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Elections 
to be held 
under 
present 
law, IAF 
faces 
internal 
rift 

By Ham dan AI Hajj 

Special to The Star 
THE GOVERNMENT 
has finally made up its 
mind about the upcom¬ 
ing general elections 
bringing to an abrupt 
end a national dialogue 
that was just starting 
which aimed at creating 
consensus among repre¬ 
sentatives of the politi¬ 
cal spectrum in the 
country over the elec¬ 
tion law. 

Informed government 
sources confirmed to 
The Star that both the 
Prime Ministry and the 
Ministry of Interior are 
how in agreement that 
the Parliamentary elec¬ 
tions should be held 
under the 1993 elections 
law. The only possible 
amendments will be lim¬ 
ited to the number of 
administrative districts. 

Speaker of the Lower 
House Saad Hayel Sroor 
announced that these 
adjustments might 
include designating two 
seats for the Aqaba Gov- 
emorate after deducting 
them from the Maan 
Govemorate's share of 
seats in the Lower 
House. This would not 
entail an overall 
increase in the 80 seat 
chamber. 

The Ministry of Inter¬ 
ior has now withdrawn 
proposals to issue a 
magnetic polling card 
after Mr Sroor and a 
number of deputies 
objected to it for fear 
that the process of hand¬ 
ing the cards might 
intimidate voters and 
reduce their 

participation. 

So after weeks of 
speculation, the govern¬ 
ment has now opted to 
fall hack on the current 
election law. Islamist 
deputies charge that the 
government may have 
relented under pressure 
from the centrist 
National Constitutional 
Party which is said to 
prefer to run under the 
present law. 

The Islamists add that 
the present single vote 
law is preferred by the 
government since it has 
been tried before and 
has effectively reduced 

Continued on page 2 


InterCon. 

owner 
assigned 
national 
credit ratings 

AMMAN—Maghreb Rat¬ 
ing. a subsidiary of the. 
Inter-Arab Rating Co., has 
assigned the following 
national ratings to Jordan 
Hotels and Tourism Co. 
Ltd. (JHTCy. short term 
rating A-1 (Jor) and long 
term rating A tJor). IBCA/ 
London announced this 
week. 

JHTC is the owner of 
the InterContinental Hotel 
in Amman, the longest 
established five-star hotel 

Continued on page 2 


Women’s quota creates 
heated dialogue as 
elections approach 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 
DESPITE STATEMENTS 
uttered every now and then by 
officials that no major 
changes are to be made on the 
current elections law, Jorda¬ 
nian women are anxious about 
the fate of proposals to create 
a special women quota in the 
next Parliament. 

The march for Jordanian 
women into politics was 
never easy. None of the 12 
women candidates who stood 
for the 1989 elections suc¬ 
ceeded. Such a failure may 
have reduced the number of 
candidates standing for the 
1993 elections to three. Of 
those only one. Toujan Faisal, 
won a seat allocated for Che- 
chynian and Circasians. 

But foi this year’s general 
elections, to be held in 
November, the situation looks 
different. The previous gov¬ 
ernment was toying with the 
idea of giving women a fixed 
quota in the coming Lower 
House (five seats). But that 
controversial amendment 
never saw the light of day. 
This development has put 
women activists in a critical 
situation. 


The question 
now is have 
they reached a 
position 
through which 
they can face 
electoral chal¬ 
lenges. to field 
competent and 
strong enough 
candidates to 
compete with 
the men 

candidates? 

The proposal 
to create a 
women quota is 
not welcomed 
by all women 
activists. 

"In principle, 
i am against the 
quota [system], 
but because of 
obstacles 
blocking the 
way for women 
to have seats 
in Parliament. I 
have to accept it, at least for a 
transitional period,” Senator 
Naela Al Rashdan told The 
Star. 

After sometime, people will 
be accustomed to the presence 
of women in Parliament and 



Changing the rules: More women believe that the only way to get tfieir 
voices heard is by giving them a quota in the Lower House 


thus be willing to give them 
their votes. Al Rashdan said. 

She attributed women's 
failure to reach the Lower 
House in previous elections 
(1989. 1993) to social factors 
that restrict such political 


careers to men. But she added 
that women themselves are to 
be blamed. In most cases 
women are not aware of the 
importance of their presence 
in Parliament. 

Continued on page3 



Digital 

classrooms 


American students in fifth 
and sixth grade class at 
Emerson Elementary in 
Spohomish, Washington, 
use their own personal lap¬ 
tops as they would pencil 
and paper. Emerson is one 
of 52 schools nationwide 
participating in an innova¬ 
tive approach to integrat¬ 
ing technology into instruc¬ 
tion using notebook 
computers. With support 
from Microsoft and 
Toshiba, 10,000 students 
and teachers are discover¬ 
ing the benefits of having a 
laptop as a personal learn¬ 
ing tool 100 percent of the 
time. (PR NewsFoto) 




Ask for your free 8-page weekend 
magazine with this issue 


Europe brushes off 
TJS pressure to get 
tough with Iran 


By John-Thor Dahlborg 
PARIS—Brushing off US pres¬ 
sure to get tough with Iran after 
its leaders were implicated in 
political murder by a German 
court European Union minis¬ 
ters Tuesday ordered mild sanc¬ 
tions but did nothing to reduce 
two-way trade now worth more 
than S10 billion a year. 

"You cannot reproach us for 
following our economic inter¬ 
ests” said German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel. Kinkel 
and his counterparts from 14 
other European countries, meet¬ 
ing in Luxembourg, also agreed, 
that their ambassadors, with¬ 
drawn from Iran earlier this 
month, could return as soon as 
Tuesday night European Com¬ 
mission sources said. 

The United Stales, which 
deems Iran a renurist stale and 
broke ofF diplomatic relations 


in 1980, has been trying to get 
European countries to join in its 
campaign of isolating Iran's 
Islamic regime politically and 
economically,' , 

Europe has countered over 
the past five years with its own 
approach -of "critical dia¬ 
logue”—profitable trade mixed 
with regular political meetings 
to improve human rights in Iran 
and coax its leadership to relin¬ 
quish alleged support for terror¬ 
ism—which the Europeans say 
is Tar likelier to influence Ira¬ 
nian behavior. 

"Not to talk, that is to isolate 
Iran, and that doesn't appear to 
be the right thing.” French 
Prime Minister Alain Juppe 
said Tuesday in Paris. 

Europe's approach was 
thrown into disarray by the sen¬ 
sational finding of a German 
court April 10. which ruled Ira¬ 


nian leaders directly ordered the 
1992 assassinations of lour 
Kurdish dissidents in a restau¬ 
rant in Berlin. 

The verdict sparked the 
greatest crisis in European- 
iranian relations since the 198** 
Iranian religious edict calling 
for the murder of British novel¬ 
ist Salman Rushdie as an 
alleged blasphemer. In its wake, 
all the EU countries except 
Greece recalled their ambassa¬ 
dors from Tehran, and sus¬ 
pended the “critical dialogue." 

Iran's spiritual leader. Aya¬ 
tollah A!i Khamenei, accused 
the Germans of falling into "an 
Amcrican-Zionisi trap.” 

The Clinton administration, 
which slapped a total embargo 
on trade with Iron in June 1905. 
lobbied energetically for the 
Continued on page 2 


British opposition shuns any 
move that would put off voters 

By Fred Barbash 
LONDON—For 
years. Labor Party 
national election 
campaigns in Britain 
were so inept that 
they prompted many 
to question whether 
the party actually 
wanted to win. This 
year, the campaign 
run by party leader 
Tony Blair is so 
smooth that nobody 
wonders any more 
whether it wants to 
win—only why and 
to do whaL 
This situation is 
no accident. It’s the 
strategy. Sitting on a 
lead in the polls for 

five years, the party _ _ _ _ 

has chosen to play it Labor leader Tony Blair and his wife on the campign trail. This time 
safe: no big pro- Labor’s win in today’s, Thursday, election looks convincing 
grams, no. sweeping e 



reforms, nothing that 
would scare anybody away. 

Britain’s Labor Party has 
always stood squarely for. 


Sexy lingerie 

Egypt unveils hot new industry 


By John Lancaster 
CAIRO—In Egypt, as else¬ 
where in the Muslim world, 
women's fashion is governed 
by a simple, overriding rule: 
No flesh. Women arc supposed 
to wear long sleeves and bil¬ 
lowy skirts, 
cover their hair 
and demurely 
lower their gaze 
when walking 
in the street. It 
says so in the 
Koran. 

. In the bed¬ 
room. however. 

. it’s a different story. Married 
women can wear whatever they 
want in front of their husbands, 
and judging from a recent stroll 
through Cairo's Moski shop¬ 
ping district, many do. 

Moski is where Cairenes go 
to shop for sexy lingerie. Sold 
openly from shops and street 
carts, the selection runs from 
filmy thigh-length nightwear to 
microscopic G-strings that 
would not look out of place in a 


“I’m 


Wor 

Repo 



Frederick’s of Hollywood cata¬ 
logue. “Fires of Jealousy.” 
reads the sign pinned to a 
peach-colored teddy that was 
not designed with practicality 
In mind. 

buying these things 
mainly for my 
honeymoon, but I 
hope I can go on 
wearing them 
afterward." says 
23-year-old 
Hoda. wearing a 
head scarf with 
makeup and high 
heels and chape¬ 
roned by a mar¬ 
ried sister. “I do not think 1 can 
bring my husband back or pre¬ 
vent him from leaving me by 
wearing such lingerie, but I 
want to enjoy my private life 
and make him happy.” 

Such sentiments have not 
been lost on Egyptian clothing 
manufacturers. Rising purchas¬ 
ing power, a growing appetite 
for Western fashion and a grad¬ 
ual loosening of economic con¬ 


trols have contributed to a 
boom in Egyptian-made linge¬ 
rie, much of it just as skimpy 
as similar products sold in 
Europe or the United States. 

Several Egyptian firms now 
manufacture lingerie under 
license to large European com¬ 
panies. trendy boutiques cany 
the latest, offerings from Vic¬ 
toria's Secret and some compa¬ 
nies even exhibit their products 
in fashion shows, albeit for 
women only. 

This is the contrast of 
Egypt,” says Chantal Rohr, a 
Paris-born choreographer who 
now directs fashion shows for 
Egypt’s fledgling fashion 
industry. The Siomen in the 
street, they are veiled. But 
underneath they want exciting 
and sexy stuff." 

That might seem like a con¬ 
tradiction. Egypt remains a 
deeply conservative society? 
especially where sex is con¬ 
cerned. Several years ago. 
authorities jailed a cinema 
owner for displaying risque 



Egyptian women buy their lingerie from shops.and street 
carts 


billboards: the actors’ union is 
currently up in arms over the 
criminal conviction of an actor 
and actress for appearing in a 
bed scene that somehow found 
its way back into their Film 


after being cut by government 
censors. 

Even belly dancers are pro¬ 
hibited by law from baring 
their navels: they have to wear 

Continued on pageZ 


something: at its height, bold 
democratic socialism; at its 
depth, recalcitrant hade 
unions. Now, according to 
pollsters and pundits alike, it 
stands primarily for its capac¬ 
ity to unseal die Conservatives 
on May 1 after 18 years out of 
power. 

Blair has changed the party 
that much. Indeed, he anchors 
his claim to be qualified for 
office primarily on the 
achievement of that hard task. 

Who can govern best, he 
asked rhetorically at one of his 
morning briefings, the weak 
Prime Minister John Major 
and his fractured party, “or 
me. the person who trans¬ 
formed the Labor Party into 
the strongest, most profes- 
sionaL most disciplined fight¬ 
ing force in British politics?” 

Blair. 43, is. in fact, widely 
regarded here as one of the 
most skillful politicians Brit- 
ain.has seen in modern times. 
As a campaigner, be can do it 
all; - 

..There .be is in Edinburgh, 
on stage, no lectern, no script, 
a malfunctioning microphone 
attached, to his shirt, leaving 
him free to range around in.a 
half crouch, sweating, waving 
his . hands, shouting and 
preaching to a hyped-up 
crowd about “hope," about 
building “a country we can be 
. proud of again.’’ 

"It can happen.” he says, his 
.voice rising. “It will happen.” 
He moves stage center, puts 


his hands on his hips, closes 
his eyes, gazes heavenward 
and stands there, listening to 
the faithful roar in rapture. • 

And here he is in London's 
financial district, all business¬ 
like. speaking to the elite of 
the country’s corporate world, 
reassuring them, with convic¬ 
tion. that the bad old days of 
union bosses taking “beer and 
sandwiches" with the prime 
minister are over, that New 
Labor,^ as he has renamed his 
party, is the party of business. 

He can work a crowd of 
teen-age girls outside a school, 
touching outstretched finger¬ 
tips like a British pup idol; 
emerge unscathed from the 
most savage onc-on-one televi¬ 
sion interviews: and quote 
social philosophers, theolo¬ 
gians and the lyrics in rock- 
n -roll songs. 

There is a classless Blair, 
who writes that he never Iclt 
‘ v «ry anchored in a 
particular setting or class. One 

RVi. h .?n h J n8! L rttaUy wron S with 

BnLiin u, that therc afe Mi|| 

S2 S *? ers from sys- 

2? 55. are great brakes un 

nSilS* ,ISr i ! ° ** a Prepcr 

mobile, modem society. Stunc- 
lhc lhrm 

Finally, there is the Clinm. 
nesque Blair, who. Su n V S 
lessons learned from L-Zr 

d = rMts « Wa-amhKI 

Continued on page 3 
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Trekking the desert on a horseback 
proves a scintillating experience 


By Olivier Bras 

Shir staff writer 

WADI RUM—One after the other, the 
horse* dash towards the clayey area. 
They're carrying their ridere on a long 
gallop, with no obstacles to hamper their 
nin. Under their feel, the ground is 
resounding. 

At u regular pace, they trample on 
heaps of earth which are filling the 
trenches. These are souvenirs from the 
last Gulf War when Jordan feared unex¬ 
pected landings on the surface of the 
ground water of Disi. 

At the end of this long run, the horses 
seem to smell the persim , a dried herb 
that the Bedouins give to their sheep or 
camels in Wadi Rum. TonighL the camp 
will be at a few kilometers away from the 
Disi village. 

Tilts bivouac is already (he fourth for a 
handful of riders in Wadi Rum. They 
started their "Jordan horse-journey" in 


front of the Rum Station on the road 
going from the Desert Highway to the 
Wadi mm village. 

That's where two French people 
decided to build a ranch. They live on it 
for six months a year, with about 10 
horses and foals. 

They are die only ones to organize 
horse-trips in Wadi Rum and have been 
doing so for the last five years. A horse- 
guide in south-east France, Emmanuelle 
London discovered Wadi Rum in 1992. 

She was accompanied by Wilfried 
Colonna, a regular visitor to this part of 
the desert, and who had been climbing (he 
hills of Wadi Rum for the last IS years. 

He also contributed to the reference 
guide. Treks and Climbs in Wadi Rum 
written by Tony Howard in 1987. 

After her first trip. Emmanuelle 
decided to organize horse trips in Wadi 
rum. The first task of these two adventur¬ 
ers was to find horses in this desert region 
where camels are much more common. 
They went to Wadi Musa to hire some 



Petrn-horses which tourists 
use. 

Emmanuelle and Wilfried 
have different routes of trek¬ 
king the desert. A seven-day 
trip takes you from Petra to 
Wadi Rum. or the other way 
round. If you prefer to slay 
in the Wadi Rum desert, you 
can choose the “deep south 
plan." which will bring to 
the Jordan-Saudi border. 

What is interesting about 
this crip is (hat it will enable 
you to rediscover both the 
landscape and inhabitants of 
this area. 

Over the years, Emma- 
nuelie ami Wilfried have 
become well-known, and 
have made lots of friends to 
rely on. Presently, they are 
working with people from 
the villages of Wadi Rum 
and Wadi Musa. 

Sabagh Auayek Af 
ZaJabi. one of their collabo¬ 
rators. is maybe the best 
expea on Wadi Rum. He 
knows ail the trails of this 
desert and the mountain 
routes too. He was the first 
local guide to bring people 
to climb the rocky hills, in 
keeping with the tradition of 
the bedouin mountain 
hunters. 

From the lops of the mountains, he 
likes to observe the village of Rum. 

With time, the number of houses have 
grown near the Rest House as more and 
more bedouins began to move out. They 
never leave the desen for ever, always 
returning to the family tent in spring. 

Aged about 90, Sabagh's father. Sheikh 
Attayek. is still living in the desert. He 
holds on to the memory of Wadi Rum. 
and remembers the famous Lawrence of 
Arabia crossing this deserted place SO 
years ago. 

During this trip, meetings with the 
local people are numerous. In the night, 
they like to come to the camp for tea and 
refreshments, and some bring out their 



<>ud or rabarba . a sort of violin with one 
string, to perform traditional songs. 

After four days at Wadi Rum. the 
horses move to the North, and cross the 
calcareous plateau of Ras A1 Naqab. A 
few centuries ago. this was used as a pass- 
way for caravans carrying silk and other 
wares to Aqaba. 

Slowly, the landscape changes, and 
after the desert, the riders discover the 
aridity of the region. The road rises 
more and more, as the mountains sur¬ 
rounding Petra appear, while Mount 
Aaron sits imposingly. 

Once the horses reach the top of the 
mountain near the village of Rajif, they 
continue to follow the treks on the ridge. 
beFore going down in a gorge leading 
them to Wadi Musa. 


fn seven days, the horses cover about 
250 kilometers. Cantering on all grounds 
under the sun. they are able to do much 
more than their riders. This long journey 
offers a complete panorama of the south 
of Jordan. For the riders who are worried 
about sucb a Ion g distance, it's possible to 
have shorter trips of two to three days in 
Wadi Rum. Time enough to allow them to 
profit from the Wadi Rum desert, and 
enjoy both the pleasure of riding and the 
discovery of this beautiful place. ■ 

Contact: 

The desert guides 
Alcazar Hotel 
P.O. Box 392 - Aqaba 
Fax: 03 314133 


Egypt unveils hot new industry 


Continued from page 1 

a filmy veil that covers the 
midriff. 

Such attitudes are rooted in 
the Koran, which enshrines the 
word of God as related by the 
Prophet Muhammad. And the 
Koran is emphatic on the sub¬ 
ject of skin; Outside the home 
and in front of strangers, the 
holy book says, women should 
"draw their veils over their bos¬ 
oms and not display their 
beauty except to their hus¬ 
bands'* Exceptions are made for 
close relatives, small children 
and slaves. 

The Prophet, however, 
appears to have had no problem 
with sex between husbands and 
wives (he had at least ninel. 
The Koran contains no prohibi¬ 
tion against sex for pleasure, 
for example, and Islamic schol¬ 
ars generally have taken a 


much more relaxed attitude 
toward birth control than has 
the Catholic Church 

A quick check with religious 
authorities at Al Azhar Univer¬ 
sity, the oldest center of learn¬ 
ing in Sunni Islam, confirmed 
that sexy lingerie can have a 
place in the private life of a 
good Muslim. 

"There is nothing wrong 
with a man getting pleasure 
from his wife... as long as both 
have pleasure (and) as long as 
they are married," says Sheikh 
Abdel Azim el Hemaily, a 
member of Al Azhar's fatwa 
committee, whose “fatwas,” or 
religious opinions, on topics 
from organ transplants to 
Egypt's peace treaty with Israel 
cany enormous weight in the 
Muslim world. "If they both 
fulfill their sexual duty it pre¬ 
vents them from searching 


elsewhere" 

In Moski, a teeming pedes¬ 
trian bazaar in downtown 
Cairo. Westerners often do a 
double take at the sight of 
lingerie that might arrive in 

S lain brown wrappers back 
owe. But shopkeepers who 
sell the stuff see no contradic¬ 
tion. "Even the completely 
veiled people, they come and 
buy lingerie," says Mohammed 
Muharram. 48. whose shop dis¬ 
plays wispy teddies with plung¬ 
ing necklines and transparent. 
Egyptian-made G-strings 
trimmed with feathers and 
fringe. 

"It’s not wrong if she wears 
it in private.” he says before 
excusing himself to pray. "Our 
religion is very forgiving 
toward this sort of thing” ■ 

LA Times - Washington Post 
News Service 


Increase in exams in MNC testify to 
growing musical ears in Jordan 



Azraq, Dana reserves 
continues to flourish 
with outside help 



AMMAN—The conser¬ 
vation of the Azraq 
Oasis and Dana Wild¬ 
lands—the largest pro¬ 
ject undertaken by the 
United Nations Devel¬ 
opment Programme 
(UNDP) in Jordan— 
officially entered its sec¬ 
ond phase with a sign¬ 
ing ceremony between 
the Ministry of Planning 
and UNDP. TTie project 
agreement, which aims 
lu consolidate the 
achievements of the first 
phase, was signed on 
hehalf of the Govern¬ 
ment by Minister of 
Planning. Dr Rima Kha- 
laf. and by UNDP's rep¬ 
resentative. Jorgen 
Lissncr 

Funded by a $6.3 mil¬ 
lion grant from the Glo¬ 
bal Environment Facility Azraq Wetland 
(GEF). phase one of the 
Azraq/Dana conserva¬ 
tion projects achieved considerable success 
since it was first launched in 1994. The Azraq 
Oasis Conservation Project became one of the 
Fust in the world which attempted to restore 
an arid zone wetland ecosystem. Using an 
Innovative technique of reverse pumping, 
ground water was channelled back into the 
Azraq Basin through existing pipe networks. 

In Dima, the protection of biodiversity has 
been improved with a management plan 
which regulates the flow of visitors, vehicles, 
and grazing in the nature reserve. One of the 
major achievements of the project was to 
encourage income-generating activities 
among the local community. After the old irri¬ 
gation system was restored in Dana, for exam¬ 
ple. many villagers have taken to growing 
organic fruit and herbs, which arc then dried 



The April 1997 Practical Exam¬ 
ination of the Associated Board 
of the Royal Schools of Music 
t ABRSM) was concluded at the 
National Music Conservaioiy 
(NMC) Noor Al Hussein foun¬ 
dation on Sunday 27 April 
1997. About 411 music stu¬ 
dents from the NMC. music 
centres and private tutors sat 
for the examination which was 
conducted by the British exam¬ 
iner. Mr Christopher Moore, 
who come to Jordan especially 
for this purpose. 

The NMC became the repre¬ 
sentative of the ABRSM in Jor¬ 
dan in 1991 for the purpose of 
providing music students in 
Jordan the opportunity to 
receive the certificates of the 
Board that are recognized and 
accredited by the most prestig¬ 
ious music schools in the 
world. 

Since 1991 the NMC has 
been furnishing the Theory 
examination twice a year and 
the Practical examination once 
a year. Due to the continuous 
increase in the number of stu¬ 
dents wishing to sit for the 
Board's examinations the NMC 
will start os of this year to fur¬ 
nish the Practical examination 
twice a year. 

Since it assumed the repre¬ 
sentation of the BRSM in Jor¬ 
dan. the NMC has managed to 
raise the number of students 
taking the Theory and Practical 
examinations from 200 in 199 f 
to 1000 this year. 


Moreover, the 
, NMC has gradu¬ 
ated a number of 
students from 
the pre-college 
programme of 
the Board. These 
students are cur¬ 
rently pursuing 
their highest 
education 
through the col¬ 
lege level pro¬ 
gram of the 
Board at the end 
end of which, 
these students 
will receive the 
Licentiate of the 
Royal Schools of 
Music. 

The ABRSM 
is the leading 
international 
examining body 
for music with a 
system of exami¬ 
nations and assessments in over 
80 countries around the world 
examinations and assessments 
in over SO countries around the 
world. 

Examinations are offered in 
35 instruments, singing, theory 
and practical musicianship, and 
are open to students of all ages. 
It was established in (889 to 
provide schools, private teach¬ 
ers of music and the general 
public with a scheme of music 
examinations of recognized 
authority. 

The Associated Board is 


jggyfc; v * 



linked to the Royal Academy 
of Music and the Royal Col¬ 
lege of Music in London, the 
Royal Northern College of 
Music in Manchester and the 
Royal Scottish Academy of 
Music and Drama in Glasgow. 
The Board examines over half 
a million candidates each year, 
making it the largest interna¬ 
tional examining body for 
music in the world. 

To further endorse its educa¬ 
tional system, in 1993 the 
NMC signed a cooperation 
agreement with Conservators 


Europe brushes off US pressure 
to get tough with Iran 


Azraq Wetland: An Oasis that was redeveloped 


and sold in the village gift shop and stores in 
Amman. 

With a GEF grant of $1.95 million and a 
government contribution of $750,000. the sec¬ 
ond phase of the Azraq/Dana projects will 
address the presures exerted on the two eco¬ 
systems by development and mass tourism. 
During the 1994-95 period, Jordan witnessed 
a 40 percent increase in tourist trade. As a 
result, the project has underlined, the impor¬ 
tance of nature conservation and environmen¬ 
tal protection, while promoting ecotourism in 
the same time. 

The project will also focus on the institu¬ 
tional strengthening of the Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature (RSCN), the non¬ 
governmental organization entrusted with 
managing the Azraq and Dana reserves. ■ 


Continued from page 1 

Europeans to take harsh meas¬ 
ures in their turn. Over the 
weekend. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright wrote 
European governments, while 
last week, her undersecretary 
for political affaire. Peter Tam- 
off. toured European capitals. 

However, the ministers, 
meeting in Luxembourg, could 
find the necessary unanimity 
only on a scries of relatively 
mild measures, including a con¬ 
tinued freeze on “critical 
dialogue." 

They ordered an end to bilat¬ 
eral visits at the ministerial 
level with Iran and pledged to 
cooperate to expel Iranian 
agents from Europe and deny 
entry visas to Iramans working 
in "intelligence and security." 
The embargo on arms sales to 
Iran will continue, the ministers 
said. 

Perhaps most significantly^ 
the Europeans stipulated there? 
could be better relations with 


Iran only if “Iranian authorities 
respect the norms of interna¬ 
tional law and refrain from acts 
of terrorism, including against 
Iranian citizens living abroad, 
and cooperate in preventing 
such acts." 

"This is a firm declaration, 
but not a declaration of war.” 
Ramon de Miguel, Spain's sec¬ 
retary of state for foreign 
affaire, told reporters. 

Ibrahim Kara wan. head of 
the Middle East program at the 
International Institute for Stra¬ 
tegic Studies in London, disa¬ 
greed with the Spaniard, calling 
tiie EU's measures "very close 
to what the Americans call *a 
slap on the wrist - " 

“There is an element of ver¬ 
bal acrobatics to make is seem 
like enough to satisfy people 
who wanted strong action, but 
not enough to really endanger 
economic interests." Kara wan 
said in a telephone interview. 

Iran has run up several bil¬ 
lion dollars of debts with 


France and Germany as it seeks 
to acquire heavy machinery and 
high technology in exchange 
for its oil. Paris and Bonn have 
been reluctant to sever all ties 
because of intense lobbying 
from leading exporters and 
fears within both governments 
that they would be left holding 
Iran's unpaid deta¬ 
in Tehran, meanwhile, the 
parliament's foreign affairs 


committee called for a halt to 
Iran's dialogue with Europe 
until it proved "constructive" 
and "accompanied by good¬ 
will." Other Iranian officials 
called on the government to 
shift the focus of commercial 
relations away from Europe 
toward Asia. ■ 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 


WANTED 

Freelance writers wanted 
Excellent commandofihe English 
language is a must Computer 
literacy would be an advantage. If 

interested fax your CV toS48298. 


de Region de Boulogne Bilan- 
court in France. 

The agreement provides 
NMC students the opportunity 
to sit for the examinations of 
the French conservatory. Upon 
passing, the students would 
receive a certificate that enjoys 
the same accreditation as that 
given by the French Conserva¬ 
tory to its students. 

The upcoming examination 
of the French examination will 
be held early June 1997. ■ 


InterCori; 

Continued from page HiZ'-j" 

in the city. The hotel 
dergoing a S31 million TebmUt ' 
ing and refurbishment pr og rain 
that will add 125 rooms. 

366 presently available, tip' .: 
grade guest facilities amfcSti^L: 
dude a mall of up to 26 shops.'/-;' 

Work is scheduled to^bel; 
completed by the end of 198S" : 
although some new facilities 
such as terrace, pool and health: 
club are likely to be incotpb' 
generating during 1997- 
expansion is also something bf,. 
a defensive measure to consafr-'’ 
date JHTC’s position against, 
the two existing five star 
in Amman, and also agasr^ 
two new entrants scheduled-: 
begin operations at toe end < 
the decade, / 

A key business risk is that? 
JHTC's sole source pf revenue 
is toe hotel and any disruption: 
in the hotel's, operations 
cause difficulties in servirijjj£ ; 
outstanding debt. In rakiga$it#u 
is the operating record of. tbfcv 
hotel over toe last 34 years rjs^-"'. 
ognized by the signing oftititpK' 
ten-year management contract,. \f. 
with InterContinental Hbtefi'-v/ 
Corp. in November 1996.>>;/ 

ITte Jordan hotel and tourism- ' - 
sector can suffer from heighfeph , 
ing tensions within iuigbb$ti$P ; 
states, but around two-thirife of r 
JHTC’s guests are business,-; 
diplomatic or official travelers 
which lessens its dependency 
on tourist groups. 

JHTC is profitable and suffi¬ 
ciently cash generative to fund, 
much of the capital expmdi'sireh 
from its own sources. Although 
debt level is predicted to "riser- 
there should be Hide difficulty-s 
in servicing the financing riwts;? 
even if occupancy levels'de^‘ 
ctine. 

The controlling sbarebokfcs^ . 
for JHTC is Zara Investment ? 
(Holding) Co. Ltd, a piwate^ 
company based in Amman 
which also has investments In’ 
other tourist businesses. Until ' 
February f995, 7HTC was rna- -' 
jority owned by the govern- -; 
ment but Zara acquired * 51 %J 
holding as part of the privatize 
tion process taking place in'Jor 
dan-B 
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WEEK 


An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 


> ou try invest and see 
what will happen ^ 




mifm 




Prison hunger strike denied 

■ A hunger strike by inmates in the Swaqa prison was 
hoiiy denied by police. Lieut. Gen.. Nsouh Monie Al Din. 
head ol the Public Security Dept., has denied what he 
called rumors that some prisoners had been on hunger 
strike. Lower House deputy. Bas&am Omoush had earlier 
sent a letter to Prime Minister Abdel Salam Majali stating 
that he received reports from some prisoners at Swaqa 
saytng that the police had attacked prisoners who had been 
on hunger strike hecuuse they were not included in (he Iasi 
Royal amnesty. 

King intervenes in demolition order 

1 His Majesty King 

Hussein ordered the .. . 

Amman Greater ■ ' 

Municipality not to . i. 

demolish the housing 

of the people in the . 

Abu Sayauh village 

that is situated in south . 

Russcfeih. The people • | 

of Abu Sayaah had V v 

staged a sit*in outside 4 . ;■]/ 

the Royal Court in ’’^PSZTT: - ->£■ 

Raghdan. Saturday. IL . v .' 'ja^B 

after failing to reverse K jjMP? 1 ' 

the demolition order. K ;. -1 
Protestors told Al Majd . OIL 

weekly that IS houses 
had already been pulled 
down through 

bulldozers that started after the Eid holidays. Appealing to 
the King, this was the only thing that they can do. 
According to the weekly, the protest lasted for an hour and 
a half. 

Hail, the new party! 

■ That's iu the realignment of Jordanian politics is set to 
blast the scene. Would this mean a great deal? Will it 
change the perception of party politics from now on. 
Indeed, would the average Jordanian be uny the more 
interested in Jordanian party politics. These are searching 
questions that continue to surface in political saloons and 
popular cafes these days. 

Nevertheless, the grand old men of Jordanian politics 
led by people like Abdel Hadi AJ Majali. Abdel Raouf AI 
Rawabdeh. Anees Al Mouasher and AH Farid Al Saad will 
not lake no for an answer. They have decided to throw in 
the towel and go for full blooded unity. The National 
Constitutional Party that becomes official on 7 May is 
their prize. The new party is an amalgamation of center 
and center-right parries thal have come into existence in 
1993. With no luck in gaining wider grass root support, it 
was the idea of the present prime minister, Abdel Salam 
Majali. thal they should unite. Now the gruelling work 
starts. They are not nearly as ready for the impending 
elections al ihe end of the summer, but their determination 
should put them in good stead. 

Elections to the JWA 

■ II has finally come. The elections for the Jordan Writers 
Association is upon us. 

Tomorrow, Friday 2 May . 

Jordanian writers will 
hold elections for the 
presidency and the 
10 -man council of the 
JWA. This year the 
elections are expected to 
be a hot event for the 
405-member association 
is split on the issue of 
normalization with Israel. 

The balance however, 
is tipped in favor of Lhe 
anti-normalizers who see 
no reason to extend to t 
their hand to the Israelis. Qawar 
Indeed. Fakhri Quwar, 

K? a strong stand against notmaliaauon is needed to 

e n'£5Sf5- »«“> president of.the 

now only hal h P t vote. This is why they have 
*»«?« mtnmet pay Which is Friday morning. 

up n» the iast mi io^y jWA members who are 

sjruaijon has become so bad that last 

^rTlSnS Lafi *uf • hu " s = r slrike 10 

draw attention to writers plight 

Another Netany^u.jell^no^ ^ ^ ^ 

■ We can t see that an Howcver there are a 

newly-born offsprings I Ramlha A proud Father was 
few. The latest case . j son in the name of 

hell bent on regisienng ms Moy lhe civil 

“Neuinyahu. ^ 3aman«: He 

Registration ^ster the baby in that name. A 

categorically refased P were cveT)£U plly cooled down 
i row then broke out . l0 go back to the hospital to 
as the dozen was “J name of the newly 


2? ,£££ *—■ “ 15 d " 

the next one occurs. 

Cancellation M supply iL ls being 

■ It has always bee 0 MinislI y of Supply has 

ail supply^ponsforsugar. 





His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan paid a visit to the Prince Hassan Air Base , accompanied by the Acting Chief 
of Staff of the Royal Air Force. Tuesday. Prince Hassan conveyed the King’s greetings to the voldicrs and assured them 
of His Majesty's good health. The Prince made a tour of the Base and expressed appreciation of the high level of the 
staff training and competence. 

Media venue in Amman 
hammars concrete action plan 


By Marwan Asmar 
Star Staff Writer 

BRINGING EUROPE closer 
lo the Mediterranean countries 
is lhe name of the game in 
today’s ever shrinking global 
village. It is with this in mind 
that a regional workshop was 
held in Amman recently. Orga¬ 
nized by Jcmstonc. it. is pun of 
the wider Med Media network 
that comes under the auspices 
of the European Union. 

The workshop was a gather¬ 
ing of media organizations 
from all over Jordan. Palestine. 
Israel. Syria. Lebanon. Egypt. 
Cyprus and Turkey whose pur¬ 
pose was to hummer out a strat¬ 
egy of action aimed at greater 
cooperation in the various 
aspects or the media field. 

In fact this is why Jemstonc 
was set up in the first place. 
The object of the exercise was 
to create a concrete plan that 
would facilitate cooperation 
beLwcen the regional media 
and its European counterpart. 
A number of media specialists 
from Europe also attended. 

In this respect, the workshop 
was an evaluation of the work 
of Jemsione by invited senior 
media people. Over a four-day 
period they were told to ask the 
organizers searching questions 
about the project, how was it 
working in the region, how it 
could be improved and what 
other activities it can offer. 

What followed could only be 
described as a "beehive of 
activity” on the part of partici¬ 
pants. It was media galore! 
They could and did ask any 
many questions, make sugges¬ 
tions and offer a great deal of 
advise. Indeed this is what 
Jemsione was all about. 


The Jemsione j-«_ 
oil ice in Amman. | 
headed by Tudor 1 H 
Lomas stressed that j ft 
it was vital that he 1 S 
and his team receive —^ ^ 
a lot of feedback fl 

from what is called a B 
as (he “network t H 

partners” in order to 3 ■ 

draw up better and 
more cumprehcn- m r 
sive programs to 
serve the interest of 
Itval organizations. 1 
whether in televi¬ 
sion. radit* or the I 
prim media. \ 

Quite simply, the * 
object i> to further • 
the level of media 1 
professionalism in i 
the region by offer- L 
ing not only a [ 

■greater * degree - ol - ^ 

interaction 'between Jemstoi 
the various media Amman 
networks in (he 
region, hut also 
between ihe.se and European 
journalists, in the workshop a 
number ol people came from 
Holland and Brussels. 

After an exhaustive working 
sessions in Amman and Tayhel 
Zantan near Petra, lhe work¬ 
shop made a number of recom¬ 
mendations. It was decided that 
the Amman regional Jemsione 
head office be supplemented 
by other regional offices in 
Syria. Egypt. Palestine. 
Cyprus. Turkey and Lebanon 
Bui other than ih.u ihe con¬ 
tributors drew up a ilcluiL'J 
action plan till the end of l‘>SS 
covering 15 diftereni kinds of 
activities. These include ihe 
holding of a Euru- 
Mediierranean journalist 
roundtable, a training course 






t_ 


Jemstone Director Tudor Lomas (left) 
Amman Jemstone coordinator. 


with Khalid Shorman, the 


for in-house training managers, 
specialist reporters courses on 
business, politics and culture, a 
(raining course for young jour¬ 
nalists. a style book lor the 
Arabic press, exchange visits 
by Euro-Med organizations and 
greater access lo the Internet. 

Today. Jemstone for 
instance has its own website. It 
provides detailed information 
about the Jemstone Network. 
u> plans and activities. In addi¬ 
tion. it includes an internet 
forum for journalists through¬ 
out the Eure*-Mediterranean 
region. Lomas described the 
launch as one of the most 
important days for the freedom 
ol the media in ihe whole 
region.” 

Earlier Lomas said "This J s 


about freedom of speech and 
bcucr quality journalism. 
Technology now makes it 
impossible for political cen¬ 
sors to prevent diligent jour¬ 
nalists from finding out what 
is happening and telling their 
colleagues. We are trying lo 
strengthen and simplify this 
process for ail branches of the 
media throughout the Euro- 
Mediterranean region.*' The 
Jemsione Wcb-site address is 
hup :/www .jcmstone.net. 

The Jemsione project is a 
network of partners that 
include the BBC in London. 
Radio Netherlands and Jordan 
Television in Amman. It is 
funded by the European Com¬ 
mission in Brussels. ■ 


Women’s quota creates heated 
dialogue as elections approach 


Continued from page l 

Al Rashdan said that 
women participation in the 
next elections is subject to the 
much-talked about changes in 
the current elections law. In 
her view, a quota system 
should enhance women's 
awareness and underline (heir 
participation in the political 
arena. 

For her side. Nawal Al 
Faouri from the Islamic 
Action Front tIAFt stressed 
the need lor a "women 
quota.” She told The Star that 
women have played a leading 
role in all developed societies 
in all fields including politics. 

"Our Arab and Islamic 
societies arc in a pressing 
need to give women an impor¬ 
tant and active role in various 
aspects.” Al Faouri said. She 
stressed the need for women 
lo participate in the legislative 
branch in spile of social 
obstacles and archaic tradi¬ 
tions and convictions. 
"Women should shoulder 
their responsibility and 
remove such convictions." she 
said. 

She called lor a more active 
role for the press to change 
such convictions adding that 
women need mure than moral 
support in their campaign to 
achieve their political rights. 

“We have to bear in mind 
that the quota system has its. 
negative aspects, particularly 
in our society.” AI Faouri 
said. "Some unqualified 
women may win scats by vir¬ 
tue of patronage and thus 



1 







Al Rashdan 

create a negative efleci on the 
women's experience as a 
whole." 

But Al Faouri i\ optimistic 
“We can deal with the matter 
and find out >nliitiuns through 
further study and awareness il 
wc truly have the will and are 
determined («* achieve our 
goals." 

But another women activist 
Dr Huda Fnkhuri views the 
quota system in a different 
perspective. She i$]J The Shir 
that Lhe proposed quota will 
not help achieve the desired 
objectives lor those interested 
in public matters . 

Any woman wlm sdeks to 
get elected in Parliament or 
maintain a public position 
must have a wealth of experi¬ 
ence through her daily con¬ 
tact with people to explore 
their problems, she said. 

According in Dr Fakhuri 


Al Faouri 

change should come from 
inside and should come from 
within the women movement. 
"I am against utitsidc inter¬ 
vention in our affairs from 
anyone, such as the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund and 
other international institu¬ 
tions. They claim 10 help us 
while jctually they are using 
the issue of women to serve 
their own interests." she 
charged. "We want to elimi¬ 
nate illiteracy among women 
and give women the right to 
choose and determine their 
lumre. but on their own abili¬ 
ties and willingness." 

Dr Fakhuri added that her 
^opposition to the quota sys¬ 
tem may not serve her imme¬ 
diate objectives but that her 
main concern is for the 
elected person to serve the 
welfare of the society as a 
whole. "My concern is for 


Fakhouri 

anyone who addresses public 
issues properly, regardless if 
that deputy is a man or a 
women." she added. 

The quota issue is rejected 
by those who say il is only 
given to people who are con¬ 
sidered a minority in society. 
Women critics of the quota 
proposal say to be fair to 
women the ratio should be 
50/50 between men and 
women. 

Al Rashdan mentioned the 
ease of Sweden where by law 
women have at least a 40% 
representation in the 
legislature. 

Presently. dialogue is 
focused on preparations for 
the upcoming elections. 
Among Jordanian women that 
debate is taking place in 
women committees and insti¬ 
tutions in the form of semi¬ 
nars and discussion groups. ■ 
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Reducing ‘overemployment 9 
in government could be a 
hard decision to make 

By Hamdan Al Han 

Star Staff Writer 

DESPITE THE mmnmMMnuanaiLj^ ^ ___ 

government's 

move "on what 
is being called 
“administrative 
sluggishness" 
in the civil ser¬ 
vice and reduce 
"over¬ 
employment" in 
public institu¬ 
tions. it is 
unable to take 
any concrete 
steps in this 
direction. 

The govern¬ 
ment says it 
wants to pro¬ 
vide a package 
of administra¬ 
tive reforms to 

be able to put — 

the most quali- Majali: Willing but apprehensive! 
fied cader in r 

public depart¬ 
ments. It stresses that this is essential if Jordan is to meet 
the challenges of the coming age. 

The government also wants to remove bureaucratic 
obstacles in the way of investors who wish to -j L -i invest¬ 
ment licences in Jordan. The H'urfd Bank had earlier rec¬ 
ommended to Jordan to discharge between 10*.’ and 15*7 
of public employees who total about 150.0lHi. This means 
mass dismissals of between 15.000 to 22 /iijO persons. 
However, no steps have been taken in this regard so far. 

Despite newspaper talk about such an action in recent 
days, the government has denied such intent ions and said 
that only those employees who warned to leave will be 
allowed to do so. 

Deputy Prime Minister for Service Affairs. Minister of 
Administrative Development Abdallah Ensour earlier sub¬ 
mitted a paper to the Prime Ministry on ways to fight 
“administrative sluggishness." His suggestions include 
rehabilitation and training of employees"'and seeking out¬ 
side expert to help the administrative system. 

Ensour also said that new government appointments 
should be based on high qualification and competence. 
But. people expect such measures to be tough. They con¬ 
sider them, when and if they are taken, to be as harsh .is 
those taken by the government of Abdel Karim Al Kuba- 
riti which hiked up bread prices last year. 

What is knowm for sure is that the government will take 
serious action lo "download" the size of government 
employees, the question, however, is when it will do that. 
Suggestions thal are being considered at the moment 
include early retirement. ■ 



British opposition shuns 
any move that would 
put off voters 


Continued from page 1 

promises that were perceived 
as requiring tax increases—is 
the inspiration for the party’s 
thin platform. 

Clinton won in 1992, Blair 
said in an interview with The 
Washington Post last year, by 
seizing an outdated party, one 
that also scared people, shed¬ 
ding controversial policies and 
interest groups and bringing it 
up to date with public opinion. 
Blair has perceived his mis¬ 
sion to be the same. 

Clinton stumbled badly in 
1994, however, because once 
elected he found he had prom¬ 
ised more than he could 
deliver. Blair is thinking well 
ahead: he speaks not merely of 
winning this election, but the 
one after that as well. He's 
planning for the next 10 years 

And so the Labor Party's 
manifesto—its platform—is a 
model of modesty. The party 
will deliver a "new Britain." 
Blair states in the introduction 
he wrote personally. But "1 
want to do it by making a lim¬ 
ited set of important promises 
and achieving them. ... Hold 
us to them. They are our cove¬ 
nant with you. ... We have 
made it our guiding rule not to 
promise what we cannot 
deliver; and to deliver what 
we promise.” 

When Blair joined the party 
in 1975. he was a most un- 
Laborite Laboritc. He did not 
come from a trade union but 
from an exclusive school in 
Edinburgh and Oxford Univer¬ 
sity. where he studied law. 
sported shoulder-length hair 
and played in a rock band. 

He married a fellow law¬ 


yer—Cherie Booth—whom he 
had met while both were work¬ 
ing in the law office of Alex¬ 
ander Irvine, the man who 
would become his mentor and 
imrqduce him to party big¬ 
wigs. Booth, rather than being 
the old-fashioned Labor Party 
wife, serving beer and chips to 
little cells of the faithful, was a 
top-ranking graduate of the 
London School of Economics 
and herself a political aspirant 
who would run unsuccessfully 
for the House of Commons in 
1983. 

Booth lost. Blair won. from 
a constituency called Sedge- 
field in the northeast of Eng¬ 
land. That was the year of 
Labor’s worst trouncing—at 
the hands of Margaret 
Thatcher. It left an indelible 
impression on Blair and a 
group of younger Labor Party 
leaders, who came to be 
knowm as the party’s modern¬ 
izers, largely because of their 
desire io break the lock on the 

party of warring interest 
groups and the trade unions. 

The country had changed, 
Blair said last year, but the 
party hadn’t. While people 
yearned for strong and disci¬ 
plined leadership, the Labor 
Party was still fragmented. It 
"had lost its way in the ‘60s 
and the '70s. It had come up 
with particular prescriptions 
for particular limes, like the 
welfare state, but as' limes 
changed, the parly couldn't. It 
kept thinking that it had to 
depend on those institutions." 


LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 
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Majali’s elections headaches 


NO MATTER what kind of election law the government chooses to throw at the 
Jordanian electorate and the country's political parties and blocs, its motives will 
always come under scrutiny by the Islamist and other opposition forces in Jordan. 
In recent weeks the public has been kept amused at the government’s helpless 
attempts to formulate a straight forward and clear policy on the coming general 
elections. Every day those in charge of the elections file, from the prime minister 
to his deputy to his minisrer of interior, spend their time making contradictory st¬ 
atements to the press. Whether it has to do with the number of deputies and distri¬ 
cts or women quota and magnetic voting cards, the public were bombarded with 
different views coming from one source; the government. 

So confused and confusing has the issue become that the leader of the Muslim 
Brotherhood organization in Jordan has come out to openly state his movement's 
fears of vote rigging in the coming elections. He called for solid guarantees of the 
government’s neutrality in the November polls. Such insinuations would not carry 
much weight if it wasn’t for the embarrassing way the government has handled 
the elections issue so far. And if this government does not move now to put its 
own house in order to save its credibility, then it should resign and let another 
government deal with the election challenge. 

Prime Minister's Majali’s practice of "consulting” with the off duty deputies, 
who are on a long vacation until the next elections, has not paid off. In fact, it has 
launched a national debate about the proposed amendments to the election Jaw, 
which was passed only few months ago. But the government was not happy with 
the attention the election law and the proposed amendments were getting. So in 
an unexpected twist. Dr Majali decided to stick to the present law after minor ad¬ 
ministrative changes. 

Such a turnaround has heated the ongoing public debate further. In fact any¬ 
thing that the government does now is viewed with suspicion. The opposition, led 
by the IslamisTs. has cast enough doubts about the government's real motives. So 
anything Dr Majali does now will be viewed as pari of a conspiracy against the 
opposition. 

Such serious developments weaken the democratic process. Not that the 
opposition would act differently if the government was more clear about what it 
wanted to do, but that the uncertainties surrounding government statements and 
actions have given the opposition's claims much needed legitimacy. 

Since the controversial single vote elections law was finally adopted by an elec¬ 
ted parliament earlier this year, it is difficult for us to understand why Dr Majali, 
the author of that controversial law. would even think of a new draft election law 
in the absence of Parliament. 

But now he appears to have accepted that law as a good base for holding the 
November elections. That's a good decision. But now the issue is no longer the 
election law. but the government’s credibility and neutrality. We wonder how Dr 
Majali will get himself out of this one. ■ 



etters to the Editor 


Propaganda not being swallowed 


To The Editor, 


Just a note to let people in Jordan know 
that the propaganda on behalf of Israel isn’t 
being absorbed or believed by ail of ns here 
in America. 

On one talk show program from New 
York City I listened to one caller state that 
all of the wars Israel fought since WW II 
have been defensive. The so-called ‘■‘noted 
talk show" host said nothing! Mr Limbaugb 
was an absolute blank. No corrections or 
refutations. 

Does the movie "Exodus” ring any ones 
memory bell? I remember the Jews in this 
country fawning over this movie that depict¬ 
ed their views of the struggle as newly arriv¬ 
ing immigrants from Europe to Palestine. 
It's either my imagination or I don't remem¬ 
ber my history too well, but I thought the 
Jews forcibly took the land they now call Is¬ 
rael from the Palestinians. 1 don't recollect 
the Palestinians “giving" any land or "wel¬ 
coming" the swarm of refugees. I don’t re¬ 


member the Jews buying any land. 

And so today, every time there is a prob¬ 
lem in the Middle East, the Israeli ambassa¬ 
dor or Prime Minister comes to Washington 
with “their view" of the problem and, natu¬ 
rally, get full and continuous news coverage 
of their speeches on prime time. I often 
wonder why the opposing side to the argu¬ 
ment is seldom mentioned? Something is 
wrong here! 

It’s obvious that the US has been ‘'had" 
by the Jews of the world. J really don’t 
blame them for wanting a homeland, but 
just be honest about how It came about. 
They took it by force of arms and the back¬ 
ing of the US. In lieu of the problems of the 
Middle East, it’s been nothing but a pain in 
the ass for America's non-Jewish popula¬ 
tion. 


Dale Reilley 
reilley @ csiway.com 
CSIway Internet 
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Clinton, please 


become a president 


By Carrie Nefle Moye 

Star US correspondent 


A DECENT individual condemns terror¬ 
ism and violence. Palestinians and Arabs 
commit terrorist acts and the whole 
world, including Arab leaders and the 
media, condemn it. As so they should. 
Yet hawkish Israelis commit terrorism 
continually and are hardly censured. 
There is always excuses for Israeli state 
and individual terrorism, from Qana (105 
civilians killed by Israeli artillery in a 
UN compound in southern Lebanon, 
April 1995) to the almost ritual slaughter 
of Palestinians by Israeli settler*. 

When Israeli terrorism occurs, it ’ is 
provoked by the victims." When Arab 
terrorism occurs, it is "bloodthirstiness.” 
Is Clinton unabfe to hear (he noises »»f 
earth moving machines burying the 
peace process and the hopes of millions 
in the Middle East—Jew and Arab—for 
a peaceful ftirure? 

Benjamin Netanyahu's visit to Wash¬ 
ington the first week of April was the 
most serious blow to President Clinton, 
his leadership and foreign policy in his 
second term, it may have been the most 
serious blow to Clinton since he became 
president in 1992. The diplomatic lan¬ 
guage used by Clinton and his aides to 
describe the content and outcome of the 
two-hour meeting held at the White 
House cannot hide the total failure of 
this meeting and Netanyahu's stubborn 
refusal to listen tq the sound of reason 
and to the host's attempt to save the 
peace process—even to save Israel itself 
from the dangerous abyss to which it has 
been pushed by its prime minister and 
his extremist, expansionist ideologues in 
Likud and the small fanatical religious 
parties that support his government in 
the Knesset. 


LURIE’S W^^RLQ 


Netanyahu's attitude is not new to 
Clinton. In his past visits, the prime min¬ 
ister acted and spoke with arrogance and 
defiance to the point of embarrassing his 
host. 

Nevertheless. Clinton openly avoided 
criticizing Netanyahu. One must assume 
this was out of politeness and courtesy 
extended to a guest. 

Hospitality and courtesy are laudable 
traits. But when the guest abuses these 
acts as Netanyahu done repeatedly and 
insults not just the host but the office of 
the leader of the US and the world, then 
an equitable reply is demanded. 

Netanyahu’s speech before the Ameri- 
can-lsrael Public Affairs Committee (AI- 
PAC» in Washington was the ultimate in 
abuse of hospitality. It was a direct and 
unequivocal challenge to Clinton himself 
and his august office. 

AIPAC leaders made certain to amass 
large numbers of senators and represen¬ 
tatives. plus big names in the power 
houses of US society, for the session in 
which Netanyahu spoke. These leaders 
repeatedly rose to applaud the prime 
minister's defiant statements and theatri¬ 
cal polemics. It was as if Netanyahu and 
AIPAC were telling Clinton that they 
can muster more support and muscle 
than the him. even in his very own capi¬ 
tal and on hts own turf—and not for a 
cause (hat serves American national in¬ 
terests. not necessarily even Israel’s in¬ 
terests. but for the fanatical ideology of 
groups and parties in distant Israel and 
their more-vocal-than-numerous support¬ 
ers in the United Stales. 

Netanyahu has succeeded in isolating 
the US and alienating it from its Europe¬ 
an allies, the Islamic world, the Non- 
Aligned Movement (comprising over 70 
nations) and even from its friends and al¬ 
lies in the Arab world, fn short, the US 
stands alone with Israel against the rest 
of the world in matters 



of manner of peace in the MtddleEast. 

Clinton’s obvious and probable rerusai 
to appear with Netanyahu in a joint prow 
conference after the latest Washington 
meeting was another signal of the presi¬ 
dent's irritation. But gestures and polite 
diplomatic hints are not the language per¬ 
sons like Netanyahu understand. They in¬ 
terpret Clinton’s docility as weakness, 
and mean to show they can turn US legis¬ 
lators against him as well as mobtitzetne 
media against him and his programs. That 
is what Clinton is hearing from Netanya¬ 
hu and his entourage. 

Even Janies Baker, architect of the Ma¬ 
drid Conference of 1990 that opened the 
road to the present peace process, criti¬ 
cized Clinton’s handling of Netanyahu s 
repeated breaches of the Oslo Accords. 
Other leaders have echoed Baker, but 
Clinton appears to remain deaf,, continu¬ 
ing to swallow one insult after another, 
further undermining US credibility as 
guarantor of the peace accords and Amer¬ 
ica’s leadership as facilitator and honest 
broker. 

Can Arafat be expected to control his 
2.2 million destitute, desperate, disap¬ 
pointed, disinherited, angry Palestinians 
with his weak police force when almighty 
Israel failed to control the Intifada that 
raged from 1988-1994? 

Is Arafat expected to join Israeli troops 
and settlers in massacring 

Palestinians to protect Netanyahu's ex¬ 
cesses and usurpation of the Palestinians' 
rights and land? 

To blame Arafat for having allegedly 
given a "green light", to violence is ludi¬ 
crous. 

During the Cold War the US justified 
blindly 'supporting Israel as a bulwark 
against Soviet expansionism and the com¬ 
munist tide. What is the justification to¬ 
day? To be a friend of Israel is fine, but 
to support Israel's violation of human 
rights, international law. UN resolutions, 
signed treaties, and 
civilized human be¬ 
havior is beyond com¬ 
prehension. Even 
worse. Israel is harm¬ 
ing US national inter¬ 
ests in the Middle 
East, strengthening 
anti-US, anti-peace 
extremists in the very 
countries that consider 
themselves friends of 
America and whose 
resources are fueling 
western economies. 

The United States 
must help Israel 
save itself and its 
soul. That is what a 
true friend does. 
America must defend 
the genuine national 
interests of the US and 
help put an end to the 
insults being heaped 
by Netanyahu on the 
integrity of this nation 
and on the legacy of 
Yitzhak Rabin, the 
friend who gave his 
life for the cause of 
peace among all the 
children of Abraham. 
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The Abu Marzook affair and what 
it means for American justice 


By Stanley Cohen 


AFTER MORE than twenty- 
two months of imprisonment 
in the United States for crimes 
alleged by Israel, Dr Mousa 
Mohammed Abu Marzook 
now stands vindicated of all 
charges, following Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu's terse announcement 
to abandon, ‘‘for security pur¬ 
poses.” their attempts to extra¬ 
dite him. Indeed, it has been 
Dr Abu Marzook's steadfast 
position since his arrest at 
New York’s Kennedy Airport 
in July. 1995, that Israel never 
wanted him to stand trial 
there, that they never had a 
plausible case against him. 
and that their connivance with 
US State Department Middle 
East policy-makers to exclude 
him from the political process 
in the Occupied Territories 
was the sole reason for his 
lawless arrest. 

We now know, after almost 
two years of Justice Depart¬ 
ment duplicity and a grotesque 
legal pantomime in the federal 
courts of this country, that the 
United States itself at best has 
colluded with Israel at eveiy 
level' to deprive Dr Abu Mar¬ 
zook of his freedom, strip him 
of his dignity and reputation, 
and abuse his rightful position 
as a leader of the Palestinian 
people. Worse yet. it has per¬ 
mitted pressure from Israeli 
and American Jewish sources 
to manipulate $nd destroy the 
process due him. a (awful US 
resident. 

It has been clear for some¬ 
time that Dr Abu Marzook. as 
the political leaderof Hamas, 
should have enjoyed a plac&at 
the table in ali of Israel's ne¬ 
gotiations with the Palestinian 
people. For more than 15 
years, Hamas struggled on be¬ 
half of its people and earned 
their respect, from its educa¬ 


tional and social programs to 
its thorough revival of Islamic 
identity among Gaza and West 
Bank residents. Yet their mili¬ 
tant and unflagging com mi t- 
meni lo freeing their land of 
Israeli oppression has made 
them a force with which Israel 
would rather not carry on a di¬ 
alogue. 

In engineering Dr Abu Mar¬ 
zook'5 absence from the polit¬ 
ical scene in Palestine over 
these critical past iwo years. 
Israel has afforded itself the 
luxury of positioning Yasser 
Arafat as (he sole voice to rep¬ 
resent the oppressed millions 
in the Occupied Territories, as 
well as the many millions 
more driven from their home¬ 
land in the great Palestinian 
diaspora of the last 50 years. 

Paradoxically, Israel's cyni¬ 
cal strategic move may have 
doomed their so-called "peace 
efforts" from the start, as Dr 
Abu Marzook may be. in prac¬ 
tical terms, the one Palestinian 
leader who can bring an end to 
the violence, and win a digni¬ 
fied peace for his people. 

It is this profound cynicism 
and shameful bad faith which 
has guided their hand through¬ 
out the entire Abu Marzook 
affair. 

Dr Abu Marzook and his 
wife. Nadia El Ashi, have 
lived in the United Slates for 
more than 15 years, and both 
earned their degrees from Uni¬ 
versities here-his a doctorate 
in engineering—and four of 
their six children are native- 
born citizens of this country. 

This is a man who owns a 
home in tilt's country, has 
owned a business, has paid his 
taxes year in and year out. and 
has believed in the American 
way of life, its courts and in¬ 
stitutions, and its freedoms— 
even while fighting interna¬ 
tionally for the freedom of his 


Abu Marzouk 


own people. 

indeed, de¬ 
vout Muslims 
throughout the 
world can be 
characterized in 
general terms as 
conservative 
peopfe-their 
actions in the 
world are strict¬ 
ly governed by 
scripture, in all 
areas of their 
lives, from tith¬ 
ing 10 percent 
of their annual 
income to chari¬ 
ty. to being un¬ 
able to receive 
interest on bank 
accounts. 

What is 
more, the Koran 
enjoins aJJ 
Muslims living 
in secular soci¬ 
eties to obey 

the laws of the 

land they live in, and live in 
accordance with that society's 
wishes; indeed; as evidenced 
by the government’s continu¬ 
ing failure to offer any charges 
against Dr Abu Marzook. we 
can conclude he has faithfully 
fulfilled his religion's duty to 
honor the laws or the land. 

From the beginning. Dr Abu 
Marzook has met Israel's 
criminal charges openly and 
sincerely, vigorously denying 
any and all guilt while oppos¬ 
ing with ail the resources he 
could muster the United States 
Justice Department's attempts 
to extradite him. 

Finally tiring of endless bad 
faith on the pan of the US and 
Israeli prosecutions, as well as 
the clear, pro-Israeli bias on 
the part of the Federal judge 
who initially decided his fate, 
he has withdrawn his legal op¬ 
position to extradition, in ef¬ 
fect saying, “You want me to 



stand trial—1 will go willingly 
and fight these charges." Hav¬ 
ing called Israel’s bluff. Dr 
Abu Marzook has forced them 
at last to reveal their craven 
agenda for the ruse it has al¬ 
ways has been. 

Who could believe at the 
time of Dr Alsu Marzook’s ar¬ 
rest that Israel truly intended to 
carry out their extradition of 
him? 

Surely they knew then , as 
they are forced to admit now, 
that his presence in an Israeli 
courtroom, facing baseless 
charges which the Israeli gov¬ 
ernment knew it could never 
substantiate, would hardly fur¬ 
ther the "peace process." 

Surely they knew then, as 
they solemnly confess now, 
that such a tnimped-up action 
against a legitimate spokesman 
for Palestinian national aspira- 
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Track 


moves 


THERE HAS been, plenty- 
of-analysis on .the issue/**; 
linking the • Palestinian':-' 
peace track with the cor* ^ 
ti mistion of normalization;^, 
between Jordan and Israel 
Some even wrote-that tfteM 
previous Jordanian gov-:, 
emmenr tried to line the.* 

Jordan-Israel bilateral -tBvJ 
lations with the outcome, j 
Of the Arafat-Neta/ryahu.^ 
negotiations, while othereq 
immediately started speo-.g 
ulating that the Majali - 
cabinet, wifi dissociate the 
two issues from each othr 
er. 

We must always re-;-., 
member that it 'was the^ 
choice of our Palestinian 
bretbrens, at the Oslo; 
kitchen, to separate the 
peace tracks. Their own 
political decision, it al-- 
lowed them the room- to'rf 
manoeuvre to achieve the.;' 
best results for their re-.. 
speed ve sides. 

Nevertheless, the politi¬ 
cal decision at Oslo has 
no baring on the- organic 
relationship between the 
Jordanians and the Pales¬ 
tinians of the self-rule are¬ 
as, and does not effect the 
historical linkage of the 
two people, which had de¬ 
veloped into one common 
fate. One has to keep in 
mind that what has been 
written in terms of corn--, 
paring peace-tracks and. 
bilateral relations underr 
the circumstances is tctalb-; 
ly.unbalanced as well as 
uncombined in identifying 
the relationship of the two 
concepts with each other.. 

For a start, the exis¬ 
tence of the term peace 
track, indicates very cleaF- 
!y that peace has not been' 
achieved yet, and that ne^ 
gotiatioos is. still on the 
agenda to ascertain, the fi¬ 
nal results. This is obvi¬ 
ously the .case regarding 
the Palestiaian-Israeti ne¬ 
gotiations. and there , are 
still many issues to be re- 
.solved before- peace can 
be achieved. . 

But. . Jordanian-Israel) 
relations are of a different 
nature,' and are of a separ¬ 
ate qualitative level of de¬ 
velopment. Jordan, as a 
sovereign independent 
state, signed a peace 
agreement with Israel as a 
result of the normal conse¬ 
quence or negotiations on 
the Jordan-Israel peace 
track. 

We can conclude that 
the matter of tracks had 
outlived its useful exis¬ 
tence. Naturally, Jordan is 
concerned with peace¬ 
building and cooperation 
in the region than sticking 
to defunct notions of 
peace processes and 
tracks. It would be errone¬ 
ous to link the status of 
the Jordan-Israel peace re¬ 
lations, with the PNA- 
IsraelT peace negotiations, 
for the obvious reasons of 
comparing two different 
levels of relations with 
each other. 

Still, Jordan supports; 
the Palestinian indepen¬ 
dent decision, and cannot 
forget its responsibility to¬ 
wards our Palestinian 
brothers in realizing their 
dream of living in peace • 
and prosperity. This is a 
matter of fact, and an on¬ 
going process that will not 
stop, but it would be dan¬ 
gerous to entertain notions 
of unbalanced linkages, 
lest this imbalance in stat¬ 
us hinders the future de¬ 
velopment of relations 
with Israel while at the 
same time it reflects nega¬ 
tively on Palestinian- 
Israeli relations. There- . 
fore, instead of using Jor¬ 
danian influence in bring¬ 
ing solutions when there. 
are none, we will end up 
contributing to additional 
problems where there are 
many. 

The issue of linking the^- 
peace tracks, seems tor 
have its precedence in the . 
relationship of Syria to"' 
Lebanon with Israel. Here 
the attachment is done ac- 
cording to the mutual coni 
cem of both fraternal- 
countries. This is ootwith-. 
standing the presence of a : 
large contingent of Syria' 
troops to facilitate this': 
consent, but at least, one "• 
can talk about equal con¬ 
cepts. and perhaps equal • 
developments, with the '■ 
possibility of one partner.' 
in the relationship calling - 
the final shots. ' 

By definition, negotia¬ 
tions have an allowance of ^ 
set-backs, but bilateral ref¬ 
lations assume a different!; 
dimension, with mote -sof-} 
rious consequences. ■; 
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Business 

scene 


■ For ihe second consecu¬ 
tive year. Goldstar (Middle 
Ea^t Industrial Complex 
Co.) recorded stable growth 
rates of JD 21 milUon in 
1996 compared with JD 24.6 
million in 199?. Its profits 
reached JD 1.8 million. 
Goldstar's t< .tal comings 
reached JD 3 million while 
revenues at JD 6 million 
against JD 6.3 million in 
1995. 

■ Jordan Pipes Manufactur¬ 
ing seeks to boost its pro¬ 
duction and sales in 1997. 
The company's output 
reached ‘»850 lions in 1996 
compared with 9105 tons in 
1995. Its sales were 1 l.UOO 
,on *_ at JD 5.6 million in 
1995 compared with 9455 
ions at JD s million, the 
company's net profits were 
JD268JM. 

H The first Bahraini indus¬ 
trial produces exhibition is 
to be held in Amman from 
2-6 June. Among the prod¬ 
ucts on display arc food¬ 
stuffs. equipments lor Petro¬ 
chemical.' . petroleum and 
aluminium manufacturing, 
utensils, himiturc and elec¬ 
trical instruments. The expo 
is targeted at boosting eco¬ 
nomic ties between Jordan 
and Bahrain. 

A seminar will be con¬ 
vened to enhance commer¬ 
cial co-operation between 
the two countries. It will he 
organized through co¬ 
operation with Amman 
Chamber of Industry. Bah¬ 
rain is seeking to establish 
commercial links with 
importers and businessmen 
in the West Bank. Gaza 
Strip. Jordan. Leba- 
non.Syrian and Iraq. Jordan 
has held its first exhibition 
in Bahrain in 1995 and is 
planning to hold the second 
next year. A high level com¬ 
mercial mission for Bahrain 
is expected to visit Amman 
during the expo headed by 
the Minister of Trade All 
Saleh AI-Saleh. 

■ The Jordan Islamic Bank 
generated a profit of JD 5.6 
million in 1996. The Bank's 
budget was JD 618.6 mil¬ 
lion, deposits JD 502.3 mil¬ 
lion and investments 
reached JD 442 million, 
according to the Bank's 
annual report. The general 
assembly of the Islamic 
Bank agreed to distribute 
12% profits of the capital 
among shareholders. 
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Amman-Detroit 


Now, direct flights from Amman to Detroit on Saturdays. Effective 31 st of May. 
For details, call FU Sales Offices or your local agent 
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Reflecting the Change • 


Shale Oil: 


Jordan’s North Sea 


By DrMamdouh G. Salameh 

FOR A country bordered by two 
of the world’s major crude oil 
producers*— Saudi Arabia and 
Iraq —Joij an seems unlucky for 
ir is hoijlercd by the psi/Ls of 
those examines that have, until 
very recently, never shown posi¬ 
tive sigrs of hydrocarbons. The 
same las long been true of Jor¬ 
dan its/lf. 

Now the luck seems to be 
changing. Natural gas has 
already been found in commer¬ 
cial quantities that could provide 
25 p' reeni of the country’s elec¬ 
tric power. oil. too. has shown its 
presence. Furthermore. Jordan 
sits on huge proven and exploita¬ 
ble reserves of oil shale (Bitumi¬ 
nous limestone) estimated at 
36.7 billion tonnes (bt) contain¬ 
ing about 3.7 bt (equivalent to 
27.12 billion barrels) of extracta¬ 
ble oil. These reserves of extract¬ 
able oil are more than six limes 
the proven crude oil reserves of 
the UK's North Sea and virtually 
equivalent to those of cither the 
United States or Libya. 

Over recent years. Jordan's 
energy demand has averaged 
some 60,000 barrels of oil per 
day fb/dl. By the year 2000, Jor¬ 
dan's energy demand is pro¬ 
jected to rise to 80.000 b/d oH 
equivalent (oil and gas). Jordan 
has so far been partly reliant on 
trucked oil from Iraq and partly 
on what it can buy on the spot 
market and ship in to Aqaba for 
onward road transit to the Zarqa 


refinery. Costs arc estimated at 
$400 million per year and supply 
security is fragile. 

Jordan now generates 17 per¬ 
cent of its electric power from 
gas-driven turbines fuelled from 
the Rislui g; is field. Jordan's sin¬ 
gle gas-producing field. By the 
year 2000. gas-driven turbines 
could be providing 25 percent of 
all power consumed in Jonh in. 

Tile Risha gasfietd has proven 
reserves of around 530 billion 
cubic feet. It currently produces 
35 million cubic feet per djy 
(mef/d) from a sustainable capac¬ 
ity of 51 met/d. 

Oil was discovered in (984 in 
the 'Hamza oilfield” near Azraq 
when an experimental well tested 
400 barrels a day (h/d>. Today, 
the 'Hamza oilfield 1 is producing 
650 h/d from just two wells. The 
oilfield is though to contain 
around 10 million barrels of 
recoverable oil. Oil has also heen 
found near the Dead Sea. No 
results have been released yci 
pending well completion and 
assessment. 

However, if Jordan has not yet 
discovered crude oil in commer¬ 
cial quantities, il sits on huge 
proven reserves of oil shale esti¬ 
mated at 36.7 bt. Tlie oil content 
of this gigantic tonnage is in litc 
order of 3.7 hi (equivalent to 
27.12bb) with a specific gravity 
of 15 API. This gravity is similar 
to the bulk of Venezuela's heavy 
crude oil reserves. The oil shale 
reserves arc exploitable by open¬ 
cast mining and are easily 


accessible. 

We are now jt the 
point when: technology 
has made the extraction 
and processing Costs of 
shale oil competitive 
with conventional crude 
oil. This i> particularly 
so when we Like into 
account the cost ot 
exploration For conven¬ 
tional oil. 

the Canadians who 
have huge reserves of 
oil shale have devel¬ 
oped the technology to 
extract om.1 process 
shale oil at approxi¬ 
mately $*»-$! I.‘barrel 

and to realize a profit 
margin ol S7-S11/ 
barrel. Consequently at Salameh 
a 522/barrel price for 
conventional oil. pro¬ 
ducing oil from shale becomes 
economically viable. This will 
enable Jordan m become self- 
sufficient in oil and to recoup its 
initial investments within a 
period of 4-5 years. It will also 
save Jordan’s balance of pay¬ 
ment up to $400 million cur¬ 
rently spent annually on nil 
imports. Eventually Jordan could 
also become a net exporter uf 
shale oil. However, the eco¬ 
nomic viability oi shale oil w ill, 
ultimately, depend on the price 
of nil maintaining u level of at 
least $22/ barrel. 

The Paris-based international 
Energy Agency (EAi projects a 
price of S25/barrel by 200rt ris¬ 
ing to $28/barrel by 20**5 and if 



the global production capacity 
tightens due to severe shortage of 
investment funds, the price could 
exceed $35/ barrel by 20005. 
These price projections favor the 
development of shale oil in 
Jordan. 

Following the establishment 
of the National Petroleum Co. 
i.MPCi. the government has led 
an aggressive campaign to revive 
exploration for oil arid gas in the 
Kingdom by offering exploration 
and production-sharing contracts 
with attractive terms to foreign 
nil companies. This has resulted 
in the signing ol two new explo¬ 
ration and production-sharing 
contracts with Anadarko Petro¬ 
leum Corp.. and Trans Global 


Flotation of vegetable 
prices seen as til-timed 


By Dham Sadcq 
Star Staff Writer 

"LOWERING THE price of 
vegetables, you must be jok¬ 
ing.” This was the verdict of 
consumers'to the latest decision 
by the Supply Ministry to liber¬ 
alize vegetable and fruit prices. 
If anything, prices rocketed sky 
high. 

However, others take a more 
sanguine view. Some producers 
believe that the rise is attrib¬ 
uted to the shortage of supply 
because of the bad weather 
conditions in the country that 
were experienced in February 
and April. 

Officials sympathize. “In 
order to reduce the losses of 
fanners because of the bad 
weather and satisfy consumers, 
we are doing our best to speed 
up the establishment of parallel 
markets for vegetables and 
fruits.” Secretary General of 
the Ministry of Trade. Industry 
and Supply Ahmed Kreishan 
told The Star. Farmers can now 
display their produce at these 
markets he continued. 

This step will provide direct 
contact between farmers and 
consumers without the pres¬ 
ence of a third party, he added. 

While the market was previ¬ 
ously supervised by the Minis¬ 
try of Supply, now its role is 
limited to merely monitoring 
producers and merchants. 

' And it is this thar is causing 
prices to shoot up. 

For Mr Kreishan however, 
the problem is not quite that 
simple. “There are other factors 


which determine the increase 
or decline in prices." There is 
the weather conditions that 
negatively affected the pro¬ 
duce. In addition, the so-called 
“proper agricultural season" is 
nearing towards its end. 

Kreishan believes that the 
price hikes arc temporary 
pointing out that there is a 
decrease in some commodities. 

But this is not Food lor 
thought to consumers. Many 
say that price flotations have 
sent the wrong signals to gro¬ 
cers and a green light to hike 
up prices. 

Jordanian Consumer Protec¬ 
tion Society's Director, 
Mohammad Obeidat said that 
the idea of price notation is not 
a new thing. However, he criti¬ 
cized its liming. 

He pointed out that the deci¬ 
sion needs to be based on 
proper scientific research of the 
ratio of production and 
consumption. 

Amman Central Market 
Director. Mustafa Abu Osba'a 
told The Slur that the aim 
behind the price flotation was 
adopted because of complaints 
from consumers, farmers and 
merchants who didn’t like the 
price system imposed by the 
Ministry. 

But he agrees that the 
present price rise is the result 
of shortage in produce. 

“Actually, the Kingdom wit¬ 
nessed the worst conditions 
since February. Continuous 
rain and ice have resulted in 
many crop failures and losses 
to farmers. 


“If we compare the size of 
available vegetable and fruit 
produce this time of year «ilh 
the same time last year we 
notice a great deal of 
difference." 

The director added that icc in 
April is unusual, farmers diJ 
not lake precautions expecting 
a moderate spring weather. 

"Even crops planted in 
greenhouses were badly hit. 
because of the sub-zero temper¬ 
atures." Abu Osha'j said. 

However, market producers 
said that the price rise means 
that they would now have to 
stop exports ro ■aitisly the local 
market. 

But not so. Abu Osba'a said 
it can be a way out. He 
explained that exporting at this 
lime is ol much benefit to tann¬ 
ers. "Previously, farmers were 
complaining from the low 
prices that were even below 
expenses. Now they ean benefit 
and compensate tanner losses. 

However. Kriohan expects 
prices to decrease within the 
next few Jays as the parallel 
markets in Amman. Zarka and 
Irhid open. 

Abu Osba'a shares Krei¬ 
shan 'x view and ad Jed that the 
existence ol more than one 
market in areas with high popu¬ 
lation will create heated compe¬ 
tition among producers and 
lead to j satisfactory do.line in 
vegetable and fruit prices. 

Kreishan disclosed that a 
regular popular market will he 
opened near to the Amman 
International Show. Prepara¬ 
tions are still under wav. 


But Dr Obeidat is not opti¬ 
mistic. He says that prices 
would likely increase or even 
double in the very near future. 

He said the notion of parallel 
markets have to be studied 
carefully before the authorities 
can embark on such steps so as 
to avoid the creation of a mon¬ 
opoly situation and protect 
small farmers. 

But others expect a decline 
in vegetable and fruit prices 
within the few coming weeks 
when produce like tomato, 
which toda> is 450 fils per kilo 
becomes more readily availa¬ 
ble on the market. Tomato will 
no longer he exported to Leba¬ 
non. ;is the Jordanian-Lebanese 
agreement to export tomato to 
Lebanon will terminate today. 
Thursday I May. 

On the other hand, farmers 
see the price flotation as com¬ 
ing at ihe wrong time. 

Farmers losses in the Jordan 
Vj!le> last February and April 
covered more than 50.000 
dunums planted with all kinds 
of vegetables. They are 
demanding that the govern¬ 
ment exempt them from the 
interest on .ill agricultural loans 
.mJ reschedule their debts. Lat¬ 
est statistics estimate losses in 
the Jordan Valley and Deir 
•Mb for 15.000 dunums from 
2U r r to ltaKi. The expenses of 
iheir productive capacity are 
about JD 3 million, marketing 
losses in the light of current 
prices are JD 7 million. ■ 


Oil in 2996 while a letter of 
intern with Malaysia’s National 
Petroleum Company “Retronas” 
is about to be finalized and a gas 
exploration agreement with die 
American Oil Company 
"Amoco” for the farther develop¬ 
ment of the Risha gasfield, is 
under negotiaiioo- 

The exploration and produc¬ 
tion-sharing contract signed 
between Jordan and Anadarko 
Patroleum Corp. covers 16,800 
sq. km acreage in the northeast 
of the country near the Iraq bor¬ 
der where Iraq reported in 1993 a 
major oil find. The production- 
sharing agreement with Trans 
Globa) Oil covers a block of 
6,675 sq. km located in the Dead 
Su along the borders with the 
West bank and Israel. 

Jordan is. thus, in the fortunate 
position to be able to pursue a 
two-pronged strategy timed at 
extracting oil from its vast 
reserves of oil shale and also 
continuing the exploration drive 
for crude oil and gas. 

Under the inspired leadership 
of His Majesty King Hussein and 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson, Jordan has man¬ 
aged. even with limited 
resources, to build a vibrant 
economy, a high standard of liv¬ 
ing. an efficient educational sys¬ 
tem and a quality of life which 
are the envy of the developing 
world. No wonder then that Jor¬ 
dan's per capita GDP in 1995 
was 56.300 (Based on the pur¬ 
chasing-power parity as calcu¬ 
lated by the Work! Bank and 
IMF). This is higher, for exam¬ 
ple. than that of Brazil ($6,100 
and Argentina $6,000) both of 
which are extremely rich in natu¬ 
ral resources. 

One could then imagine what 
impact the development of shale 
oil or the discovery of conven¬ 
tional oil reserves in commercial 
quantities would have on Jor¬ 
dan's economy and employment 
opportunities and also on the 
country’s strategic position in the 
Arab world ■ 

The writer is an international 
oil economist, a consultant for 
the World Bant in Washington 
and a technical expert for the 
United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization 
(UNIDO) in Vienna. He also 
heads the Oil Market Consul¬ 
tancy Service in the UK. 
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Strict regulations needed for 
increase in hot cheques 

DESPITE THE latest amendments tc* the Penal Code, ihe 
“hot cheques'* phenomenon continues to send alarm bells 
ringing to the bonking sector in this country. 

According to the Central Bank of Jordan fCBJt. the 
number of cheques returned to sender in isfofi was 
446,800 cheques at JD442.200.000. This is compared 
with 440,900 cheques wonh JD400.4iXK)00 in 1945 

The CBJ pointed out that the number of cheques 
cleared last year was 8.645.200 worth JD 
10,845.500,000. What is disturbing the Central Bank 
however, is that during January and February of 1497 
alone, the number of uncleared cheques was 72.600 at JD 
70.5000,000. However. CBJ officials try to comfort 
themselves by pointing oui that the number of cheques 
lhai were cleared during ihese same month, were 
1.236,400 at JD 1,608,500.000. 

In 1992 the total number of cheques that bounced was 
a mere 252,000. Although, high at that time, il is now 
considered minuscule compared to today's worrying 
levels. 

Merchants say such a phenomenon reflects the decline 
in the economic situation and the recession in the local 
market. 

This problem have been created because businessmen 
and store owners sell their goods to consumers on hire 
purchase agreements. They say that they have no choice: 
They either sell on the “never never" or never sell at all. 

And so this is where the whole mess starts and agree¬ 
ments dishonored. It's all fine when the hire purchase 
agreements are drawn up, however, when the merchant 
goes to draw his first cheque from the bank, he finds out 
almost immediately that the buyer has no credit and so 
the cheque bounces. 

The “hot cheques”, phenomena today represents a real 
threat to merchants. Some have even gone bankrupt and 
closed their shops. 

The government through the CBJ has introduced strict 
measures to put an end to this phenomena, but ii seems 
that this is not working and the situation continues to 
worsen. 

But bankers continue to hope. They are calling on the 
CBJ to review the fees imposed on “hire purchase bills" 
in a step to put an end to the phenomenon of bounced 
cheques. 

For their side, banks are actively considering of with¬ 
holding cheque books from certain clients in a hid to stop 
this phenomena. But as the British say this wouldn't be 
cricket and the whole concept of banking would have to 
be redrawn merely to serve people in this country. A 
novel idea but not very practical in the long term. ■ 


British Bank offers extra service 


THE BRITISHBANK, which 
has operated in Jordan since 
1949. has become increasingly 
active in pioneering a range of 
personal banking products and 
services previously unavaila¬ 
ble in Jordan. 

The emphasis is now on a 
proactive approach to personal 
customers to ensure that they 
are aware of the range of cus¬ 
tom designed personal loans, 
credit cards and premium 
banking services available. 
Direct mail, visit programs and 
advertising are ensuring that 
the Bank’s customers are 
aware, not only of the Bank's 
international standards, but 
also of its desire to offer its 
customers a high quality of 
service. 

BritishBank offers one of 
the most accessible personal 
packages to employees of 
leading firms in Jordan 
together with the only credit 
card currently on offer in the 
market. 

The message, that British¬ 
Bank is here for the private 
individual as well as the corpo¬ 
rate customer has been wel¬ 
comed in the market place. 

With the accent on well 
trained approachable staff, 


British Bank is demonstrating 
its commitment to providing 
service quality unparalleled in 
Jordan. 

BritishBank is the largest 
and most widely represented 
international bank in the Mid¬ 
dle East with 28 branches 
throughout the UAE, Jordan, 
Oman, Bahrain. Qatar and 
Lebanon, an offshore banking 
unit in Bahrain and a new 
branch to be opened shortly in 
Ram all ah. 

This extensive regional cov¬ 
erage is enhanced by its asso¬ 
ciates, Saudi British Bank and 
Egyptian British Bank. In 
addition to its Middle Eastern 
network, the Bank has 
branches in Bombay and Tri¬ 
vandrum in India and Baku, 


Azerbijon. Il also has Private 
Banking operations in London 
and Geneva. 

BritishBank is a principal 
member of the HSBC Group 
since 1959. Headquartered in 
London with over 3.400 
offices in 78 countries and 
assets at 3IDEC96 of USD 
402 billion, the HSBC Group 
is among the world's largest 
banking and financial services 
organisations. 

Among the either principal 
members of the Group arc 
HongKong Bank in Asia. Mid¬ 
land bank in Europe and 
Marine Midland Bank in the 
United States' of America. The 
Headquarters of HSBC Group 
are in London. ■ 
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LONDON—The explosive 
growth in the emerging econo¬ 
mies has sparked widespread 
interest from investors. Encour¬ 
aged by the rapid development 
of the emerging financial mar¬ 
kets. investors have ploughed 
over S23U billion into equities 
alone since Lhc mid-1980s 

Tne many countries that 
make up (he emerging markets 
offer exciting new opportuni¬ 
ties. Bui one of the biggest 
problems facing global inves¬ 
tors is (hat these markets arc so 
diverse. Information is hard to 
find and the countries .do nor 
readily lend themselves to 
comparisons. 

To make sense of these 
dynamic and complex econo¬ 
mies. Union Bank of Switzer¬ 
land (UBS) has produced a 


comprehensive guide to 50 of 
the world’s key Emerging 
Markets. 

A generation ago emerging 
economies accounted for about 
a third of the world GDP. 
Today, this has grown to one- 
half of global GDP, and is pro¬ 
jected to increase to two-thirds 
in another generation. 

This represents a dramatic 
shift in the locus of world out¬ 
put While recording recent 
performance, the book also 
offers a long-term perspective 
on the political and economic 
developments. Some bench¬ 
marks for assessing future per¬ 
formance of the individual 
countries and the group as a 
whole are also included. 

In the next 10-20 years. UBS 
estimates that no less than six 


out of 10 of the world’s leaders 
in competitiveness will be 
located in Asia—Singapore. 
Malaysia. Thailand, China, 
Korea and Indonesia. We also 
see strong potential in Chile, 
Israel, Russia, Argentina, 
South Africa and Mexico. 

UBS is at the forefront of 
research into these new mar¬ 
kets and has pioneered the 
development of innovative 
equity and debt financing for 
many of them. 

The 50 countries covered in 
the Guide have been chosen for 
having attracted the most inter¬ 
est from a very diverse investor 
base monitored by UBS. On 
average they have grown 
around six percent annually in 
the last 10 years—almost dou¬ 
ble the rate of the “industrial" 


world. 

The UBS Guide to Emerging 
Markets is divided into 50 

country-by-country sections, 
each giving an assessment of 
the political and economic fac¬ 
tors and exploring important 
areas for investors such as 
equities and debt instruments. 
A key facts page at the begin¬ 
ning of each section shows at a 
glance each country's main 
imports, exports and trading 
partners. 

UBS, one of the largest and 
most influential global invest¬ 
ment banks, has assets in 
excess of Sfr400 billion and is 
a member of the world's lead¬ 
ing Stock Exchanges- it has 70 
offices around the world 
employing a staff of 28.000. ■ 
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Palestinian 



darkens 


amid cloudy Middle East 

peace process 


By Marjorie Miller and 
Rebecca T rounson 

JERICHO. West Bank— 
Palestinian negotiator Saeb Ere- 
kai often plays the contrarian in 
Middle East peace efforts— 
glum even after signing a hard- 

fought agreement on the with¬ 
drawal of Israeli troops from the 
West Bank city of Hebron and 
generally aptto see a gray lining 
in a silver cloud. 

Now, however. Erekal is in 
tunc with the rest of the Pales¬ 
tinian leadership as he sounds 
increasingly ominous warnings 
about the collapse of the peace 
process and the Palestinians 
lack of faith in the United States 
as peace broker. 

This gloom is pervasive too 
in the streets of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, where Palestin¬ 
ian support for the four-year-old 
peace process is dropping and 
the possibility of anned conflict 
between Israelis and Palestin¬ 
ians is openly discussed. 

Erekat. after a rcccni meeting 
with Secretary of State Made¬ 
leine Albright in Washington, 
said he has become convinced 
of two thi ncs: that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
is determined to do away with 
the t»93 Oslo. Norway, peace 
accords the previous. Labor 
government signed with the Pal¬ 
estinians and that the United 
Stales will protect him while he 
doc* it. 

‘1 think Netanyahu's ultimate 
coal is to gel his tanks rolling 
into the Palestinian areas.” Ere- 
kat said. "This man considers 
the Oslo jeeords* to be a poison 
dagger in his heart. He must 
pufi it out. I don't think the 
Amencans will stop him. They 
will inter.enc with crisis man¬ 
agement or damage control to 
save Israel from the 
repercussions." 

Palestinian Higher Education 
Minister Hanan Mikhail- 
Ashrawi. who met separately 
with Albright, concurred in a 
telephone interview from her 
home in Rumalluh. "This is the 
conclusion we all have 
reached ” Ashrawi said. 

Erekal said the Palestinians 
do not expect the United States 
to end its strategic alliance with 
Israel. "That’s not realistic," he 
said. But anger edged into his 
voice as lie addressed what he 
called American "impotence" in 
failing to prevent Netanyahu 
from building a new Jewish 
neighborhood in historically 
Arab East Jerusalem. 
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Gaza—Palestinian youth hang posters against settlements during a protest outside the 
Gosh Qatief settlement, Monday. 


"We had an agreement that 
was witnessed and signed by 
President Clinton. Tie question 
is: ’Did you. Mr Clinton, sign 
this agreement as a photo op? 
Or was your signature there to 
guarantee the precise and accu¬ 
rate implementation of this 
agreement?”' 

The Israeli government says 
it has the right to build any¬ 
where in Jerusalem. 

But Palestinians view the 
6,500-unil housing development 
in Eosl Jerusalem as Israel's 
attempt to create "facts on the 
ground" and pre-empt negotia¬ 
tions on the status of the holy 
city. The peace agreements say 
the fates of Jerusalem and Jew¬ 
ish settlements in the West Bunk 
are to. be decided in a final phase 
of talks, along with the future of 
Palestinian refugees, border, 
and the possibility of Palestinian 
statehood. 

Foreign diplomats say Pales¬ 
tinian disillusionment with the 
US mediation role has been 
growing since the United Suites 
vetoed two UN Security Coun¬ 
cil resolutions last month criti¬ 
cizing the Israeli construction on 
Jabaf Abu Ghncim. The Pales¬ 
tinians expected the United 
States to wrest concessions from 
the Israelis after the vetoes hut 
have not seen any. 

A sense of betrayal has been 
apparent among * Palestinian 
demonstrators who in recent 
weeks have burned mock IIS 
flags with the word “veto" 


scrawled across them. Protesters 
complained that the Americans 
would not rein in Israel and 
were blocking efforts by Arab 
and European countries to inter¬ 
vene in the crisis. 

A recent poll by the Nablus- 
based Center for Palestine 
Research and Studies found that 
Palestinian support for the 
peace process has fallen by 13 
percentage points in the month 
since Israel began cutting down 
trees and carving roads for the 
housing project in East 
Jerusalem. 

The interviews with 1.334 Pal¬ 
estinians from the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip revealed that 
support for pe;icc negotiations 
dropped to 6i> jicrccnt from 73 
percent the month before—the 
lowest level since February 
jodd. when Jewish settler 
Baruch (joklsiein opened lire at 
the Ibrahim mosque in Hebron, 
killing about 30 praying 
Muslims. 

At the same time, support fur 
suicide bombings, such as the 
March 21 attack in a Tel Aviv 
cafe that killed Ihree Israelis, 
rose lo 44 percent in ihe Gu/.i 
Strip from 17 percent there alter 
the wave m' attacks in February 
and March lOt/n: the support 
lor such actions was 35S percent 
in the West Bank compared 
with 24 percent last year. 

The predominant American 
view ul Palestinian disillusion¬ 
ment is that it is cyclical, rising 
and falling with the ups and 


downs of the problematic peace 
negotiations. 

Peace talks have been frozen 
since the housing project con¬ 
struction began and the suicide 
bomber struck the Tel Aviv 
calc. Moreover. Netanyahu has 
made it clear that he does not 
intend to cede any ground in 
Jerusalem or to recognize a Pal¬ 
estinian slate. The Palestinians 
also think they will get back 
much less of the West Bank 
from Netanyahu than they 
would have i'rom the previous 
government. 

"The problem has always 
been that the Palestinians feci 
beleaguered because they don't 
have the leverage with Israel 
that sovereign governments do. 
so they look to third parties.'' 
said a US official. "Pan of their 
negotiating tactic and strategy is 
to play on Americans' sense of 
guilt and lair play. They would 
like us to act more forcefully." 

In ihe face of Netanyahu’s 
hard-line policies, he added, the 
Palestinians "are transferring 
their expectations to the United 
Slates and Egypt to push their 
agenda.” 

'But Palestinians, and some 
US and European diplomats 
speaking privately, say confi¬ 
dence in American peace bro¬ 
kering has reached new depths. 
Before US peace envoy Dennis 
B. Ross' recent visit lo the 
region. Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser Arafat was 
refusing to take telephone calls 


Israel starts to feel costs 
of peace-talk breakdown 


By Rebecca T rounson 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Barely a month has passed since 
Israelis and Palestinians broke 
off peace talks, and already 
Israel is beginning to feel politi¬ 
cal and economic costs. 

Arab countries renewed their 
call for an economic boycott of 
Israel. Oman postponed a 
planned opening of an interest 
section in Israel and denied 
Israeli diplomats routine visas to 
the Gulf state. And conference 
organizers from Amman, to 
Beijing came under pressure to 
withdraw invitations to Israeli 
scientists, booksellers and lab 
workers. 

While packing little practical 
punch, these actions hold enor¬ 


mous symbolic significance for 
Israel, where each hard-won 
step toward acceptance by its 
Arab neighbors has been cele¬ 
brated as a major achievement. 
Barring a breakthrough with the 
Palestinians. Israel may be 
headed toward a new period of 
isolation in the region. 

"Does it matter that two 
Israeli diplomats can't go to 
Oman?" asks Gil Feiler. j Tel 
Aviv University professor of 
Middle East economics and an 
expert in tsraeli-Arab trade. 
"Not really, in any practical 
way. But from a symbolic point 
of view, it's very bad. And in 
the Middle East, the symbolic 
means a lot." 

Since Israel and the Palestin¬ 
ians signed their ft rat agreement 


in 1993. ihe peace process has 
suffered ;i number of setbacks. 
It was shaken by a serie;. nf 
deadly bombings fast spring and 
again, in September, by an erup¬ 
tion of violence after Israel 
opened a disputed entrance to j 
tourist lunnel in Jerusalem’s Old 
City. 

But ihe current crisis, which 
comes against a backdrop of 
profound mutual distrust, is 
worse, many analysts say. Nei¬ 
ther side any longer seems cer¬ 
tain that the pence process will 
yield what il desires: for Israe¬ 
lis. a secure peace: for the Pales¬ 
tinians. a state. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu has accused Pal¬ 
estinian Authority President 
Yasser Arafat ol indircct.lv 



pNA Minister of Local Government, Dr Saeb Erekat , opens the headquarters of the 
Crescent Club in Jericho Sunday. The youth-based club is seen another as another way 
<»/ supporting and strengthening Palestinian institutions. 


encouraging a renew al of terror¬ 
ist attacks against Israel. The 
Palestinians, angered by Israel's 
recent decision to begin con¬ 
struction of a Jewish housing 
project in disputed East Jerusa¬ 
lem. have accused Netanyahu of 
seeking to destroy the existing 
agreements, which are based on 
trading land lor peace. 

The negotiations have heen 
deblocked since mid-March, 
when Israel broke ground on ihe 
new neighborhood and a Pales¬ 
tinian suicide bomber soon after 
killed three Israelis at a Tel Aviv 
cafe. 

In late March. Arab foreign 
ministers met in Cairo. Egypt- 
and adopted a resolution urging 
Arab League members to renew 
the economic boycott against 
Israel and halt budding diplo¬ 
matic. scientific and cultural 

ties. 

The action was unlikely to 
affect diplomatic and economic 
ties between Israel and Egypt 
and Jordan, which have signed 
fvace treaties with the Jewish 
state. But even in those nations, 
there have been growing signs 
of frustration ;ind anger with 
Israel. 

The cooling of relations with 
the Arab world has contrihuled 
to a lading feeling of hope 
among Israelis that the immedi¬ 
ate future will he heifer than the 
past, according to Jerusalem 
political consultant Roberta 
Fubn, 

"I don't think we've crossed 
any red line in thfe sense that the 
situation can't change hack." 
Fahn said. "But what is different 
from a few months ago is that 
the sense of hope, ihe feeling 
that Israel wa* becoming a nor¬ 
mal player in the world, with it£ 
Citizens having the same kinds 
of options as any other, is gone" 


I A Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


from him. 

Edward Abington Jr., the US 
consul general in Jerusalem and 
the American liaison lo the Pal¬ 
estinians. has conceded he is 
less welcome in Arafat's office 
than he has been in the past few 
years. 

Arafat did meet with Ross, who 
is expected to return to the 
region within the next two 
weeks, and US officials expect 
the two to meet again. "Because 
there is the possibility of a US 
initiative in place, tArafat) is 
talking to us more actively.” 
said the official. 

Palestinians say ihey do noi 
believe that Americans realize 
the dcpih of the crisis. The 
implication is that the peace 
process could disintegrate into 
combat between ihe Israeli 
army and an estimated 30.000 
to 4fl,(KXj armed Palestinians— 
a conflict the 

Israelis no doubt would win. 
but with tremendous casualties 
and political costs. 

"I think we're in deep, deep 
trouble, i think we have a major 
and serious crisis us far as the 
peace process is concerned,” 
Erekat .said. "To be honest with 
you. 1 think the worst is com- 


M Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Sana ’—Yemeni leader Ati Abdallah SaHeh puls his vote into the ballot on Sunday's 
elections 


Mustafa Amin 

A symbol of freedom 


By Aziz Sami and Ghada Ragab 

HE WAS variously described as the quin¬ 
tessential journalist, the grand old man of 
journalism, pioneer of modem journalism 
and journalist par excellence. And the hype 
was unfailingly true. 

Mustafa Amin and his twin brother. Ali. 
were bom on 2.1 February 19 J 4 at the 
home of their maternal grand-uncle. Saad 
Zaehloui. national leader and former prime 
minister. 

In 1931. Mustafa Amin became deputy 
chief editor of the weekly magazine Rose 


El-Youssef. Three years later; he was 
appointed deputy chief editor of another 
weekly magazine. Akhcr Saa. 

The* twins then took the daring step of 
founding their own paper. Akhbar El Yont, 
u hard-hitting, through, some argue, sensa¬ 
tionalist. weekly newspaper, appeared on 
J1 February 1994. The style was revolu-. 
lionary. Lengthy articles were replaced by 
bold, crisp, capsulised stories under daring 
headlines, and a more modem concept of 
investigative repotting was launched. In 
1952. they published the mass circulation 
Al Akhbar. a daily newspaper. 
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Mustafa and Ali were known for scout- 
ingout for young talent. Many a prominent 
journalist had his successful career 
launched by the twins. 

Both twins were vigorous reporters. But 
Mustafa was the one known for his ruth¬ 
less pursuit of stories. Anecdotes abound 
of him switching bags on planes in order to 
obtain .confidential paper and reading, 
upside-down, sensitive documents on the 
desks of unsuspecting officials. 

In 1965, Mustafa Amin was indicted on 
charges of spying lor the United Stales and 
sent "to prison under a 25-ycar sentence. He 
pleaded that he had been acting under 
direct orders from President Gamal Abdul- 
Nasser to obtain information from an 
American diplomat In 1974, he was 
released from jail on medical grounds by 
Nasser's successor. President Anwar Al 
Sadat. 

Noting thai younger generations held 
Amin in great respect, journalist Salama 
Ahmed Salama said: 'The story of espion¬ 
age seems to have never carried much 
weight with them.’’ 

Following Ali Amin's death in 1976. 
Mustafa took over his daily column, "a 
thought” which appeared on the back page 
of Al Akhbar. and infused it with his own 
brand of humanitarianism coupled with an 
unrelenting quest for democracy. 

To the last, Mustafa Amin maintained 
his savvy of the public mood on issues 
ranging from education to the complaints 
of taxpayers. "A thought" was brief. light 
and for all its innate humanism, scathingly 
critical. "The older he got. the more out¬ 
spoken he became," Salma said. 

There has always been a.philanthropic 
streak in Amin’s work. He set aside a char¬ 
ity page in Akhbar El Yam called "Lailat 
Al Qadr." Through it. millions of pounds 
were solicited and chanifeiled for good 
deeds, such as medical help and tuition 
fees lo the needy. 

Mustafa weathered two severe blows 
following his release from prison. One was 
the death of Ali in 1976 and the other was 
the loss of his daughter. Rotiba. in 1990. 

"Mustafa Amin might, have been the 
quintessential journalist, doing everything 
for a scoop, when he was young." said 
writer Luis Greiss. "But for him, freedom 
was a two-way street. He stood for the 
freedom of all journalists, whatever their 
convictions, to speak their mind.” 

President Hosni Mubarak, in a cable of 
condolences to Ibrahim Nafic. chairman of 
the Press Syndicate, said that Amin "made 
contributions to developing the Egyptian 
press and coaching a generation of journal¬ 
ists who enriched Egyptian and Arab 
journalism." 

The Press Syndicate's council, in a state- 
menu described Amin as a "symbol of 
freedom who defended the people's right 
to liberty." 

Amin was taken to hospital three 
months ago, suffering from pneumonia. He 
returned home only a few days before his 
death. His funeral stoned out al the offices 
ol Akhbar El-Yam —in line with hit last 

WlSils 

He is survived by his widow. 
Tanawi. and a daughter, Sat’eya. ■ 
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Owe year on 


Remembering the 
Qaria massacre 


By Ali Baghdadi 

ONE YEAR ago, on 18 April 1996 to be 
exact. 155 mm Israeli shells donated by 
Uncle Sam rained down on Lebanese men. 
women, and children taking refuge in a 
UN peace-keeping compound in Qana, 
southern Lebanon, to escape Israeli air. 
sea, and land bombardment of their towns 
and villages, and as a result, the bodies of 
102 Arab civilians were shattered to piec- 


| Leading up to the Qana massacre, 17 
milages had been flattened, over a half mil- 
ion people hod been rendered homeless, 
m lore than 200 had been murdered, and 
pundreds were wounded, in what was 
[named as operation “Grapes of Wrath. 1 * 
'Then Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres, 
who was given the Nobel Prize for Peace, 
ordered the bombing blitz. The entire 
world, with the exception of the White 



UN soldiers carry the body of a victim killed by Israeli shelling 


House, condemned this Nazi-like barbaric 
attack conducted intentionally against de¬ 
fenseless civilians. 

The UN compound in Qana has become 
a holocaust memorial to remind the world 
what Zionist Jews are capable of. The 
hangar where the lives of 102 victims were 
shattered to pieces has been left as it was. 
Bits of shrapnel, broken furniture, twisted 
metal, burned blankets, bloody toys are 
scattered on the floor. Nearby, the mass 
graves of these victims have been covered 
in black marble and decorated with por¬ 
traits of the martyrs. Arabs and Muslims 
from every comer of the globe visit the site 
and promise the dead this ugly crime will 
never be forgotten. The time will come 
when the war criminals will be brought to 
justice and punished. 

Butros Botros Ghali. though he was an 
obedient servant of his American masters, 
lost his job as a UN Secretary General. He 
was sacrificed at ihe altar of the Zionist 
masters who control the Oval Office. His 
only crime during his four years of service 
was the issuing of a mild UN report put¬ 
ting the blame for the Qana massacre on 
the Israeli government. 

The UN commander, General Slanislaw 
Wozniak. rejected the Israeli lies and 
called the attack unacceptable. 

"Simply, you do not attack civilians. 
You do not attack UN positions,** he em¬ 
phasized. 

The massacre was an act of deliberate 
terror aimed at punishing civilians for Tel- 
Aviv’s failure to bring an end to Lebanese 
resistance and determination to liberate 
their lands from Israeli occupation. . 

Israeli military men who participated in 
the slaughter of Lebanese civilians said 
that the attack was justified; that they have 



no regrets; and that those who 
were killed were just **a bunch 
of Arabs" whose lives are not 
important. 

The Israeli military com¬ 
mander who led these men de¬ 
clared that this was a war and 
we must continue to tight like 
real fighierx. 

“We did our duty. They de¬ 
serve to die because they are 

only Arabs." __ 

Halrr. an* Israeli magazinef"! UNsoUUenstand over the covered bodies that resulted from Israeli bombardment of 
obeyed the orders. My con- Qana in south Lebanon. 
science does not bother me at 


all. We should have fired more 
shells to kill more Arabs... One Arab more, 
one Arab less, you know. Even the battery 
commander said that to us. Any way. 
there are'millions of Arabs." 

Munira Taqi. who fled with her family 
to the UN compound in Qana from their 
home in Jebol Buttum a few miles away, 
lost her husband and an eight-year-old 
daughter. The mother who was shielded 
by her husband was wounded in the legs. 
While sitting beneath photos of her slain 
loved ones, she told newsmen who came to 
visit her 

“My child was on my lap and then she 
vanished. Shreds of her pajamas were all 
that was left.” 

Her surviving seven-year-old daughter 
walks with a limp and rarely speaks. Her 
left leg and arm arc cripplcd. 

In the town of Nahateya. a family of 
nine, including a mother and seven chil¬ 
dren (one a four-day-old baby), were 
wiped out by a so-called surgical strike. 
The father had left two days earlier to per¬ 
form pilgrimage in the Holy City of Mec¬ 


ca. The father now has no wife, no chil¬ 
dren and no home to which to return. 
American technology, as shown over Leb¬ 
anon, Iraq and Libya, does work! 

Earlier an ambulance with two women 
and four children received a direct hit. 
None of its occupants through their histo¬ 
ry, to intentionally and willingly direct 
their American supplied guns and rockets 
against helpless refugees and commit an 
ugly massacre of defenseless women and 
children, just survived. American weap¬ 
ons over Muslim and Arab have proven to 
be effective! 

The questions that puzzles every decent 
human being any where on earth are the 
following: 

How can anyone find it acceptable for 
a people, who had themselves experi¬ 
enced many calamities because these ref¬ 
ugees chose to remain close to their 
homes and villages 1 .'! How can anyone 
imagine that people, who had suffered 
centuries or oppression, are able to target 
innocent civilians taking shelter in a 


camp belonging to a UN peace-keeping 
unite, despite repeated UN personnel s 
appeals to slop the shelling - .". How ean 
any man or woman comprehend how 
Jews, who build memorials to remind 
people of the "holocaust", have the pow¬ 
er to drop “smart" bombs over towns and 
villages inhabited by real people?! How 
can any individual understand how Jew's, 
who continue to complain Irom Nazi 
atrocities, have the strength and will to 
force the evacuation of l(K) towns and 
villages and render the peaceful inhabi¬ 
tants homeless with no lood. water, 
clothing or shelter?! 

The Qana massacre is only one in a se¬ 
ries of tiuissucrcs that Israel committed 
since its illegal creation by the West on 
Palestinian soil. Israel has shown the en¬ 
tire world that it is always capable, \yith 
plenty of American help, ol acquiring 
and using the most sophisticated technol¬ 
ogy to kill and maim, to orphan and wid¬ 
ow. and to destroy and burn people who 
have done them no harm! ■ 


Amman and Arab cities of the future 

What will they be like? 


The Abu Marzook affair and what 
it means for American justice 


AMMAN—Will the 
21 century mean 
more livable cities for 
the Arab World? In 
Amman today, new’ 
conversations have 
begun as to who or 
what will determine 
the answer to this 
question. 

Critical issues face 
the urban populace in 
these cities in its daily 
encounter with the 
built environment in 
which it lives: Will 
housing for the major¬ 
ity address their basic 
and future needs? 

What will govern¬ 
ments and planning 
agencies need to do to 
allow residents, archi¬ 
tects and developers 
design and build com¬ 
mercial as well as pri¬ 
vate and public space 
for tomorrow? 

The Aga Khan 
Award for Architec¬ 
ture. in collaboration 
with the Abdul Ha- 
meed Shoman Foun¬ 
dation initiated a two- 
day event earlier this 
week at the Darat al 
Funun amongst pro- Her Majesty Qu 
fcssionals whose narofZnhaHa 
skills can contribute Foundation Mr 
to answering these 
questions. 

Besides bringing together Jordanian ar¬ 
chitects with their counterparts from 10 
countries across the Arab world, the meet¬ 
ing cnahled its participants to exchange 
experiences with architects, not only 
based in the Muslim world, but also in the 
West. 

Moreover, the lessons that emerged 
from two decades of the Aga Khan 
Award's search for solutions to such 
problems are now being shared with those 
who will shape the spaces and buildings 
to be used by Arab societies of the future. 

The ftrsi morning session held on Sat¬ 
urday. at which Mr Ibrahim Izzedin. di¬ 
rector-general of the Abdul Hameed Sho¬ 
man Foundation was present, was opened 
by Mr Ali Maher, director of Darat al Fu¬ 
nun and addressed by Dr Tom Kessinger. 
general manager of the Aga Khan Trust 
for Culture. Dr Suha Ozkun. secretary- 
general of the Aga Khan Award for Ar¬ 
chitecture and distinguished Indian archi¬ 
tect. Professor Balkrishna Dos hi. a mem¬ 
ber or the 1998 Award Steering 
Committee, introduced the Award.- 

"Achievements such as the restoration 
and revitalization of cities such as San'oa. 
Tunis, and Bukhara, together with the 
provision of appropriate infrastructure 
and utiliu'es have resuscitated the decay¬ 
ing cores, of medians for commercial and 
residential use.** said Dr Selma Al Radi, 
the New York-based archaeologist of Ira¬ 
qi origin, who is also a member of the 
1998 Award Steering Committee. 

“These efforts." she continued, “have 
changed the quality of life foe their resi¬ 
dents, enabling some of their poorest peo¬ 
ple to live in decent accommodation." 
More importantly, however, success has 
been achieved in the face of regulatory 
and bureaucratic constraints and econom¬ 
ic pressures that plague urban develop¬ 
ment throughout the Muslim world. 

Award-wfrtning projects represent liv¬ 
ing examples of how communities in 



Her Majesty Queen Noor and Her Royal Highness Princess Ghtdda (right) listen to the semi 
nor ofZaha Hadid on Sunday night On the left is the new Director-General of the Shoman 
Foundation Mr Ibrahim Izzedin. 


countries such as Jordan have, with the 
support of committed professionals, pre¬ 
served to overcome the challenges im¬ 
posed by long-inherited convention, cus¬ 
tom and statute. 

Whether cities like Amman can be 
“greener" or whether individuals will be 
able to construct buildings that look dif¬ 
ferent but can also function differently 
were among the topics that generated live¬ 
ly debate at the first session at which Am- 
man-based architect Bilal Ham mad spoke 
about architecture in Jordan. The meeting 
continued over the second day and was 
concluded with a lecture by renowned 
London-based Iraqi architect Zaha Hadid. 
winner of architectural competitions for 
the Hong Kong Heights and the Bristol 
Opera. 

Stimulating conversations that raise not 
only the intellectual curiosity of profes¬ 
sionals but also the interest of the con¬ 
cerned citizen are among the most benefi¬ 
cial results of die work that the Aga Khan 
Trust for Culture is doing through the 
Award for Architecture and its related 
programs. 

The Aga Khan Award for Architecture, 
established in 1977 by His Highness the 
Aga Khan, to recognize excellence in the 
built environment in which Muslim socie¬ 
ties have a significant presence, is the 
largest of its kind in die world. Prizes 
worth $500,000 have been awarded every 
three years since 1980 to 70 projects from 
countries throughout the Muslim World. 
Through such recognition, judged by a 
distinguished independent jury that typi¬ 
cally comprises urban planners as well as 
architects and other professionals, and 
seminars and regional meetings such as 
the one in Ammon, the Award’s has a sig¬ 
nificant impact around the world. 

Related programs of the Aga Khan 
Trust for Culture include one focused on 
architectural education which established 
the Aga Khan Program in Islamic Archi¬ 


tecture at Harvard University and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
20 years ago. and the Historic Cities 
Support Program which has completed, 
or is working on. restoration and sustain¬ 
able revitalization projects in historic 
sites as diverse as the Stone Town of 
Zanzibar, the city of Samarkand, the vil¬ 
lage of Karimabad in Northern Paki¬ 
stan’s Hunza provide and the outskirts of 
Fadmid Cairo. 

Like other countries of the Arab world 
such as Syria. Egypt. Saudi Arabia. Leb¬ 
anon. Tunisia, the UAE and Qatar. Jor¬ 
dan has also had on Award-winning pro¬ 
ject. the East Wahdat Housing Program 
which is a refugee settlement approved 
by the community itself. 

Jordanian architect Rasem Bad ran de¬ 
signed the Courts of Justice Mosque and 
Plaza in Riyadh which won an Aga Khan 
Award in 1995. Amman was the venue 
for an Ago Khan Award Seminar on 
Places of Public Gathering in Islam in 
1980. 

Among graduates of the Ago Khan 
Program in Islamic Architecture at Har¬ 
vard and MIT are several young Jordani¬ 
an architects practicing and retching in 
Amman. The current meeting is being 
co-sponsored by the Abdul Hameed Sho¬ 
man Foundation which shares the inter¬ 
est of the Aga Khan Trust for Culture in 
encouraging greater awareness and un¬ 
derstanding of the cultural heritage of the 
part of the Muslim World. 

The Aga Khan Trust for Culture is a 
member of the Aga -Khan development 
Network, a group of agencies working to 
improve living conditions and opportuni¬ 
ties-in specific regions of the developing 
world, particularly in Asia and Africa. 
The mandates of these agencies range 
from culture, health, education and rural 
development and the promotion of pri¬ 
vate sector enterprise. ■ 
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lions, and a man welcomed as a leader by 
Muslim nations throughout the region, 
could only inflame the hatred of Hamas' 
considerable base of support in Gaza and 
the West Bank, erupting with terrible con¬ 
sequences for all involved—Israeli and 
Palestinian alike. 

So it remains now to ask. if these reali¬ 
ties have been obvious to any casual ob¬ 
server. much less to professional political 
strategists, then how is it Dr Abu Mar¬ 
zook has been incarcerated here by the 
United Slates government, separated from 
his wife and children, deprived of his 
freedom and dignity for these long 
months—all for the sake of a foreign 
power whose insincerity in this matter has 
never been in question? 

The answer, unfortunately, is unpleas¬ 
ant for any Ameri¬ 
can who has held 
this nation's con¬ 
stitutional stability 
and standards of 
fairness in high es¬ 
teem. 

The vision of 
sanctity and invio¬ 
lability that, in the 
best of all worlds, 
guides our inde¬ 
pendent judiciary 
has long been—at 
least in theory— 
one of this coun¬ 
try's greatest con¬ 
stitutional bul¬ 
warks against 
tyranny. 

Yet in the Abu 
Marzook affair, a 
clear' example of 
the corruption of 
our federal judici¬ 
ary by the political 
will of the execu¬ 
tive branch stands 
now. unrepudiated. 
os an indictment of 

th Simp'y m 'pm. the Marzook: A me 
action against Dr 

Abu Marzook was conceived when the Is¬ 
raeli Cabinet—hardly a branch of our ju¬ 
diciary. or even Israel's—resolved that he 
should be arrested and detained. 

The -US government did not detain Dr 
Abu Marzook because an American judge 
hod found probable cause that he had 
committed a crime—rather, it detained 
him because non-judicial officials at the 
State Department asked that he be de¬ 
tained. and the government bent the rules 
to detain him as if this constituted a legal 
basis. 

To review the legal charade fostered by 
the federal courts, we need only look at 
their halting record of proceedings against 
Dr Abu Marzook. 

Initially, the United States detained Dr 
Abu Marzook at Kennedy Airport without 
a warrant, and indeed without any charges 
whatsoever. 

Then, the government purported to 
hold him—still without specific charg¬ 
es—for exclusion, although as a perma- 
neni resident alien summary exclusion 
procedures we re legally inapplicable. 

Their reason? 

Because the government wanted to 
minimize. If possible, any due process of 
law for Dr Abu Marzook, and it had no 
charges that it could legitimately assert. 

Indeed, to this day the only charges as¬ 
serted by the government to justify any 
exclusion proceeding are predicated on Is¬ 
rael s allegations, which they now drop. 


And these very allegations were based en¬ 
tirely upon a “confession" obtained under 
torture, which was later recanted by the 
tortured man. Since when has American 
justice allowed the product of torture to 
stand as evidence in its federal courts? 

Then, the government brought an extra¬ 
dition proceeding to extradite Dr Abu 
Marzook to Israel, except that Israel had 
not actually assembled evidence that he 
was guilty of extraditable crimes when 
the government brought the proceeding, 
forcing the United States government to 
ask for more time during which Dr Ahu 
Marzook was detained, still without a 
proper predicate for holding him or the 
slightest demonstration that he is a danger 
to public safety. 

Next, the government—less than two 
weeks after it had hastily brought its im¬ 
proper exclusion proceedings—asked the 



Abu Marzook: A moment of contemplation 


Court for permission to abate these pro¬ 
ceedings while ft brought the extradition 
proceeding, based on a statute that had 
been declared unconstitutional on the 
very grounds that it ceded judicial inde¬ 
pendence to the State Department. 

Now. with Dr Abu Marzook's extradi- 
.tion unopposed yet ironically undesired 
by Israel itself, the exclusion proceeding 
will begin again, and delaying it would 
mean that the government could seek to 
hold Dr Abu Marzook without legal basis 
for years—the very situation Dr Abu Mar- 
zook's defense team predicted would oc¬ 
cur when its request for simultaneous ex¬ 
clusion and extradition proceedings was 
denied at the beginning of this cose. 

Israel’s “special relationship" with the 
United States', forged over years of shared 
military and strategic interests in the Mid- 
East, is hardly a state secret. 

American citizens are free to support, 
oppose or ignore this Fact of United States 
foreign policy as they wish— : it is funda¬ 
mentally .'a reality created by successive 
administrations of the. Executive Branch 
of government, fostered by the Legisla¬ 
tive Branch .through approval of funds. 
. laws and oversight, and- implemented by 
the State Department, which is the Presi¬ 
dent's prerogative. . 

.Yet the-Judicial Branch'of our govern¬ 
ment is meant to be. fre® of any of these 
considerations when weighing the free¬ 
dom and life of a man in its hands. 


One can only conclude, after a card u I 
examination of the Ahu Marzook alfair- 
which remains unresolved as of this writ¬ 
ing. as Dr Ahu Marzook sits in the Metro¬ 
politan Correctional Center still—that Is¬ 
rael’s legendary power lobby in 
Washington is much greater than any 
have dared say before. 

While its influence over Stale Depart¬ 
ment Middle East policy has been born of 
the symbiosis of US and Israeli policy ob¬ 
jectives in the region, such relationships 
have long been the prerogative of the ex¬ 
ecutive branch, for better or worse. 

But now the chilly hand of internation¬ 
al and domestic political lobbying has 
reached out to shape our nominally im¬ 
partial federal judiciary-using tortured 
confessions, subterfuge, and racist, anli- 
Isiamic hysteria to further Israel's agenda 
in the Occupied Territories. 

That our federal 
courts and judges 
have been party to 
such craven cynicism 
is only a part of the 
injustice here. 

For beyond these 
considerations, there 
is Dr Ahu Marzook 
himself, who has 
been imprisoned and 
humiliated by the US. 

His wife and chil- 
drcn.'rcsidcnts of Vir¬ 
ginia. have been 
forced to travel long 
hours for their week¬ 
ly meetings with 
Mousa. putting great 
hardship on the fumi- 

iy- 

Thc children must 
bear the strain of see¬ 
ing their father in a 
New York City jail 
cell. Tar from home, 
while Dr Ahu Mar- 
zook's wife has had 
to carry the house¬ 
hold responsibilities 
-alone. 

His aged parents in 
the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries have no contact with their son; in¬ 
deed- as Dr Abu MarzonkLs father de¬ 
clines in health, there is the very real 
possibility that he may never sec his fa¬ 
ther again. 

. I** addition. Dr Ahu Marzook's relig¬ 
ious life has been disrupted: isolated from 
the Islamic community, unable in partici¬ 
pate in weekly Friday jum’aa prayers, and 
deprived of contact with his imam or a 
persona! religious advisor, he has had to 
practice his faith as best he can. in the 
noisy, sordid environment or a maximum 
security prison wing. 

Yet. for Dr Abu Marzook’s part, he ac¬ 
cepts what has befallen him with the stoic 
reserve or a man who has dedicated his 
hfo to the national struggle of his people. 

w ^ n L° f , thou “" ds of Palestinians in the 
west Bank and Gaza have suffered jail¬ 
ing torture and death at the hands of Is¬ 
rael s security forces in the Occupied Ter- 
ntones --any historic human struggle for 
indepcndenec is not without its continu¬ 
ing human costs. 

■ Mousa’s own family's cxnul- 

f„ 1 H- G i 2a rarm °* boyhood 
IhatfnKL d,s P lac ?. mcm Palestinians 
that followed Israeli statehood in 194S 

Ufe in terms ° r noting but 

his p-i*> - ** 

In the context of the life he has given to 
tms ngnt, jail and persecution arc mere 
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Swashbuckling Fujimori 

gambles, wins 


By Sebastian Roteila 

BUENOS AIRES. Argentina 
“—After more than four months 
of negotiations, rumors, threats 
and rhetorical posturing by the 
government and the guerrillas. 
Peruvian President Alberto 
Fujimori ended the marathon 
standoff at the Japanese ambas¬ 
sador’s residence in Lima, 
Peru, in characteristic style. 

The president ordered a 
secretive. surprising and 
extremely risky military raid 
whose speed and skill matched 
the prowess oF the attack by 
leftist rebels who took over the 
mansion on 17 December. Fuji¬ 
mori bided his time and stuck 
la his hard line. He gambled. 
And the astoundingly low casu¬ 
alty count among the hos¬ 
tages—one dead—-gave him a 
victory that had seemed 
unthinkable. 

As the smoke cleared in 
front of the battle-scarred man¬ 
sion last Tuesday afternoon in 
the Peruvian capital, the com¬ 
mon wisdom and armchair 
analysis generated during 
weeks of crisis there evapo¬ 
rated along with in An attack 
would be a disaster. An attack 
would never work because the 
Peruvian security forces were 
not up to the job. An attack 
would produce a bloodbath and 
destroy Japanese-Peruvian rela¬ 
tions. Peru’s international 
image and Fujimori's increas¬ 
ingly shaky political future. 

Inslead. in one stroke of bril¬ 
liance and luck. Fujimori's 
image rocketed back upward. 
He regained the mantle of the 
anti-terrorist warrior who has 
brought order to Peru. That 
was clear last Tuesday night 
from the moment of his swash¬ 
buckling arrival at the scene in 
a bulletproof vest, the smoke of 
the raid's aftermath flickering 
behind him. 

Fujimori could have been 
talking about himself when he 
told Peruvians in a speech 
delivered in vintage fashion 
from the back of.a pickup 
truck: “We arc going to grow 
stronger out of this 
experience.” 

Fujimori keeps a keen eye 
on opinion polls. He made the 
most fateful decision of his 
career at a time when his popu¬ 
larity ratings had sunk to near- 
record lows of about 45 



Peruvian Special Forces carry an injured soldier in the Japanese ambassador’s residence 


percent. 

In addition to the grinding 
toll of the 18-week siege, Fuji¬ 
mori had been battered recently 
by new crises. The most serious 
was a scandal that erupted this 
month when the military intelli¬ 
gence service was accused of 
killing and torturing its own 
agents, which worsened the 
cloud of suspicion hanging 
over the often-maligned secur¬ 
ity forces. 

“It was the worst crisis of his 
government,” said political 
commentator Fernando 

Rospigiiosi. 

Clearly, though, the voter 
approval polls were not Fuji¬ 
mori's only guide because the 
majority of Peruvians told poll¬ 
sters they opposed military 
intervention. 

In practical terms, the negoti¬ 
ations with the rebels of the 
Tupac Amaru had ground to a 
halt, irrevocably blocked by an 
impasse over the rebels' 
demand for the release of hun¬ 
dreds of imprisoned terrorists. 
The standoff boiled down to a 
test of wills between two very 
tough men, Fujimori and rebel 
chief Nestor Cerpa Carlo]ini, 
neither of whom intended to 
back down. The president 
steadfastly refused to release 
Tupac Amaru prison inmates, a 
measure widely rejected by 


Peruvians. 

“It was an act of national 
responsibility against the 
intransigence of the Tupac 
Amaru,” said commentator 
Jaime de Alihans. “Cerpa 
underestimated the president.” 

“I have Oriental patience,” 
Fujimori told the news media at 
one point during the siege. But 
there were recent signs that the 
president believed the time for 
action had come. Earlier before 
the raid, a weary Bishop Juan 
Luis Cipriani, the most visible 
member of the neutral negotiat¬ 
ing commission, told reporters 
he did not know how much 
more of the fruitless process he 
could take. His face and words 
were notably bleak. 

"There was a sensation dur¬ 
ing recent days that a nego¬ 
tiated outcome was not going 
to happen,” said a foreign dip¬ 
lomat who has been monitoring 
the crisis. Worsening the out¬ 
look, Cerpa assumed an espe¬ 
cially stem tone in recent dec¬ 
larations over the radio. He said 
he would reduce access by Red 
Cross doctors to the hostages, 
some of whom were in delicate 
health. 

There was another portent 
over the weekend. Fujimori 
replaced his interior minister 
and Gen. Antonio Ketin Vidal, 
chief of the national police. 


who is considered a hero of the 
tight against terrorism. Analysts 
believe the two were replaced 
by more hawkish commanders 
partly because the security 
forces failed to anticipate the 
Tupac Amaru’s takeover of the 
Japanese ambassador's 

residence. 

Even as Fujimori's chief 
negotiator told the press just 
before the raid that the talks 
were making pro g res s, the pres¬ 
ident was approving the final 
plans for the solution with 
which he was far more comfort¬ 
able than with negotiating: die 
use of force. 

In making this decision, the 
president’resorted once again to 
the military and security 
forces—the pillar of his power 
since he temporarily dissolved 
Congress in 1992 to step up the 
war on terrorism. He acted this 
week as he did during that 
"self-coup." almost alone, aided 
by a small and hermetic circle 
of advisors. He came out look¬ 
ing like the illustrious Com¬ 
mander-in-chief of special 
forces units whose exploits 
Tuesday were no less impres¬ 
sive than those of world- 
renowned Israeli or US 
counterpins. 

“1 think his popularity will 
go up and so will the popularity 
of military and the intelligence 


services, who govern in part¬ 
nership with him,” Rospigiiosi 
said. He said he feared the 
security services would use the 
success ro distract attention 
from the current scandals. 

Many analysts say that if the 
Japanese had not been involved. 
Fujimori would have ordered a 
rescue much sooner. The Peru- 
vian-Japanese connection was 
the sensitive nerve at the core of 
the crisis; Peru’s reliance on 
Japanese foreign aid and politi¬ 
cal support was seen as the cen¬ 
tral obstacle to the use of force. 

Unless Fujimori received 
some sort of secret or tacit 
approval from Japanese offi¬ 
cials. who said they had no 
advance knowledge of the 
action, he apparently decided 
that the chances of a successful 
operation merited the risks. 
Although the Japanese prime 
minister expressed displeasure 
at not having been advised, it 
appears unlikely the outcome 
will hurt Japanese-Peruvian 
relations. 

“It shouldn’t damage things,” 
the foreign diplomat said. 
"They would have preferred a 
negotiated outcome, but it's 
hard to argue with the results.” 

Although the Peruvian econ¬ 
omy has sagged since nrtaining 
world-leading growth levels 
three years ago. the resound¬ 
ingly successful resolution of 
the most internationally promi¬ 
nent crisis of his presidency— 
and one of the thorniest chal¬ 
lenges a leader could face— 
bodes well for his electoral 
aspirations. The president is 
widely expected to seek elec¬ 
tion for the third lime in the 
year 2000. 

This greatly strengthen his 
international image.” AJthaus 
said. “He has defended order 
not only in Peru but in the 
world” ■ 

LA Tones-Washington Post 
Newsservice 


UN reports acts of 
‘barbarism ’ against 
Rwandan children 


ByJohnDaniszetnki 

KINSHASA. Zaire—UN offi¬ 
cials Monday called it an act of 
“utmost barbarism”: In die 
middle of the night, soldiers 
bum into a hospital where 50 
severely malnourished Rwan¬ 
dan children were receiving 
emergency food and threw 
them “like sacks of potatoes” 
onto the back of a truck to be 
driven away to an unknown 
fate. 

The soldiers, wearing uni¬ 
forms like those worn by the 
Zairean rebel alliance, also 
beat up two nurses and an aide 
at the hospital in Lwiro, eastern 
Zaire, so badly that they had to 
be hospitalized and berated 
them for “caring for our ene¬ 
mies,” said a spokesman for 
the UNrCEF. 

The revelations amounted to 
the latest allegation of serious 
human rights violations against 
Rwandan Hutu refugees by the 
Tutsi-allied rebel forces of 
Laurent Kabila, adding to 
charges in recent days that 
rebel soldiers and Zairean vil¬ 
lagers have killed hundreds of 
refugees and driven tens of 
thousands of others away from 
internationally supervised 
camps where they were being 
fed. 

Monday, between 5,000 and 
10.000 Hutu refugees—among 
more than 85,000 missing 
since last week—emerged 
exhausted, frightened and hun¬ 
gry from forests and drifted 
back to camps south of Kisan¬ 
gani that they had fled after 
what they described as brutal 
attacks by villagers and rebel 
soldiers. 

Humanitarian workers were 
able to enter one of the camps, 
at Biaro, for the first time in a 
week and discovered 20 bodies 
lying in .a heap at the field 
hospital. 

Some of the corpses looked 


as though they wewe former 
patients who had succumbed to 
hunger and illness, hut others 
appeared to have bfc«n hacked 
to death with machetes, said 
Paul Stromberg, a spokesman 
for the UN refugee :igcncy in 
Kisangani. 

Aid workers have Cemandcd 
a full and impartial investiga¬ 
tion of all the human-rights 
violations, and are preparing to 
begin a long-delayed emer¬ 
gency airlift Tuesday ai< ling to 
repatriate Hutu refuges to 
Rwanda as quickly as possible, 
Stromberg said in an interview 
by telephone Monday night. 

The disappearance of tb- ref¬ 
ugees from the camps h d set 
off an international outcry, 
including a charge from UN 
Secretary-General Kofi A,-non 
that the rebels were carr ing 
out a “slow extermination', of 
the Hutus, whom they bit.roe 
for participation in the mass 
executions of Thesis in Rwanda 
'in 1994. \ 

At a tense face-to-fece rneet- 
ing last Sunday with Kabila, 
aid agencies won his assent to 
bring back the refugees. But 
Kabila also set a 60-day dead¬ 
line for the refugees’ total repa¬ 
triation to Rwanda. 

Annan’s spokesman, Fred 
Eckhard. said in New York that 
the 60-day deadline was “unre¬ 
alistic. Repatriating the refu¬ 
gees within 60 days could be 
done only if they first are 
found, moved to a secure 
place, fed and given medical 
care, he said. US State Depart¬ 
ment spokesman Nicholas 
Bums, in Washington, also 
called Kabila's deadline 
“unreasonable ... and 
unacceptable" 

But given the perilous situa¬ 
tion of the refugees in Zaire. 
Stromberg sai<£ the airlift 
home would begin immedi¬ 
ately. Several hundred of the 
refugees will be flown from 


Will ‘the Rock’ be 
Britain’s next Hong Kong? 



By Anne Swardson 

GIBRALTAR—The large 

mainland neighbor of this tiny 
British colony has gotten par¬ 
ticularly aggressive lately. 

Border crossings are more 
curtailed than usual, and air 
and sea transport between the 
peninsular colony and the 
mainland remain illegal. Resi¬ 
dents of the colony, which has 
been under British control for 
nearly three centuries, are 
increasingly concerned, and 
are planning a massive protest 
demonstration against the 
neighbor next month. 

But then, relations have 
never been very good between 
Spain and Gibraltar, the col¬ 
ony whose citizens worry that 
after the 30 June final transfer 
of Hong Kong to China, nego¬ 
tiations over their own future 
may follow. 

“We are next on the 
agenda,” said Gibraltar’s for¬ 
mer chief minister, now oppo¬ 
sition leader, Joe Bossano. 

Spanish officials don’t 
disagree. 

“It's difficult to explain 
how it occurs in Hong Kong 
and doesn't in Gibraltar,” 
Spanish Prime Minister Jose 
Maria Ainar said in a recent 
interview. “Spain maintains 
its claim of sovereignty over 
Gibraltar. We have ample rea¬ 
son for it. and we expect time 
and common sense to estab¬ 
lish a solution” 

As Aznar pointed out, at 
least in the case of Gilbraitar, 
Britain and the other parties 
have time. There is no expir¬ 
ing lease, no pressing reason 
to settle the fate of the 31,000 
citizens of this rocky lump 
protruding off the Costa del 
Sol. 

But some in the Spanish 
press have suggested that the 
transfer of Hong Kong should 
induce Spain to push harder 
for Gibraltar, which it lost to 
the English in 1704 and has 
been trying to get back nearly 
ever since. 

To the multi-ethnic Gibral¬ 
tarians, the idea is horrific. 
Although most residents here 
speak fluent Spanish, the offi¬ 
cial Language of Gilbraitar is 
English, and so is the official 
culture. 

Restaurants serve steak and 
kidney pie; gin and tonics are 
on every menu. The duty-free 
stores crowding the hilly, nar¬ 
row streets sell British news¬ 
papers and Cadbury choco¬ 
lates along with tobacco and 
alcohol. The currency is ster¬ 
ling. albeit Gibraltar sterling, 
and police officers, who wear 
those towering black helmets. 



are called bobbies. Lunch is 
eaten at what Anglo-Saxons 
consider lunchtime, not at 2 
or 3 pm as in Spain. 

. Cars heading to Spain pass 
through in single file only, 
mid drivers often are asked to 
open trunks and show identifi¬ 
cation. Delays are an hour pr 
more. Spain also can slow 
down cars entering Gibraltar, 
often enough that retailers on 
the Rock worry tourists are 
being scared away. , 

Tf people get hassled too 
much, they just him their cars 
around and go back. ... If 
there was a smooth flow 
across the border, business 
would be a lot better,” said 
Rajnl Parswani, proprietor of 
the Marble Arc, a clothing 
store cm Main Street 

Lately, citizens of Gibraltar 
have been harassed in newly 
inventive ways. . 

A busload of schoolchil¬ 
dren, beaded for a hockey 
game in nearby Cadiz last 
January, was turned bock 
because authorities refused to 
recognize their collective 
travel passport, which had 
been issued by Gibraltar, not 
Britain. The wife of the gov¬ 
ernor, Britain’s representative 
in Gibraltar, was .detained for 
several hours earlier this 
month because her passport 
was British and her car was 
registered in Gibraltar. * A 
week earlier, the same thing 
happened to the British com¬ 
mander of the NATO base 
here. 

The hassles are not just at 


the frontier, either. A Gibral- 
: tan an returning from Italy by 
air was detained at the Barce¬ 
lona airport and “deported” to 
London because his Gibraltar 
passport was not recognized. 

Spun will not participate in 
some international ' sporting 
events in which Gibraltar also 
plays. It refuses to recognize 
Gibraltar’s international tele¬ 
phone code. And Spain will 
not allow Gibraltar a seat at - 
the table of negotiations on 
Gibraltar’s future except as a 
member of the British 
delegation. . 

A, . Spanish diplomatic 
source said there are reasons 
to support much of what 
Gibraltarians perceive as 
hassles. 

Gibraltar-issued passports 
are not acceptable because 
Gibraltar is not a country. The 
lines at the border stem from 
a simple lack of resources, -as 
in many countries. And 
Gibraltar is not granted a seat 
at the negotiating table 
because “they don’t exist as - 
an international partner with 
Spain.” he said. 

‘Thar one democratic coun¬ 
try, in the European Union 
should pretend another demo- 
cratic EU country should hand. 
over Gibraltar as if it were a 
parcel is a betrayal of demo¬ 
cratic. principles.” said" Chief. 
Minister Peter Caroaiia, 
Gibraltar’s top elected 
official. 

Caruana said Spain’s posi- . 
tion is particularly galling 
because he won hi* election 


campaign a year ago with 
promises of constructive dia¬ 
logue. He also has helped 
clean up the extensive smug¬ 
gling that irritated Spaniards 
and Gibraltarians alike; now 
he finds his good will has 
reaped no return, he said. 

Over the years, Gibraltar 
has complained to the United 
Nations and, more recently, to 
the EU in Brussels, with little 
result. Tafts between Spain 
and Britain are conducted 
every year, as decreed by 
treaty, but nothing ever 
changes. 

Earlier this year, Spanish 
Foreign Minister Abel 
Matures floated the idea of a 
long, multi-decade period Q f 
joint sovereignty, followed by 
the transfer of Gibraltar to 
Spam. The proposal has not 
been made formally, but some 
here viewed It as a positive 
step on the assumption that it 
was an opening offer. 

8tiU ’ il is hard to imagine 
JSVf 9 braltar accepting 

w k,n i d ° f conncc tion with 
Spam In a 1967 referendum 
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Kisangani to Kigali. Rwanda. 
Tuesday, he said. 

Lauchlin Monro, program 
coordinator for UNICEF m 
eastern Zaire, gave a detailed 
account of the attack at the hos¬ 
pital in Lwiro, 22 miles north 
of Bukavu near the Rwandan 
border. He said 50 Hutu chil¬ 
dren were taken in all, P[ us v~ 
about 10 of their parents- Other • 
patients in the hospital have 
since run away, fearing the sol¬ 
diers will return. 

No children have been 
returned and no bodies have 
been' found, he said. The attack 
began at 4 a.m. when the 20 
soldiers arrived in a truck, fired 
their guns in the air, and began 
carrying the children out, said 
Munro. expressing concern that 
the children were still alive 
given their "extremely poor 
physical and nutritional state 
and “the extremely crude and 
barbarous way" they were 
abducted. 

T don’t know whether this is 
the action of a rogue com¬ 
mander or a rogue bunch of . 
troops.” said Munro. inter- ( 
viewed by telephone by BBC 
Rudio. “What I do know is that 
whoever it was, from whatever 
side .... it was an act of utmost 
barbarism” 

The children, most of whom 
were orphaned or had been sep¬ 
arated from their families, had 
been gathered up by the 
humanitarian group Save the 
Children along the refugee 
trails in eustem Zaire last 
November and December. 

“These were children, not even 
teen-agers—they had nothing 
to do with the fighting or the 
genocide in Rwanda.” said 
UNICEF spokesman Roger 
Botralhy. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
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• Her Majesty Queen Noor. 
joined in the annual Terry Fox 
Ran for cancer research held 
last Friday. Contributions from 
the run are going to the Al Amal 
Cancer Center: Many including 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Ra'ad bin Zeid participated in 
the 10—kilometer run that 
started from the Al Hussein 
Sports City and ended in the Al 
Antal center. The charity run 
was jointly organised by the 
Canadian Embassy in Amman 
and the Al Antal center. Cana¬ 
dian Ambassador in Amman Mr 
Michael Mo lloy earlier said that 
he is convinced that the Al Amal 
Center will become the leading 
cancer research center for the 
Middle East. 
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The best of comedy lightens stage 


By Anca de Maio 

Special to The Star 


O nly two weeks after die end of the 
Amman Internationa] Theatre Festi¬ 
val. the Royal Cultural Center was 
enlightened again to present the 
highly-professional ‘Paravento’ Swiss 
Theater Company in a sparkling ‘Commedia Del- 
liarte’ performance. The masked performers spell¬ 
bound the public with their perfect mastery of 
their interpretation. 

Mr.David M. Zurbuchen, the administrative 
director underiinded that the Swiss-1 tali an com¬ 
pany from Locarno is a restless messenger of one 
of the four cultures of the Swiss Confederation 
performing SO percent of their activities abroad, 
10 percent in the non-Italian linguistic regions of 
Switzerland and eight percent in Tessin. 

Under the patronage of the Swiss Embassy in 
Amman, the Noor Al Hussein Foundation and the 
Pro Helvetia Swiss Foundation for Culture, this is 
the first performance of the company in the Arab 
world. Their tour includes Cyprus. Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon and Turkey and are performing the play 
“Cases of Hunger and Love” by LuiseDa Stela 
"Four centuries of ‘Commedia delliAne’ in the 
history of Italian theatre and only 200 kilos of 
outfit freight are the main reasons of our choice," 
points out artistic director of tbe company, 
Miguel GenAiegos. 

“From its beginnings in 1982. our company 
demonstrated a strong propensity towards the 
comic theatre," Mr Zurbuchen says. “Until 1989 
when we first literally worked on a script, we 
were doiag clown theater based on circus, panto¬ 
mime, acrobatics, improvisation and silent cin¬ 
ema techniques. 

Mr Zurbuchen also adds that for the last few 
years we have been relying on the dramatic text 
without having given up our variety of techniques 
even when playing ‘Carlo Goldoni or Albert 
Camus.” 

Developed in the 17th century, “The Cases of 
Hunger and Love” was staged by Paravento in 
1989 by the Italian director Alessandro Mar- 
cbetti, a genuine “figJio delliarte,” Zurbuchen 
explains. He is the desceodent of a family of pro¬ 
fessional comics which from generation to gener¬ 
ation played such characters as Arlecchino, Pan- 
talone, Colombian. Brigbella and others. The 
comic art was developed in northern Italy in 
1550. 

“Thanks to Marchetti we picked up a whole 
tradition," Mr Cienfuegos says. "Although a lot 
of their know-how has been lost, some secrets are 
still preserved We adhere to all the traditional 


elements that Marchetti provided us with, from 
mask-wearing and broad physical gestures to 
musical interludes and clowning, but we do not 
push them to the extreme.” be explains. “What 
we aim at is not a documentary museum-like 
performance, but rather balance between the tra¬ 
ditional and tbe modem, now that many Euro¬ 
pean directors experience with commedia by giv¬ 
ing contemporary specific interpretations to what 
is supposed to be universal and stereotypical," he ' 
continues. * 

Just tike comedy in the Middle Ages, all per¬ 
formers. apart from Columbina and Fortnna 
wear masks. “The modem element we have intro¬ 
duced is the fact that the traditional black masks 
have been replaced by more expressive colorful 
ones, Cienfuegos says. ‘The function of tbe mask 
is essential with commedia dellarte, its ‘charac¬ 
ters' are improperly called so, they are ‘types’ or 
simply ‘masks' in fact,” he points out 

“The movement of the body, shoulders and 
mouth in particular, conveys the mask all sorts 
of feelings. At tbe same time, behind the mask 
the actors' mime the corresponding emotions and 


transmit the expressions of their faces to ihc 
mask.” he adds. “Natural expansion of the words, 
the gestures are convincing but more temperate 
than those of the actors of the time." 

ArHechino, the clownish valet, always in 
search of food and female companionship. Pan ta¬ 
lone. the gullible old man disguising Ms age to 
attract women, Colambina demonstrating wit and 
charm in a world of stupidity, greed and constant 
misunderstanding dramatize a scenario centered 
on the two basic conditions of our lives: hunger 
and love. 

At an incredible 'staccato' rhythm and with a 
perfect articulation of pantomime and recitative 
art techniques, the actors tell m Italian and Eng¬ 
lish the story about how literally starving Arile- 
chino and Brighetla find a way to sooth their hun¬ 
ger with Colambina's help. Being taken for a 
marquees and his mother by Pan talone. the two of 
them are caught In an elementary but very pro¬ 
ductive comical situation. The fraud is not 
planned and Panralorte continually prevents 
Arlecchino from explaining the situation. 

The laughter technique is directly connected 


to the comic time” explains Cienfuegos. “The 
gag is just a matter of rhythm. There are certain 
prearranged formulas that we have to respect, but 
there ore also a number of free ‘soggetaT sub¬ 
jects) that invite the interpreters to improvise and 
resort to their own comic sense,' he says. "The 
reaction of the public is a key element that we 
have to take constantly into account." Zurbuchen 
adds. “The Jordanian public has been very 
responsive to our humor", he concluded. 

The company also performed at the University 
of Jordan and made a four-hour theoretical and 
demonstrative introduction at the theatre-in- 
education program premises of the Noor Al Huss¬ 
ein Foundation, that is directed by Hasson Dor- 
wish. “The details they revealed to us about the 
comic effects of the rhythm and the articulation 
between language and body movement would 
probably enlarge the palette of techniques we 
employ in problematic and depictive theatre” Mr 
Darwish says. “On this occasion we have all dis¬ 
covered similarities between the characters of Ital¬ 
ian traditional theatre and Arab popular stories ” 
he added. ■ 
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In cooperation with Amman Marriott 

British Airways introduces 
new travel packages 


Environmental problems 
get a look in by students 


BRITISH AIRWAYS in 
cooperation with the 
Amman Marriott Hotel, 
held a seminar to introduce 
its latest North America 
Value Plus packages for 
Jordanian travel agents. 

The seminar was 
attended by BA Manager 
in Jordan. Ms Fiona Ham¬ 
ilton. and Director of 
Sales St Marketing for the 
Middle East Africa and 
Sub Continent World Wide 
Sales Office. Mr Samir 
Daqqaq. 

It was also attended by 
Ms Jilllan Burns from the 
American Embassy in 
Amman who briefed the 
participants on procedures 
and regulationv&dopted by 
the embassy to process 
visa applications for tour¬ 
ists wishing to travel to the US. 

The seminar was followed by a workshop for 
travel agents. The workshop consisted of a series 
of sessions dealing with various issues pertain¬ 
ing to the travel industry, including BA Holi¬ 
days. Executive Club, Sales & Revenue and 



North America Value Plus. 

BA Sales Manager in Jordan, Rose Laty 
stressed that “these seminars and workshops are 
an integral part of BA’s efforts to relay the latest 
information and experience to the local market." 


WITHIN THE framework of the European edu¬ 
cational program elaborated by the “Young 
Reporters for the Environment." the French 
Cultural Center and the French School in 
Ammon held a competition about reporting on 
environmental problems in Jordan. French 
School students as well as ones from Jordanian 
establishments also took part. These include the 
Rosaire Sisters' Colleges. Nazareth Sisters' 
College, the New English School Amman) and 
Yarmouk Riots' School (Irbid). 

The competition was launched on the 12th 
of January for three groups ranging between the 
ages of eight till 17. These included pupils 
from grades I to 6. from 7 to 9 and from 10 to 
' 12 . 

On 10 April all participants submitted a sum¬ 
ming-up article. Its length varied according to 
the age-groups: 60-100 words for the first age- 
group. 150 for the second and 200 wards for 
the third age-group. Written in French, all 
papers are the results of the team work of 
students. 

“The excellent results of last year’s contest 
on the topic of international citizenship of the 
young encouraged us to propose to our student 
journalists the high-interest topic of the envi¬ 
ronment this year.” said Jean-Marc Man¬ 
giante. the language attache of the French 
Embassy and Che assistant director of the 
French Cultural Center in Amman. 

“Besides adopting their principles of investi- 


Coca Cola supports 
Jordanian youth 
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Students of the Jordan University for Women enjoy a relaxing day 


Activities held in Zeitouna University 

IN A move to encourage youth activities in universities 
throughout the Kingdom, the Coca Cola Comoany began a 
campaign to revitalize the spirits of Jordaman students. 
The first two events were held in the Zeitouna University 
and the Jordan's University for Women last April- The 
events included a mixture of Qiltural and leisure activities. 


gation and publication, our collaboration with 
the European Association of Young Reporters 
for the Environment includes the participation 
of the current first prize winners in the June 
local activities of the Direction of the “Acade- 
mie d'Aix-Marseille,” as well as next year's 
organization in Jordan of one of the Associa¬ 
tion’s biannual international field missions,” he 
said. 

As the environment in Jordan was added to 
the priority list of the Association's educational 
projects, an European team of six students and 
two teachers will come to Jordan in March- 
May 1998 to investigate tbe environmental 
issue. 

The chosen topics of the 60 participants 
relate to water and air problems in Jordan 
today: water purification, water saving, deserti¬ 
fication. air pollution and its affects on health. 
Other subjects like animal life protection, 
archeological preservation; waste material recy¬ 
cling and hygiene have been approached too. 

Suggestions and practical in formation was 
provided by Jean-Marc Hoffmann, regional 
hydraulic expert at the French Embassy. 

The works selected by the jury were about 
dynamic inquiries and synttirtic articles on 
original subjects for showing an original 
approach to a common topic). 'The aim of the 
contest has been essentially educational and not 
necessarily linguistic,” pointed out Mr 
Mangiante. 

“The best article will be published in May in 
the fourth issue of tire students' newspaper, A 
Bras Ouverts (published in Ammon) and prob¬ 
ably in Le Jourdoin, Mr Mangiante continued. 

“A publication edited exclusively by students 
(with the exception of the editorial), A Bras 
Ouverts comes out twice a year and iadudes 
contribution from students from about 30 Jor¬ 
danian schools and the French School of 
Amman," he explained. “About 3000 copies of 
the latest issues were published anti distributed 
to 20 French establishments in the region, 
schools and universities as well as to 15 French 
schools in the five continents,” he added. 

The official awards will take place early this 
month at the French Cultural Center. An exhi-. 
bition of winning articles and posters will also 
be on display. 

The first five prizes include a 10-day trip to 
France and they will be awarded to students 
from Jordanian schools and two from the 
French School. There will also be other prizes 
such as books, Walkmans and T-shirts for the 
runners up. The sponsors of the competition are 
A Bras Ouverts, Nestle Jordan Trading Co., Air 
France in Amman, Asgrow Seed Co., Solvo-. 
chem Holland SV, Hachette and Ge 
fntemationaL 

Next year’s competition will be on a com¬ 
pletely different cultural theme: Geography 
and history of the 10 French cities dial will host 
the matches of the finals of the 1998 World 
Football Cup, added Mr Mangiante. ■ 
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The ultimate gopher insult 
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Jourdain 


Israel annonce la levee du ioMcZage 

9Le gouveruemeut israeliena , g?? ^L^Pa^nie^deffiw-Samarie (CuyordanJe) 

~SST “* 

:7.0fl0 ffitrrn «fe to tom* * Gc*z MiMf ulU,, ™^J^" u % Ue J avec circonspection. un haul 
territoire israelien. Du cole palesttmen. ceue “ iUeeale* et que *sn levee ne signiGe pas 

responsable mppeUant que «Ie bouclage est une mesure ill g q 

qu’il v ail un relour a la normals. . . . d _i„ 5 fa trente ans, maries . 

Us Palestiniens qui anl Menu les automations necenaires sont ages dr puts 

et doiveni avoir obtenu Ur feu vert des services de secuntea 'genial-suicide commis par un 

U bouclage avail etc impose depuis cinq 0 a ^ ^ mainU ;,a. en raison des risques 

Palestinien to 21 mars dans un cafe de Tel-Am. II avaU ensuue™ 
d f attentat pendant les fetes de la Pdqucjuive qui «f£t^*** 

• . i_-__ !*•* tiprtes naur l economic causei 


" d’ottentat pendant les fetes de la Pdqucjuive qui out pnsjinjunuu y'rffereirf d six 

/lil CfQf Scion les autorites palesliniennes. les pertes pour l iconom* cansees par 

S .. ^ M 1 A rvt ont Ptl Truncal S tl LI VJ l d. I millions dc dollars par jour. 

uppiemcin en xittuyu* .... . . ... .iwnn 
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Systeme judiciaire 

Une reforme qui devient urgente 

Depuis maintenant plusieurs semaines , * nombreuses personnalites 
jordaniennes prdnent une reforme du systeme judiciaire. Lelie Cl 
devrait passer a la fois par une modernisation de I appareil 
judiciaire et l’adoption d’un nouveau mode de fonctionnement. 


Palestine 





La menace 

Depuis plusieurs semaines, les ni S?™ a *‘°'? - w 
israelo-palestimennes 

ni personae, ne semble capable dmfleclmlQ,,g 
politique du Premier mimstre israelien. 


Le »i»uvcmcmcnl a m'U- 
dainement eieve lc pnx de 
Vcssenx cn 1‘JSO.cl Minsja 
mnindre precaution, a deci¬ 
de dc changer lc systeme 

dc sub vent i on ncmcnl du 

pain. Cos dcu\ decisions 
nut provtmue a ch;iquc Inis 
crises cl rcM'lics. El au- 
jmird'htii. pcr>.mnc nc sail 
si I ny aura pas hieiiluL unc 
nonvclie crisc dc cc type. 

Alors que le gnuverne- 
, mem explique ses demar¬ 
ches ci leine dc lain? cum- 
p a-ndre .iu\ Jordaniens Ics 
r . list ms csseniiellcs qui 
I'ineilciii a prendre telle ou 
idle decision nujeure dans 
| ; , vie des ciloyens. cciic 

explication esi a chaquc 
Inis jinhiguc el arrive trop 
turd. 

AciucUemoni. les Jorda- 
nieus n't mi pas la nvindre 
idee stir la silu.ilion cs«»nu- 
mique et sur son deve- 
loppcmcni dans I'.tvcnir. 
p.irlttis. lc gouvenienient 
nmtrrii les roes dc la popu¬ 
lation en promciiaru une 
prosperiie ecmiomique pro- 
ehaine. a lops que dans 
d'auires oct-asjons. il 
pic fere insistcr sur les 
denes qui pesenl sur le do.s 
de la population. 

Par excmple. les Jorda¬ 
nians i.c li mmiis.sem pas 
preeiscmcnl le pnurecntagc 
de chomaae de la popula¬ 
tion aeii\c. Us nc comprcn- 
nent pas pourquoi le eou- 
vernement ticnl tant a Her 
le dinar avec le dollar. El 
siinmii. its ne croient pas 
Unites les informations et 
slaiistiques I'numies par le 
gouvcrnemcni 

En laii. le gouvernemeni 
n'a jamais fail I'clTort de 
I'.ivoriser au\ medias 
I'acccs a fin formation. Les 
ehnses restent toujours 
compiiquees el incxplica- 
hlcs. Et quand le gouverne- 
menl prend unc decision 
itnponanic. les Jordaniens 

sc vnieni cont mints 
d'ceouier la BBC ou de re- 
giirdcr les ehaines de televi¬ 
sion israelicnnes pour 
mieux comprcndre ee qu’il 
sc passe dans leur pays. 

Les Jordanians n'onl plus 
confiance dans les dis- 
, cours. et par consequent, 
j dans la pressc qui reproduil 
Jes declarations offieiefles 
sans avoir la possibiiile de 
les verifier ou hien d'en- 
queter. 

Pouriani. la loi sur la 
pressc el la publication de 
I9 l >3 cxigc que le gou- 
vernemem loumisse tous 
les documents a la presse ct 
insists sur un lihre acces ii 
I'in format ion. Or. dans la 
pratique, ee n'esi jamais le 
cas. Toute information 
loumic par des institutions 
gouvemementalcs- ii la 
pressc esi le tvsuliai d'un 
aetc individucl. Cast grace 
ii un fimctionnaire coopc- 
rjiif qui choisit d'aider la 
pressc. Mais e'est ires rare- 
nieni lc eas lorsqu'il s'agii 
d’infomiations I'ondamen- 
tales. 

A I'oecasinn dc la jour- 
nee internationale de la 
pressc qui sc dentule same- 
di. la Jordanic devrait rcHe- 
| chir au.x moyens de rcstau- 
rcr la conllauce entre les 
ciloyens et les medias. H 

devrait les inciter a e.xpli- 
quer. a analyser, a critiquer 
soil udion. Au lieu dc fairc 

allcndrc les joumalisles 
pendant des mois avant dc 
leur donner ocrtaincs suuis- 
liqucs ou informations, il 

dcvrail I'aciliier leur travail, 

com me la loi le demunde. 

Des changements sont 
done imporwnts. el ur¬ 
gent*. II esi ridicule de con- 
slater qu'a la vcillc du 
21emc sicclc. les medias sc 
hatieni daas lc mondc en- 
lier pour ohtenir lc meilleur 
reportage on les meilleurcs 
informalions sur diffcrenls 
problemcs imemationau.x. 
alors que nous en sommes 
toujours it essayer dc savoir 
quelle esi la situation eco- 
nmnique precise de la Jor- 
danic.B 

Su'eda Kilaoi 


«Le systeme juJi- 

ciairc jordamcn traverse line 
phase estrcmvment grave (... 1 
qui access it e une revision dc so 
situation afin qu'il puisse con¬ 
tinuer it fonclionncr. (...) La 
corruption esi fort repandue 
Jan\ le bureaux, et ccs 
problemcs Joivcnl ctrc regies 
Jemaniere rapide-. 

Ces pmpos nc sont pas ceu.x 
d'un parti politique deposition 
ou d-'un magistral mais ecus du 
prince heritier Hassan. et datent 
d’un mois et demi. 

Le ministrc de la Justice dans 
le gouvemcmcm precedent. 
Abdel Karim Doughmi. pro- 
nonsuit alors. par interim, un 
discours du prince ii l'oceasion 
dc la remise des diplomes des 
eiudiams de I'lnsiitut de lornw- 
lion des juges. 

Ces demiers inuiu. la situa¬ 
tion dramalique de la justice a 
eii* evoquec par des rc'-ponsa- 
blcs politiques a plusieurs re¬ 
prises. Les demissions .de 
quelques magistrals eminents 
de la Cour supreme de justice 
ont provoque des remous au 
scin de I'opinion publiquc. 
Voila un an et demi. un mouve- 
ment dc protestation a exp lose 
au sein du corps judiciaire. Les 
magistrals se plaignaicnt des 
bus salaires et de I'ahscnee de 
certains privileges, tcls que cc- 
lui dc bcncficier dc voilures 
cxemptecs dc droits de douanc. 
dent les hauls fonetionnaires 
jouissent. 

Cct aspect rcvendicatif de la 
crise qui touche le systeme ju- 
dicioire ctail le plus simple ii re- 
gler. Et une augmentation de- 
cente des salaires des 
magistrals a rapidement etc 
decretee. 

L'urccncc d'antender cer- 
taines ‘lois. les procedures judi- 
eiaircs. le besoin d'ameliorer les 
techniques et le fonctionnement 
du systeme judiciaire. sans ou- 
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Lc prince heritier Hassan a demamie a plusieurs reprises 
une reforme du systeme judiciaire (photo d’archives). 


blicr la corruption evoquec par 
le prince Hassan. constituent 
des volets de ce que I on pour- 
rait U'ores et dejit appcler la rc- 
l'ormc judiciaire. 

Les Jordaniens se plaignent 
de plus en plus de ia lentcur des 
pruccN. une affaire ordinaire 
pou'ani prendre plus dc 3 ii 4 
ans. Les ciloyens ont de plus en 
plus I’impression que les trihu- 
nnux ne eonsliiuent guc/e un 
moyen cl'licacc pour reeuperer 
lours droits ou pour obtenir jus¬ 
tice. 

Pour fairc trainer une affaire, 
un a vocal peui donner le nom 
d'un temoin imaginairc. et. lc 
temps de chcrcher et dc verifier 
son idemite. 1'avocai aura ga¬ 


me un an ou deux. Un temoin 
on un accuse pent ne pas se 
presenter dexanl le tribunal en 
dounani ■■un poi-de-\in- de 5 
dinars a I'emploxe charge de 
verifier les convocations. 

Specialiser la justice 

La surcharge vie travail dont 
sou lire un grand iinmhre de 
magistrals les pou-.se souvciu a 
demaitdcr le report vies audien¬ 
ces. ct ils manquent de temps 
pour approfondir I'ctude dc 
ieurs dossiers. 

II esi aus.si neccssaire dc re- 
voir le fmictionnemeni mcine 
dc I’institution judiciaire. La so- 
eieie jurdanienne a connu de 
nombreuses iransf urinations 


LV v toils demiercs deecnnies. 
Les relations d'iniercl se com- 
pliqueui enirc le> ciloyens et on 
.i ivcours bcaucoup plus 
qu'.oani au tribunal pour les 

questions com me rvi a les. pour 
la defense des mu ieurs ou bicn 
p,»ur les questions Iiecs ti_l^ 1[ - 
herte d cxpresMon. La spcciali- 
s-.iiinn dans certains domaines 
du droit devient done unc ne- 

vessiie. 

II esi important pour les Ju¬ 
nes tl'asoir acces J unc manierc 
simple cl cllicacc aux deci¬ 
sions prises par les tribunaux 
jordaniens ou me me arabes 
dans vies alVa'res semblables. 
D'oii lc hcs«»iii d'imroduire 
I'iulnrmalique dans le systeme 
judiciaire jiirdanien. 

Certains procedures daicni 
de lepoque ouomanc el eomi- 
mieiu del re appliquees. meme 
sj ioui le mondc saceurde ptiur 
les jugcr inuiiles. C'cst ainsi lc 
cas en .cc qui conccmc lc 
s\ steme de douhle signatures 
do lemon is loi> du iranstert 
tl'unc propricre icrrienne. Bien 
m intent, on fail appel ii deux 
pcrsiilines qui passent dans la 
salle au moment de la signature 
dc facie. 

Enfin. lc systeme de promo¬ 
tion des magistral* a besoin 
d'etre iv<ise. Jusqu'a. maime- 
nam. la promotion sc fail sur la 
base de I'anciennete. Or. il csl 
devenu impcralif d'offrir des 
• promotions aux juges sur la 
b;usc de leur effieacite et de leur 
competence. 

Les obstacles qui emravent 
la bonne marche de la justice 
sont connus des responsable*. 
Ils en ont en effei eux-mcmes 
hien conscience. La question 
restc aujourd'hui de savoir 
quand celte reforme indispen¬ 
sable ii ia vie de I'Etal aura lieu, 
de quelle I'acon et par qui cile 


sera menee.l 


Repeter aujourd'hui que 
la paix cst grat e mem menacee 
au Proc he-Orient n'appone rien 
de nouveau. Ce tristc constat 
esi helas devenu. au fil des 
jours, une realite banale. Les 
Palestiniens >ont obliges de 
shabimer au.x violations s\s- 
tematiques de Ieurs droits, et 
voire meme a l'an&intisscment 
proeressif de leur reconnais¬ 
sance sur le plan politique. 

La poursuite de la politique 
dc colonisation isradlicnne .i Je¬ 
rusalem-Esi jouit du souuen in¬ 
defectible des Elais-t nis. Ja¬ 
mais auparaxant Vadminis- 
tralion americaine ne retail 
montree uussi proche d'Israel. 
De son cote, le Premier minis- 
tre israelien n'eprouve aucune 
gene a toumer le dos a 
1'ensemblc de la eommunaute 
internationale qui. a deja deux 
reprises, a condamne cette poli- . 
tique dc colonisation. 
Mais maiheureuse- 
ment. la eommunaute 
internationale n'a pris 
jusqu'a present aucune 
mesure concrete pour 
obligcr I'Etal d'lsracl a 
respecter ses engage¬ 
ments. 

L'augmentation de la 
tension entre Palesti¬ 
niens el Isra^l'iens ne sc 
limite pas a Jerusalem. 

En Cisjordanie. les ex¬ 
plosions de colcre se 
multiplienu notamment 
it Hfbron. L'app^tii de 
colonies semble etre 
sans limiLe. II s'est 
meme auaque aux 
zones eomrolees par 
lAutorite Rationale pa- 
lestinicnne. 

C'cst le eas par 
exemple au Sud de 
Gaza, it Mawassi. au 
bord de la mer. Les au- 
torites israelicnnes ont 


tarei. et projettenl d'en saisir 
quarante (4 hectares), sur une 
zqpe consid£re comme touris- 
tique par rAutoriu! nau'onalc 
palest inienne. Cette dfiposses- 
sion a bien sur provoque des 
heurts entre ia population et les 
autoriies policieres. - 

Pour esperer debloquer ceue 
situation explosive, tous les re¬ 
gards se toumeni vers les Ef_3ts- 
Unis qui promcitent une initia¬ 
tive. Mats en auendam. les n6- 
aociaiions restent au poim mort 
entre Palestiniens el Israeliens. 
Les Israeliens veulent donner 
l'impression que lc processus 
de paix csl cn bonne voie inal- 
gre les heurts. C'cst pour ccb 
qu'ils continuent de rechuner 
des negotiations. 

Or. pour les Palestinians, ac¬ 
cepter de reprendrc lc dialogue 
aetuellement revient a avaliser 
les decision prises par le gou- 


vemement isntdicn. llsdcm^^ 
dent done prcalablemcnl; 
immedial dc la poliuque 
Ionisation: lc respeet : d<w-^.V^5 
cords signtfs.-fa reprises 
aocialivyns sur lc siatyt 2dfta«jr. 
des terriunrcb. Et s». les’lsn^. 
liens proposcnl dc rcprcndrc B§ :-.lf 
travaux dc la ctvmmisstori .tfc^r 
sccuritc. les P-.tleMihiens yett- . , 
lent eux que- les. trayaiw 
ncufs cumrotssions. de trayaft-^v^j 
reprcnnenl simultandcncoL; t 

ActuclleincnL les seal cspofrTr.-^*^ 
des Pales ti mens reste dans 
action commune .des 
arabes- Cetix-ci' dnL .annom*^ T ^^| 
leur voiontf de se rdim.if \ ttiffg 
Egypte, uu cn Jordamcl il 
restcra alprs a troayer. Jes 
ens de ' fain: - prestfon 
Israel.■ 

•• Hassan 



tomes israelicnnes ont a ffroniements regulars se produisent en Cisjordanie depuis 

Suleiman Sweiss ^" P^n m ois, cn.%ici a 


Amman 


Football 


is 


Un cafe aux multiples serveurs 

Un peu plus d'un an apres larrivee du reseau Internet en Jordanie.un premier cafe Internet 
adejd vu lejour. Situe au cceur d'un vieux quartier d Amman le Books@cafe vous ojfre 
la possibility de decouvrir Internet dans un cadre unique. 


La Jordanie sortie 

Pour Vequipe nationale jordanienne, 
I’aventure de la Coupe du monde 
de 1998 est deja tenninee. 


.jJi: 




La formula cafe- 

Imemet riesl plus I'exclusivite 
dc Paris ou des grnndes villes 
occidcniales. La eapilalc jorda¬ 
nienne a en effet inaugurfi voila 
quelques semaines son premier 
endroil public ou il est possible 
de «surfer» sur le riscau Inter¬ 
net. L'intelligence des respon- 
sables de eet endroit est cepcn- 
dant d'avoir ct^ bien au-dela de 
.la formule maintenant bien £ta- 
"blie en Europe ou aux Etals- 
Unis. cl d'avoir crec quelque 
chose de ires original et de 
nouveau pour la Jordanic. 

La fde in format ique s'etant 
penchde sur son berceau. cel 
endroit a sacrille ii la douce 
syntaxe des adresses et messa- 
gerics electroniques. et a pris le 
nom de Bookstii’eaf'c. Comme 
chucun le saiL le symbolc ta? 
esi une signature qui revele irn- 
mediaiement au visiteur la na¬ 
ture de eet etablissemcnt. 

Contniiremenl ii cc que I'on 
pourrait penser. Books(ri’eal'd 
n'esi situe ni ii Shmeissani. ni a 
Sweifiyeh et encore moins a 
Abdoun. Deduignant les quur- 


tiers chics, trap commen,‘anLx. 
trop neufs ou trop ii la mode. 
Ics crcnieurs de Bookstd-eafe 
font voulu :i la place d'une 
eharmante vieille maison situee 
dans le quartier du premier cer- 
cle de Jebcl Amman. 
avons eherehe iui endroit qui 
ait. avant-tout, du inractcrc- 
explique Mazhar Ja/irch. ics- 
ponsable du calc ct partenaire 
dans le projet. De la terrasse- 
restauront a eiel ouvert situee 
au premier etage. la vue sur ia 
hassc-villc et les vieux quarters 
d'Amman est magnillque. 

Cc qui surprend lc visiteur 
qui s'avcnture pour la premiere 
fois dans ee lieu, c'cst !a pre¬ 
sence de livres a 1 entree. 
Books(a eafe est cn effet une 
veritable lihrairic. Son dirccteur 
cst surpris de consnucr qu^.ipres 
les premieres semaines. e'est le 
see leur de la librairie qu i 
marche le mieux. par rapport a 
I'acecs Internet ou lc cafe- 
restuuranL Ja/.irch aitribuc ce 
phenontene uu manque dc li- 
hniiries sur Amman et a la soil 
de livres des visitcurs. 



Sir ordinateurs sont a la disposition des consummates pour decouvrir Internet 



Le nv-de-chaussee compone 
plusieurs sections. 

-chacunc prescnwnt 

des ouvrages sur des 
1 themes bien precis. 
Le ehoix esi bien fait: 
,t venture. roman- 
esque. biographies, 
enfant*, technique*, 
sciences, periodiques. 
Rien ne manque et la 
quantile, toutes pro¬ 
portions gardees. est 
satis!uisanlc. On y 
irouve Sterne des 
disques et vie* pro¬ 
grammes pour ordina¬ 
teurs sur C.D-Roin. 
••/VV'ii.v ne vctidons 
que Jes origitutUX cl 
surti ml pas de ctifncs 
pirates- insiste Ma- 

Le bonks&cafe 
est situi dans le 
vieil Amman 


/har Ja/irch. 

Un lieu etonnant 

pour Amman 

Au premier etage se irouve le 
cafe-restaurant a fambiance 
ton agrcable. On pcul y em- 
painter dc* magazines pour une 
leciure sur place. La moyenne 
d'jge des dienis cst plutot 
jeune 

Dan* un coin de cel etage 
trnnent six ordinateurs de type 
PC. dom un macintosh pour ne 
pas offusquer lex incondition- 
nel*. Les machines sont de 
mudele tres rtfceni. Intel Pen¬ 
tium ire* performams, avec des 
modems rapides afin de donner 
, b possibiiile it la clientele de sc 
promener sur Imemct a unc vi- 
tesse raisonnable. BookstS’caW 
propnsc unc demi-heure dticcfes 
au reseau pour 2.5 dinars, cc 
qui est fori raisonnable par rap¬ 
port aux tarils pratiques locale- 


ment par Ics enireprises qui 
foumissent des services Inter¬ 
net. Rien de tel pour les bran¬ 
ches d’Amman que de d£guster 
un sandwich ou un hamburger 
tout cn se perdam, avec d£lices. 
dans le iabyrinthe d'Iniemet. 

Mazhar Jazireh prevoil ddja 
un agrandissemenl des iieux. 

1'augmentation du nombre 
d'ordinaleurs el I'lmportation 
d'une quantite plus importantc 
de livres. Une expansion tous 
azimuts. cn quelque sorte. Une 
manierc subtile de conjuguer 
plnisir. culture ct techniques dc 
poinie. Si on ajuufc a I'cndrnit 
fa genii Hesse cl la competence 
du personnel. Books&cafe de¬ 
vient alors un lieu etonnant 
pour la capitate jordanienne. Et 
meme le cafd y est excellent.* 

Jean Claude Elias 

Books® Cafe 
Tel: 650 457 


Le deuxieme but 

inscrit samedi par lequipc des 
Emirals arabes unis dans Ics ar- 
rSts de jeu contre la Jordanie 
n'avait pas d'autre r6le que ce- 
ful d’assurer le spectacle. Car 
depuis la 26femc minute et son 
premier but, fequipe des Emi- 
rats savail qu'ellc tenait sa qual¬ 
ification ptiur la deuxidme 
phase des diiminatoires de la 
Coupe du monde. Face a ia Jor¬ 
danie. clle devait obtenir un nul 
ou unc victoire pour terminer 
premiere de son groupc. De- 
vant son public, clle a temiine 
en beautc cette premiere phase, 
avec comme bilan trois vic- 
toires et un nul. 

Derrifrre elle. la Jordanic ne 
peut que regretler d'avoir man- 
que le d£but dc ceue phase eli- 
minatoire. Lors de ses deux 
premiers matches qui se ddrou- 
laient a Bahrein, clle n’a pu 
obtenir qu'un match nul. Si le 
panugc des points elail plutot 
encouragcant contre Ics Emirate 
arabes unis, la d£faiie l it U 
contre le Bahrein dtait un resul- 
tal tWcevant, la Jordanie Cium 
du mcmc niveau que eene for¬ 


mation. Elle I":i d’ailleurs • 
prouve unc semaine plus land - 
lors des matchs-retour qui : ''- : - 
avaieni lieu a Sharjah en insert- *- 
vant 4 buis face a ceue meme 
dquipe. Avec eeltc neltc vie- -■ • • 
Loire 14-11 sur le Bahrein, la’ 
Jordanie pouvait alors esperer 
inquictcr samedi les Emirate . 
arabes unis sur leur terrain. ;; 
Mais malgnS plusieurs occa¬ 
sions. clle n'a pas pu revenir au 
score el tenter d’ohtenir les 
trois precieu.x poinLs de la vic- 
toirc. 

Cc hilatt de 2 defaites. 1 nul t • *: 
cl 1 vicloirc n'est pas ddm£ri-';'.. 
tant pour la Jordanie. Mais dejS > 
en 1985. 89 ct 93. I'dquipc du' 
Royaume hachdmite n'avait 
pas reussi ii I'ranchir cette pre-. ~ r - 
mifere phase qualificativc de la .. 
Coupe du monde. et la Fddera- j. - 
iron jordanienne dc football- ='• 
avait deploye dc.s moyens im- '; 
portants pour qu’ellc y par-. 
vienne eette fois-ci. Il ne lui 
restc plus qu’a cspdrcr que lc. ?'■ 
prochain milldnuire lui portgr-f 
plus chance.* ’:\ : V 








Le Jourdain. 


C’est la vie 

L'agenda frartqais d'Amman ' •. . 

Cinema 

Cycle consacre au rualisateur jean-Jacques Annand ' . 

Le 5 mai a 20h30 f La victoire en chantant (197^- av&t 
Jacques Dufilhn, Jean Carmet. Un film qui a obtenu.p^iJ 
1 1977 I'oscar du meilleur film etranger. 

. Conference 

Les decouvertes ^pigraphiques greco-romaines dans Je. 

Nord de la Jordanie : 

Une conference proposee en fran^a ts par le Dr.NabU AJad^ 
lab, directeur du d^partement d'^pigraphie a njniversill- 
du Varmouk. Le 6 mai £ 18h30 au CCCL. 




LT-r* 5‘.Vii>. 






ty it, 




^•T- ( 




-• \ J 



\ 






























ytl** 

inie mai' ^ fat. 

*?*rSX 

*?* »*£«* 
=bo u , r h . ,ch * 

,:• "'Lain 

V?* He s 

:.; cnc ed lhe , Jj's fes 

:: 0:n ^ 

*3%:* 

•--ion. , n | 0r .ret. 

**»\h m ... ^stou 
drl-H K ma > noi 

:jkei. 1 '"**"*« 

,h0 * V 
‘benuo mn „ 

: ■ ...n^ieciau^ 

i' : ' $£,* 

5u!ieman ai 

_ Dsifajjjj, A| 

;■ - ami Bader aj 

1 1 \f believes 


- bi n 

-spuuci „ 
''•• : hi '«en as 

! !| ?urti «h 
?' ,,,J onawj 
; 'r :r wnte an! 
■*' ; n poiiikv. 
;rJ puNir 

ZlIH 

.■■■niimi or 

. I-.F Jrci<joa 
• T ‘- :haiif 

hi »iil 
-' '!iikr hi, 

• .*." ini : ne tha 
TiJipfO- 
•. '-a ik 

■‘ : .utronh: 
* iiman 

:. _.c Go- 

- : Ji>CiL‘ 
. v.‘i tk 

■ _■* -ilif & 
jtaii. os 
. Minty- 

:. .\.;_rr. Miuli 

.- lO'uoc 

; r or ik 

H j:.o a 

*A![I Sitf 

A.rj ihifl 
- ::: 





1 MAY 1997 


THE STAR 11 


Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre . 661026/7 

American Centre Library_820101 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre..... 637009 

Goethe Institute. 641993 

Cervantes Institute tSpanish).610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre .. 639777 

Hava Am Centre.665195 

Y-W.C.A.641793 

Y.W.M.A...66425! 

Darat aJ Funun.643252 

Alia An Gallery...639303 

Baladna An Caller).657132 

Nabtl At Ma&htni The; re.675571 

Nabil & HishamS Theatre. 625155 


Concord Cinema. 677420 

Plaza Cinema. #99238 

Philadelphia Cinema ..634144 

Sports Chibs 

AI Hussein Sports City.667181/5 

Orthodox Cluh.810401 

Royal Automobile Club.. 815410 

Royal Shooting Club.736572 

• Royal Chess Club.6737 1 3 

Royal Racing Club. 09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club.-.676990 

Amman Mun. Library ..63611 ] 

Univ. of Jordon Library...843555 

R.S.C.N...8379.31/837937 



Government Depts. 


To t-oat: your Advertisement Graphic and Designs ontne electronic Sxjn Boards on the 
o? SAFEWAY Bldg. 6SHNANA Center -Jabal Alhussien & DOWNTOWN call 680367 


The Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.636111 

Agriculture.686151 

Awqaf A Islamic Affairs.666141 

Culture / Jabal Amman .636391 

Education & Higher Education.6691S1 

Energy & Mineral Resources.—. 815615 

Finance. -. 636321 

Foreign Affairs.644361 

Industry & Trade ... 66.3191 

information..641467 

Interior Ministry... 6631 ] l 

Justice .663101 


Labour .... 

Municipalities & Environment 

Parliamentary Affairs.... . 

Planning--- - 

Post & Communications .. 

Public Health . 

Public Works & Housing . 

Social Development. 

Supplies. 

Tourism & Antiquities. 

Transport. .. 

Water & Irrigation. 

Youth / I'niversio. . 


.698186 
.. 641393 

.641211 

. . 644466 
. .624301 

.665131 

.. • 66848! 

. 673191 

.. .602121 
042311 
.641461 
.... 6S0I00 
. . b04701 


Diplomatic Corps 

Algerian.641271/2 

Australian.673246/7 i 

Austrian. 6 -11635 

® ahi ?i ni .&64 i48A? 

Brazilian . 642183 

JW®".675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Lmlean. 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czec h . 671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German . 689351 

Gre«*. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 698851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

Ir aqi.!.! 639331 

tolian. 638185 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti . 675135/8 

Libyan .693101/3 

Lebanese .641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.691525/694089 

New Zealand Consulate.... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy.644932/4 

Omani. 686155 

Pakistani.622787 

Palestine.677517 

People s Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines. 645161 

Polish.637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian .814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki....683905/704960 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa..811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish . 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish . 64J251 

U.A.E. . 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.. 823100 

United States.820101 

Yemen.642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP.668171/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 

Adria Airways. 667029 

Aeroflot. 641510 

Aeromexico... 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka.682140 

Alitalia....625203 ! 

Alyemda (Air yemen)_653691 j 

America West Airlines.694802 

American Airlines..669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693S45/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.. 694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Della Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines. 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines.630879 

KLM.;.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines.640200 

PIA . 625981 

Polish Airlines . 625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAirways. 694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.. 623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 

Al-Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina 1....316250, 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Int'l.312426 

Miramar.... 314340 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 


Police. 

Civil Defence H.Q. 

Fire Brigade. 

Ambulance. 

Blood Bank. 

Traffic Police .... K 
Traffic Accidents .. . 
Hiehwav Police. 


. 102/621111 
193/198/199 
6220X1/03 

.I9y 

... 775121 
5943/630703 
... 807467/8 
. TSTltl 


USINESS 






Hospitals 

Afcleh Maiemilv . . r *42441/2 
Al-Ahli. Ahdali 6MI64/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashralieli. .775111/26 
Al-Munshcr Hospii.il 667227/9 

Amal Hospital. 0“4I55 

Aimy.Murkj. . .. S**It. 11/15 
Hussein Medical Centre.. 813813 

Italian- Al-Mulwjreen.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.M42HI/6 

Malhas. J Amman.63bl4l 

Palestine. Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital.845S45 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints. 666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information. 121 


CoDz/brf 
Hotel Suites 
Luxury Tel 


Ammon 


SNIPPING X TRAMSPOin' 


Comfort 
® Service 
P m Location 

In the of 
Sweifyieh 

I THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


|i uef u* itenJle tf\ 


PiZ^a 

5 fut 


“ Pizzp Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal" 

“ Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 


We save you more 

d* £ 


rmum 



FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME TH.4T YOU TRUST 


CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 

rnnm I 


Fully Serviced Suites 

A/C In Grand 


True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel :314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza* for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza* for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 




Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


Beauty Institute 

* 

O Facials 

O Body skin treatment 
O Make-up 

O European manicures <i 
padicum 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Many Villas & Apartcmenis 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more in format ion please 

call 



j!inc;:\:r.; 




i o Advertise 
space , call 

^ r* ** n fy 





Cafe Restaurant 

Different 

r - 0 erie JvC * 

fc,"V 


Funny Bunny Funny Bunny 


THF BIGGEST 
THE MUST 
DELICIOUS 
WD CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HL MBERGER IN 
TOWN 

■^Burger. Roast 
Chicken 


Unudjiuh Vtmniu.jrjb si 




NOW OPEN FOR 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:JOp.m 
7:00- Midnight 



*. * Bp 

Your first choice in Aqaba 

r. y-» i A ✓"» yTT p t- 7 

L.r n.LPic*i~ 

* * * * 

For reservations call (03) 316636 ji 

Fax (03) 318246 | 


iiS. " 

Walidjarrar C 
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| Safeway-Tel: 6S5311 j 


_ wmt&mwtwm 

73j3£=ir : *ProfessionaJ Drycleaning 

( &&i *Shoes Repair 

*Damiitg 

^Engraving 

* Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
4 /. Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
TeL- 679947& 821656 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


Joseph jAm® 

wiILe BIG SIZES 


» At 

CotlSCliON 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


fWW. 

-stnS= ^_ca8» - -^Ltsall . Td 

1 Cr - *• 

c^iagCcarrmge Rentacar carriage carriage 


YVasfi AI- Tal SL 
Tel: 695180 
Fax: 682525 


BIG SIZES WM1A I 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center ; Mecca SL Phone: 821656 & 814714 


we offer;- 

❖ Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check 
4* Automatic & Manual car wash services 4- wheel balance maintanance 

❖ Oil Change 

Wasfi Al-Tal St Tel; 685454 Fax: 682525 




Not all " cafe *s “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 



Al - Shmeisani, Near Ata Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg . Tel.: 698005 
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‘7//to whatever house 1 enter ...” 

Tele-Medicine’s 

golden age arrives 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 

l WILL go into them lor the 
benefit of the sick...." 

In this cxccrpt form the Hip¬ 
pocratic Ojth— Hippo¬ 
crates' famous legacy to the 
medical profession— the 
person becoming a physi¬ 
cian solemnly promises to 
utilize his knowledge for the 
benefit of the sick whenever 
he goes. 

More than 2300 years 
after Hippnruncs. the same 
oath still stands and ihe doc¬ 
tors still undertake to "go 
into houses ' lor the benefit 
of the sick. However, and 
with the great advances in 
telecommunications and 
information technologies, 
latter day doctors arc set to 
have a much higher number of 
houses than they can get into. 

This sudden expansion of 
houses available for doctors to 
visit, is a result of one of the 
newest uses of telecommunica¬ 
tions and information technolo¬ 
gies in the form of "Tele- 
Medicine." The International 
Telecommunications Union 

( ITU) delincs Tele-Medicine as 
the "provision of medical ser¬ 
vices and health care via tele- 
communicution.s-bused sys¬ 
tems... [ which) includes 
medical consultation, pathology 
diagnosis, education and emer¬ 
gency services.” The idea sim¬ 
ply revolves around the fact that 


doctors these days need not be 
physically present on the bed 
side of the patients to be able to 
diagnose their ailments and 
prescribe medicines and other 
medical remedies. Instead. 



expen doctors and specialists 
in major cosmopolitan centers 
can be “dialed-up" by medical 
authorities in rural remote 
areas and other countries and 
consulted on the conditions of 
patients by sharing X-ray 
images, lab reports and diag¬ 
nostic results. The advances in 
telecommunications and com¬ 
puting. such us image compres¬ 
sion and real time video confer¬ 
encing. is the underlying cause 
for the Tele-medicine's practi¬ 
cal application. 

We. in Jordan, have already 
witnessed such endeavors in 
Tele-Mcdicinc when the Huss¬ 
ein Medical City established a 
direct link with the Mayo 


Clinic in (he United Sales 
which would also he utilized hv 
the Amman Surgical Hospital.' 

The fact that Tclc-Mcdicinc 
is being tried by many medical 
institutions, both private and 

public, around the world 
has prompted the ITU to 
lake the initiative and orga¬ 
nize ihe first World Tc'lc- 
Mcdicinc Symposium lor 
developing countries which 
will be held in Portugal 
from 30 June till 4 July. 
The focus of the sympo¬ 
sium will he to discuss the 
associated socio-economic 
benefits to the world's com¬ 
munities that include 
improved health care for 
larger segments of the 
world's population, .i reduc¬ 
tion in the need for trans¬ 
porting patients across territo¬ 
ries or even borders, enhancing 
the means for consultation 
between health care profes¬ 
sional in rural areas and the 
specialists in the urban medical 
centers and the provision ot 
access to the different medical 
databases by health profession¬ 
als around the world allowing 
for exchanging information on 
new' developments in medicine. 
The symposium will also dis¬ 
cuss and probe other associated 
benefits that are not related to 
medical services such as ripen¬ 
ing new value added service 
for telecommunication opera¬ 
tors which would enhance this 
sector's business. The sympu- 
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Global One / Sprint Jordan introduces a 
reduction in Internet service fees: 

More extra hours on the 
Internet, for less 



GLOBAL ONE / Sprinl Jordan 
has announced that, elfcclive I 
May. l*»o7. their will bo a con¬ 
siderable reduction in Imemet- 
conncciivity service rales. 

The reduction is being 
applied to the extra-hours used 
by customers, hut Mill repre¬ 
sents a major leap in cosl- 
savings lor Jordanian Internet 
users. 

According to Global One / 
Sprint Jordan's announcement, 
reductions will be as follows: 

■ From JD o.OOU per hour to 


JD .VUH) per hour lor monthly 
subscribers— which represents 
a 35 percent reduction. 

■ From JD 4.5UU per hour to 
JD 2.4JXI per hour for annual 
subscribers— which represents 
a 47 percent reduction. 

Also. Global One/ Sprint Jor¬ 
dan is oflcring a ’Customer 
Li wall) Discount' aimed at 
awarding long-term users who 
subscribed to the service over a 
year ago. According to this 
plan, these users will get a id 
percent discount on both sub¬ 


scription fees and extra hours 
charges. 

These moves come ai a time 
when there is impressive growth 
in the number of Internet on-line 
users in Jordan, it is also well- 
timed to secure customer loyalty 
to Global One in light of ihe 
possibility of up-coming compe¬ 
tition from newly licensed Inter¬ 
net Service Providers. For more 
information on Internet and on¬ 
line services offered by Global 
One / Sprinl Jordan, call tele¬ 
phone 700301. ■ 


Automatic English to Arabic translation from Apptek 


A GROUP nl Arab developer*., 
based in Virginia. USA. h;nc 
managed to produce an effi¬ 
cient English in Arabic trail.-.tu¬ 
tor which has been thoroughly 
icslcd. delivering impressive 
results. 

The product, called Trail- 
Sphere is produced by AppTok 
and provides automatic transla¬ 
tion of English texts, complete 
with semantic analysis f M r hoth 
the English and Arabic lan¬ 
guages. The difficulties nnr- 


tiKilis faced in English to Ara¬ 
bic translation are 
related in the nature af 
the Arabic language as 
one dependant on the 
*r< Kits' of words, 
which call all be taken buck !o 
three and four letter roots. 
TranSphcre includes a lexicon 
containing some 100.000 
words based on their roots, it 
aisti includes comprehensive 
terminology covering special¬ 
ized fields includinu medicine. 



business, finance, environment 
and much more. You 
an even utilize Tran- 
Sphere on the 
Internet. 

For more informa¬ 
tion on TmnSphere. contact 
AppTek in the USA on tele¬ 
phone (703) 821 5000 or email: 
apptek ta'eiark.neL 

Also, you can contact App- 
Tek in Dubai on telephone 
<971-4.1 S26781 or email: app- 
tek me t&’cmi rates. neLae. ■ 


sium will further discuss a 
report that identifies the capa¬ 
bilities of major providers o| 
Tclc-Mcdicinc in the world and 
the prospects of large scale 
trials of Tclc-Mcdicinc. 

The symposium, is also 
hoped to have a positive role in 
allowing developing and devel¬ 
oped countries to share their 
experiences in Tele-Medicine to 
the benefit of the situation ot 
medical services all over the 

world. 

Tclc-Mcdicinc will surely 
make u.s imnv comfortable 
about our health hv guarantee¬ 
ing that new developments in 
medicine anywhere in the world 
would he readily accessible h\ 
our family doctor. While llip- 
pocancs would have never ima¬ 
gined ‘visiting houses' through 
Satellites telecommunication 
channels, he undoubtedly would 
have loved the idea. ■ 

email: abhassi<rpnets-.com.jo 


News update 


America On Line to 
‘absorb’ CompuServe 

O The world's largest on-line 
service. America On Line, looks 
set io acquire long-time competi¬ 
tor CompuServe. 

Talks have been on for sev¬ 
eral weeks now. and. in spite of a 
slight stall recently, it looks like 
CompuServe's majority owners 
want to sell out to America On 
Line. The mechanism by which 
CompuServe users < subscribers j 
will be absorbed into America 
On Line is yet to he discussed. 
For now. it looks like America 
On Line may become even 
larger. This could mean good 
news lor current America On 
Line users, as the service will be 
utilizing more communication 
Iacililies, meaning better service 
for exislinu users. 


Compaq turns your PC 
into a TV 

• Compaq is pioneering the 
way in the direction of merging 
the TV with the PC. especially 
with the introduction of its “PC 
Theater” which incorporates a 
full size TV screen. 

So far. most entrants into the 
PC/TV market have been con¬ 
sumer electronics units that 
look more like a home appli¬ 
ance than u PC. 

Compaq, however, is gearing 
its system to techno-people 
who want more out of a PC. 

Naturally, the PC Theater 
offers the works: Internet con¬ 
nectivity. video conferencing, 
surround sound and more. 

For more information on 
Compaq products in Jordan, 
contact Ideal Tech on 688123. 


Global One is the Only provider of full Internet services in 

Sales Depabment Tel: 685101 • Fax: 700328 E-mail: info@go.com.jo http:// www.go.com.jo 


in Jordan. Globfll^ ^^ 
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The battle for Jordanian 
modem users 

THE MODEM market in Jordan is beating up: .nowad r ay$.\ 

for brands like 

orolvBoka and Microrom all pushmg-hardlbr a.larger slice 

« estimated that there are: some• 4£0Q J^erson- 
line in Jordan—subscribed to either. Global One.-NETS or 

^However, there is still a huge potential for more users «vg»' 
on-Une, especially as-modems are being sold today as a (Stan¬ 
dard component in most PC configurations offered by.-Jon% 
nian dealers. Taking that into account there should be a.-, 
potential market of over 1.000 users every quarter.. ^ 

This is all good news to modem suppliers, as many iptepial. 
modem units provided as part of these PCs are purchase;. 

locally from the Jordanian authorized dealer. ... : .x. 

New battlegrounds are emerging, with the Internet cate 
phenomenon beginning to spread in Jordan. So far. U? 
Robotics are sponsoring the Internet access section in the first, 
Intemet/Booksbop Cafe in Jordan, Boofcs@Cafc.-More are 

coming up, of course: . .. 

So far. it is somewhat difficult to pinpoint a leading brand, 
mainly due to the lack of statistics on unit sales (as the'dealcrs 
would naturally not be willing to reveal such competitive 
information), however, it can be safely Said that both Moto- 
rola and US Robotics maintain very high"penetration into the; 
local market. US Robotics and Motorola modems cab be 

found at most computer suppliers and shops. / 

Creeping in from behind is Microconi, which loffere.very 
high quality modems, and is renowned for the fact .dial other 
leading modem manufacturers get their tec hnolo gy;: from 
Microcom. Computer & Engineering Bureau <CEB),:6ne 
Jordan’s largest compurer companies, recently becarne the 
authorized denier and will definitely throw its weight behind 
the brand. 

For users, more competition among suppliers presents a 
price war, which can be seen nowadays at its peak. If you're 
shopping for an internal modem, you can get a 28.8 Kbps unit : 
for as low as JD 150 to JD 170 from a retailer, and this would *. 
be a respectable brand. Be warned though, you will have .‘to 
negotiate this price as announced prices are as high as JD 190 
to JD 200. - . - 

For external models, the usual price range is from JD 220 
to JD 280, also for well-known brands. 

The models that offer 33.6 Kbps are priced only slightly 
higher than the 28.8 Kbps models and. in many cases, the 
same unit 28.8 Kbps unit is offered at the same price with 
33.6 Kbps features. 

Recently, 56 Kbps modems have become available^ and 
Jordanian dealers have announced that they are in the process 
of importing them. However, due to limitations in Jordan's 
telephone lines, it is expected that users will hardly notice the 
supposed massive speed increase these modems offer. 

In the United Slates and Europe. 56 Kbps modems are rev¬ 
olutionizing the telecommunications sector, as it becomes no 
longer necessary for users lo incur the steep costs of gening 
an ISDN link, as a 56 Kbps modem should deliver compora- : ] 
ble performance for a much lower cost. . 

Sadly, this docs not apply to Jordanian users. Iri facL with 
the prospects of the telecommunications infrastructure dey.el- 1 
oping at a relatively slow pace.'it will be a loitg while; before - 
users can choose ISDN to begin with. or. benefitproperty 
from faster modems. • . /. J: . 

For now. its good news that 28.8 and 33.6 Kbps modems 
are continuously dropping in price, it is also a source oftpride 
to know that relatively, Jordhniari compulCT UseTs dne among 
the most on-line and Internet [iterate in the region. 

Given abetter infraaructure.we arc sure toraeo a long in , | 
truly becoming an on-line'community.• Lef.vnripe for The 
best. ■ .V-_ ' 
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Master of the pitch, linguist, 

Dutch hero... 


JOHAN CRUYFF, possibly Europe's 
host ever footballer, still pulls the 
crowds, finds Henk Spaan'. 

A few days ago a portrait of Johan 
Cruyff was unveiled in the Amster¬ 
dam Arena. Ajax's futuristic stadium 
with its less than fertile pitch. 

The great footballer was there, 
unruffled by the eight television 
crews surrounding him. Cruyff was 
50 years old yesterday and has been 
the most famous Dutchman for three 
decades. But his personality has been 
quite unaffected by the furore he 
creates in others. 

After ihe unveiling he gave me a 
lift back into town. Three hours later 
he was to analyse the Champions 
League match between Ajax and 
Juvcntus for Dutch television. During 
the ride, constantly watching me 
instead of the traffic, he enthusiasti¬ 
cally explained the only way Ajax 
could heal the Italian champions. 
Unfortunately he no longer coaches 
Ajax. The team lost. 

Cruyff drove through a red light. 
He has a theory that he has a right to 
do this, as he believes ihe traffic 
lights in Amsterdam are positioned 
wrongly. But this lime he was in a 
hurry, racing home to change into 
shorts and soccer hoots. He" had a 
date with friends to play a game 
somewhere among the trees in a 
public garden in the heart of 
Amsterdam. "Nothing £ 

heats soccer." N 

he assured 

me. 

Cruyff 
was arguably 

i he greatest 

European foot¬ 
baller ever. He 
won rows of tro¬ 
phies with Ajax 
and Barcelona, 
and led Holland lo 
the 1974 World Cup-final, which the 
country lost to its hated "neighbour 
West Germany. 

Cruyff created the Dutch football¬ 
ing tradition. But as well as being a 
great footballer and thinker on the 
game, he is u most unusual man. 

The entire Dutch nation has cele¬ 
brated his birthday with him. which 
already seems to have overshadowed 
next week's Queen's Day. tradition¬ 
ally the main Dutch holiday. 

Six hooks have been published on 
him recently, every major newspaper 
hits published a special "Cruyff Sup¬ 
plement." and the weekly tabloid 



Panorama has dedicated more than 
100 pages to him. Hard Gras, a liter¬ 
ary magazine solely devoted to foot¬ 
ball. cannot produce enough of its 
latest issue with a rare picture of 
Cruyff smiling on the cover. 

Yet Cruyff hardly seems to care. 
He is very much the same man who 
grew up in u humble home in the 
"Red Village" in the cast of 
Amsterdam. 

The house, fortuitously, lay a few 
hundred yards from the Ajax sta¬ 
dium. As a 10-year-old boy. Cruyff 
was already totally at ease in the 
club’s dressing room among the stars 
of the firsi team he used to advise 
them on how to improve their 

game. 

Being born in a socialist housing 
project helped turn him into a typical 
1960s role model. Cruyff was a rebel. 
He was the first player to refuse the 
fatherly guidance of his club presi¬ 
dent: he wanted good money for his 
skills and he was prepared to fight 
for it. He also fought a revolution 
against the Dutch football associa¬ 
tion, which let footballers play in 
international matches without 
insurance. 

But he was never 
like his fellow 
Amsterdam baby 
boomers, the long 
haired “provos." 
who in the late 
1960s and 
early 1970s 
offered rai¬ 
sins to traffic 
policemen 
und attacked 
authority for the sake 
of it. Cruyffs struggle was 
for real, perhaps greater than that of 
the student revolution. 

Throughout his career. Cruyff has 
been someone the Dutch public lis¬ 
tens to attentively. Cruyff is fluent in 
several languages, and considers 
himself a supreme logician, but his 
use of Dutch is a subject for writers 
and linguists. Cruyffs contorted 
aphorisms rival those of Yogi Berra, 
the husehall legend who created 
phrases such as "It ain't ever till it's 
over" and "i had ihaL same deja vu 
feeling all over again." 

Cruyff started to compete with 
Berra very early in his career when 
he said "I can't be ihe thief of my 
own wallet." He silenced the nation 
by arguing. "If things are not work¬ 
ing then they don't work." On his 



famous speed of thought, he said "if 
they time normally with me. they arc 
always just too late." and "before I 
make a mistake. I refrain from doing 
so." 

He left school at 12. and repeated 
for years that the crime novel Knock 
on Any Door was the only book he 
had ever read. Yet most journalists 
who interviewed him came away 
feeling slightly dizzy. 

When one asked him if he thought 
Real Madrid, the indebted Spanish 
football club, would go bankrupt. 
Cruyff replied: “Can you imagine a 
Spanish league without Real Madrid? 
“No." said the journalist. 

"Then I think ihe problem has heen 
solved." said Cruyff. 


Money has been a key subject in 
his life. He had yet to win his first 
European Cup when he said: "After 
my career is over. I can't go to the 
bakery and say. ‘Baker. I'm Cruyff, 
give me bread.'" 

The first time I met him. in his 
adopted hometown of Barcelona 
nearly 2<l years ago. he greeted me 
with ihe words "give me a cigarette, 
please." He exploited his reputation 
as a miser in the full. It became one 
of his trademarks, hut il was unjusti¬ 
fied. The Johan Cruyff Foundation, 
for instance, gives to all sorts of chil¬ 
dren's - causes. 

Today, alter a heart bypass opera¬ 
tion. Cruyff no longer cadges cigar¬ 
ettes. instead he has started to cat 
candy ihe candy business in Barce¬ 
lona has boomed as a result. 

Alter Hi years of managing Ajax 
and Lhcn Barcelona, he has stopped 
working for the first time since he 
was 15 and finds he rather enjoys it. 
He lives with his wife Danny in Bar¬ 
celona. and drives his motorcycle 
through the 

city visiting liis two daughters. 
His son. Jnrdi. plays lor Manchester 
United. 

The hest place It* find him in 
Amsterdam today is in the park, 
roller skating among 14-ycar-olds 
who wear iheir baseball caps back¬ 
wards and who lake their slight, 
worn companion for just another 
ageing hippie. ■ 


Tunisia needs one point to 
qualify for World Cup 


JOHANNESBURG—Tunisia 
needs just one more point to 
become the first of the five Afri¬ 
can qualifiers for next year's 
World Cup finals after securing a 
2-0 home win over Liberia on 
Sunday. 

The Tunisians, whose only 
previous appearance at the 
World Cup was in 1978. are 
likely to be joined by Nigeria and 
Morocco, who both consolidated 
their strong positions with away 
wins at the weekend. 

A penalty by Adel Sellimi and 
a second successive goal by 
Khaled Badra put Tunisia six 
points clear at the top of group 
two and needing just a draw in 
one of their final two qualifying 
games to secure their place in 
France. 

A bizarre own goal set Nigeria 
on their way to a 2-1 victory over 
Burkina Faso in group one on 
Sunday while Morocco beat 
Sierra Leone 1-0 on Saturday to 
remain lop of group five. 

The situation in the other two 
qualifying groups remains light 
with South Africa and Congo 
sharing the lead in group three 
and Angola and Cameroon set 
for a battle in group four. 

Tunisia's win ended the hopes 
of Liberia's large band of Euro¬ 
pean-based professionals, led by 
former world footballer of ihe 
year George Weah. and also left 
prc-toumameni favourites Egypt 
seemingly out in the cold. 

Egypt's 3-2 win over Namibia 
in Windhoek on Saturday, which 
came courtesy of a last-minute 



goal from defender Mehdai 
Abdelhadi. still gives them the 
slightest of mathematical chances 
but only u major disaster will pre¬ 
vent the Tunisians from pro¬ 
gressing to France. 

Nigeria went three points clear 
in group one with their win in 
Ouagadougou, which saw the 
home team give away a 40th- 
minute own goal when defender 
Magaouie Diabotc knocked an 
innocuous-looking back pass to 
goalkeeper Ibrahima Diarra, who 
let the bull roll through his legs 
and into (he net. 

Barcelona striker Emmanuel 
Amunike autsprinted the Burki- 
nabe defence for the second goal 
before Mamadou Zongo got a 
late consolation for the home 
team. 

Nigeria's chances were also 
boosted by the defeat in Nairobi 
on Sunday of their closest rivals 
Guinea. A fourth-minute penally 


Maradona reappears in all-star game 

BARCELONA—An overweight but skillful Diego Maradona made a successful reappearance 
as the Rest of the World XI came back from 2-4) down to heal Europe 4-3 in a charity game on 
Sunday. 

But only 2.000 fans were present In Barcelona’s Olympic stadium to see the former Argentine 
World Cup star, who recently announced his return to Boca Juniors. 

Although Maradona played for an hour before being substituted and showed that he still has 
the (ouch that took him to the top, he was overshadowed by goalkeepers ‘el Mono* Montoya 
and Rene Higuita* 

Montoya pulled off String of brilliant saves to keep the Rest of the World in the game before 
the break, when he gave his place to the flamboyant Columbian. 

Hignita delighted the few supporters by producing one t*f his trademark scorpion kicks and 
went on to set up a goal in a sortie to (he half way line. 

The game was played on behalf of the Association of International Professional Footballers 
after the Spanish football authorities had objected to the idea of raising hinds Tor Jean-Marc 
Busman, the Belgian player whosf test-case brought down barriers to players" movement 
within the European Union. 

The game also marked the reappearance on the hench of former Johan Cruyff, who was dis¬ 
missed as Barcelona coach just over a year ago. ■ 



by defender Musa Olieno gave : _ 
Kenya u 1-0 win and second ' 
place in the standings. 

Bussir Sahleddine's 40th min- :.. 
ute goal .saw Morocco win away '. 
at Sierra Leone on Saturday and 
they lead Ghana by one-point in ft 
group five. ■ 

Ghana won their first match 
after three successive draws by . 
heating Gabon 3-0 in Kumasi on 
Sunday, including two second- 
half goals from Italian-based' 
defender Mohamed Gargo. 

But Morocco could go four 
points clear later this week . if. 
FIFA decide to give (hem the 
points from, their abandoned 
march against Gabon earlier in 
the month. 

Unruly fans invaded the pilch 
in Libreville 10 minutes nano¬ 
second half with Morocco' teod= ^ 

ing 4-0. and FIFA arc experffid 
to let the result stand. 'j-r- : A 

South Africa won a had- 
fought 2-1 win over Zaire, in 
Lome. Togo, on Sunday tf£ g° 
top of group three with Congo. - 
who were beaten 3-0 in Zambia. 

Striker Phil Masingtr scored a - 
71 st-minutc winner for = South 
Africa in the match moved fiptn. . 
Zaire's capital Kinshasa because 
of the civil warinthecountfyj --- 

Thc African champions jand . ; 
Congo have seven points 
wiih Zambia two behind, 
their win in Lusaka. 

Two late goals From Bent®d 
Tchoutang .and Patrick Mboma .;. ■ 
against Togo put Cameroon fop. 
of group four but Angola's goal* 
less draw in Zimbabwe kept up 
their chances of qualifying ahead 
of the Indomitable Lions. - - 

Angola host Cameroon Jn 
their next match in Utando" 0 fl v 
June 8 which could well 
the outcome of the group;*' . 
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